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PUBS HOPING FOR 
CHRISTMAS CHEER 


Report by Jonny Drury_ 

OSWESTRY’S publicans say 
they need a bumper Christ¬ 
mas as high business rates 
take hold and fears rise of a 
fall in beer sales. 

The town’s festive lights were due 
to be switched on this evening (Thurs¬ 
day) signalling the start of the Christ¬ 
mas season. 

Among the businesses hoping to benefit from 
the expected hike in trade are the town’s pubs. 

The town’s nightlife was flagged up as a 
particular weakness in a survey organised by 
Oswestry’s Business Improvement District or¬ 
ganisation. 

A total of 160 businesses took part in the sur¬ 
vey and the results revealed many traders felt 
the night time perception of the town was poor. 

Meanwhile, it has been revealed sales of beer 
in Britain’s pubs, bars and restaurants have 
fallen by the biggest margin 
in five years. 

The British Beer and Pub 
Association warned that 
pubs will continue to close if 
the trend continues, blaming 
“sky high” business rates. 

Becca Firth, landlady of 
The Bell Inn in Oswestry, said 
Christmas was a major factor 
in helping pubs through the 
new year. She said: “My rates 
haven’t gone up, but they are 
just under a grand on top of everything else I 
have to pay for. 

“In quiet weeks I don’t know how they can 
charge such high prices. 

“Christmas is my most important time of the 
year, it is the busiest and I rely on the money I 
make to take me into the new year as the earlier 
months are very quiet.” 

Miss Firth said she shared the British Beer 
and Pub Association’s worries about pub clo¬ 
sures. She said: “I think more will close because 
of the rate increase in the new year and trade 
declines. I did however get £1,000 knocked off 
this year with the new government scheme com¬ 
ing into place.” 

Carlton Leonard from Gibsons nightclub said 
a good festive season was essential, especially 
because of business rates. He said: “Christmas 
is a big time, not just for us for everyone. We 
open different days, Mad Friday is a good one, 
but if you can’t do well at Christmas you’re 
never going to do well. 

“Business rates have been the biggest thing, 
they are a problem for everyone. We have had 
an increase, and we shouldn’t really have to pay 
as much because we aren’t open like the others 
all week.” 



Carlton Leonard 


New arrival is the cat’s whiskers for home residents 



Annie Harper, resident, Elain Jones, senior care practitioner, Eleanor Kirk, resident, and Mandy Southern, co-ordinator, and ‘pets’ 


CHURCH-GOERS have found the purr-feet 
way to help those living with dementia. 

Members of the congregation at St Mary’s 
Parish Church in Chirk, near Oswestry, have 
donated a life-like ‘Dementia Friendly Cat’ to 
Chirk Court care home. 

It has already become a firm favourite with 
not only elderly residents but also staff. 

Lisa Johnson who manages the Clwyd Alyn 
Housing Association care home said the con¬ 


gregation at St Mary’s had embraced the op¬ 
portunity to help Chirk become a dementia 
friendly community. 

“The battery-operated cat is incredibly life¬ 
like and ‘breathes’ in a really soothing way,” 
she said. “It was lovely to welcome Matthew 
Wilkinson, the vicar of St Mary’s, to join some 
of the residents for a cuppa at Chirk Court 
as we really appreciate the church’s support.” 

Lisa said that as well as the new feline 


friend, St Mary’s also donated a ‘Pictures to 
Share’ DVD depicting childhood photos and 
music. Members of St Mary’s decided to build 
on the strong links it already has with Chirk 
Court care home and Chirk Hospital which 
also supports people with dementia. 

After asking for the advice of both, jigsaws 
were donated to the hospital and the bat¬ 
tery-operated pet cat introduced at the care 
home. 


POLICE 

TWo men arrested 
over theft of purse 
from woman in shop 

TWO men have been arrested following 
the theft of a purse from a vulnerable pen¬ 
sioner in an Oswestry supermarket, police 
officers have said. 

The 87-year-old victim was in Aldi in 
Oswald Road on October 24 when she was 
approached by two men. 

One of the men distracted her and the 
other rifled through her bag for around 10 
seconds, before walking off with her purse. 

The heartless theft was caught on the 
store’s CCTV cameras and police issued 
images of the incident and launched an 
appeal for information. 

The theft grabbed national attention 
and prompted a JustGiving page to be set 
up to raise money for the unfortunate vic¬ 
tim. 

There was a target of £200 but it even¬ 
tually raised more than £4,500. 

Police have now confirmed two men 
have been arrested. 

A spokesperson for West Mercia Police 
said on Tuesday: “West Mercia Police has 
arrested two people in connection with a 
theft in Aldi in Oswald Road, Oswestry, on 
October 24, 2017. 

“Two people, a man in his 30s and a 
man in his 40s, have been arrested on sus¬ 
picion of theft and remain in police cus¬ 
tody at this time.” 

VANDALISM 

Hall in village is 
damaged by yobs 

A GANG of yobs have caused hundreds of 
pounds worth of damage to a village hall 
between Oswestry and Welshpool. 

Police said the damage was caused by 
people climbing on the roof of Llanymy- 
nech Village Hall. Tiles have been removed 
and about £200 worth of damage caused. 

Shropshire Councillor for Llanymynech 
Matt Lee said: “It’s not the first time some¬ 
thing like this has happened. It’s frustrat¬ 
ing really because we try to put stuff on for 
the youths but it’s not working.” 
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& CONSERVATORIES 





✓ DOORS ^ WINDOWS ^ CONSERVATORIES 
^ GUARDIAN WARM ROOF ✓ FASCIAS ✓ GUTTERINGS 

SUPPLY AND FIT BY QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED FITTERS 
ATTENTION TO DETAIL CAN BE ASSURED 


01691 650567 

www.malcolm-lewis.co.uk 

Visit our Showroom at Glovers Meadow, Oswestry SY10 8NH 
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Inquest on farmer James 
will be held in new year 


Life-changing move for inspirational Martha 



Martha Roberts and her family have moved into a new specially kitted-out bungalow suitable for her needs 


Report by Jonny Drury _ 

THE inquest on a teenager who 
died at the Royal Welsh Show 
has been postponed until the 
new year. 

James Corfield was last seen during 
the early hours of the morning on July 
25 in Builth Wells town centre. 

The young farmer and talented crick¬ 
eter, from Montgomery near Welshpool, 
had been at the show as part of his farming 
duties. 

His disappearance sparked a five-day, 
large-scale search. Mr Corfield had been 
due to meet up with family at the show- 
ground but failed to show. 

A full-scale search followed involving 
hundreds of people from Montgomery and 
Powys. After five days of searching, the 
19-year-old was discovered in a deep pool 
in the River Wye. An inquest was opened 
and adjourned at Aberdare in August by 
Coroner Andrew Barkley. 

Mr Barkley said he did not suspect any ta 
third party involvement. 

The full inquest was due to take place 
at Welshpool Magistrates Court on Friday 
last week but was eventually only held as a 
pre-inquest review. 

The full inquest will now take place on 
January 12. 

Meanwhile, more than £31,000 has been 
raised at a charity auction in memory of the 
teenager. 

Members of staff at Norman Lloyd Es¬ 
tate Agents in Mid Wales were part of the 
search party looking for James and were 
inspired to host an auction and evening of 
entertainment in his memory. 

Around 800 people attended the event at 
Welshpool Livestock Market and the team 
smashed the original fundraising target of 
£ 8 , 000 . 

Meg Hughes, from Norman Lloyd, said: 
“The money for the Brecon Mountain Res¬ 
cue Team is still rolling in but it has sur¬ 
passed the £31,000 mark already. 

“We can’t believe it.” 

“When we looked at the lots we guessed 
it would make around £8,000 but on the 
night things went for really, really good 
money and everyone was so generous.” 


A NEW home can be big change for any 
family. 

But for the Roberts family their new bun¬ 
galow has been life-changing, particularly 
for eight-year-old daughter Martha. Helen, 
Ian and their five daughters, from St Mar¬ 
tins near Oswestry, moved into a new pur¬ 
pose-built home this summer, as part of a 
development by the Wrekin Housing Trust. 

And Martha is a bit of a star too, having 
recently been recognised by West Mer¬ 
cia Police with a good citizen award. Like 


many children, she loves giraffes, drawing 
and playing with her sisters. 

But a neuro muscular disorder physically 
affects her body in many ways meaning she 
has various support needs and her symp¬ 
toms become progressively worse over the 
course of the day. 

Their new four-bedroom bungalow fea¬ 
tures a family kitchen and lounge area, 
together with a wet room kitted out with 
specialist equipment to assist Martha with 
her day to day needs. 


Designed to be fully accessible for wheel¬ 
chairs, the property has everything in place 
to enable further adaptions, such as hoists, 
in the future if required. Her mother, 
Helen, said: “This bungalow is simply 
amazing for us all. It has given me and the 
family immense peace of mind. I was wor¬ 
ried Martha’s room would feel clinical but it 
doesn’t at all. The wet room has been such 
a blessing and I know whatever happens in 
the future we have a home that can adapt 
and cope with any changes.” 
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Come and 
see our wide 
range of gas 
and electric 
fires with over 
30 suites and 
surrounds on 
display 



Gas & Electric 
Cookers 


from 
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Tel: 01691 655936 


www.cambrianfires.co.uk 


All major 
credit cards 
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Officers' 
opinion on 
bid not yet 
confirmed 

SHROPSHIRE Council bosses have 
said it has still not been confirmed 
what recommendation officers will 
give when a retrospective planning 
application for a major tourist attrac¬ 
tion comes forward for determina¬ 
tion. 

The British Ironwork Centre at 
Aston near Oswestry has applied for 
retrospective permission for a retail 
centre, cafe, storage and distribution, 
outdoor activities and a car park. 

More recent additions have in¬ 
cluded an outdoor theatre, mini rail¬ 
way and crazy golf course. 

The firm’s chairman Clive Knowles 
said this week he understood plan¬ 
ning officers would recommend ap¬ 
proval for the scheme. 

He said: “Given we started this 
planning process in 2015 we are so 
keen to see it concluded in 2017. 

“It would be an amazing Christmas 
if we didn’t have this hanging over us 
and the 85 staff here any longer.” 

Council bosses said the recommen¬ 
dation from officers was still to be 
confirmed. 

Philip Mullineux, Shropshire Coun¬ 
cil’s principal planner, said: “Both the 
officer recommendation, and date for 
committee consideration, have not yet 
been confirmed. 

“Officers are working to resolve 
outstanding issues and bring the ap¬ 
plication forward for consideration by 
a future committee.” 

Busy night for 
BTs call centre 

THE BT Network Management Cen¬ 
tre in Shropshire is again gearing up 
to ensure BBC’s Children in Need 
night runs as smoothly as possible. 

Based on the edge of Oswestry, the 
centre, which employs people from 
around the UK, is the eyes and ears 
of the UK’s and international voice 
networks. Staff are expecting an extra 
200,000 calls during Friday evening. 


Man, 26, invited girls to 
indulge in sex activity 



Celebrity chef Rick Stein was in Oswestry at an event organised by the town’s Booka Bookshop 


Report by David Banner 

A MAN who invited two teenage 
girls over the internet to indulge 
in sexual activity has been given 
a suspended sentence. 

Bryan Anthony Bowen, 26, of Borfa 
Green in Welshpool, admitted the two 
charges relating to July and October of last 
year after a further harassment charge was 
dropped. 

Judge Rhys Rowlands, sitting at Mold 
Crown Court, said that the defendant, who 
attended a special school, led an isolated 
existence. 

He was “trying to live out some sort of 
fantasy”, said the judge, who told how his 
offending was born out of his own inade¬ 
quacy. He had no previous convictions, and 
the judge said that while what he had done 
was “very, very wrong”, if he was sent to 
prison he would have a very hard time. 
There, the defendant would be picked upon 
and it would be quite a difficult exercise to 
manage his time in prison, he explained. 

After thinking about his case long and 
hard, the judge said that he had been per¬ 
suaded to suspend the inevitable prison 
sentence. 

Bowen admitted the two incitement 
charges which took place between July and 
October 2015. 

A further harassment charge was 
dropped. 

Bowen received a 48-week prison sen¬ 
tence suspended for two years and he was 
placed on rehabilitation. 

He must follow programmes devised by 
the probation service and remain indoors 
between 9pm and 7am for three months 
under a tagged curfew. 

Bowen was made the subject of a 10-year 
sexual harm prevention order and ordered 
to register as a sex offender for 10 years. 

Prosecuting barrister Anna Price said 
that a girl aged 15 was shocked and angry 
to receive a message from the defendant. 

Arrested and interviewed, he said that he 
thought the girls were older. 

Defending barrister, Dafydd Roberts, 
said his client would benefit greatly by as¬ 
sistance from the probation service. 


COMING fresh from serving up the 
first episode of his new series The 
Road to Mexico, celebrity chef Rick 
Stein dished up a treat when he vis¬ 
ited Oswestry. 

Organised by the town’s Booka 
Bookshop, the 70-year-old was guest 
of honour at the town’s Wynnstay 
Hotel. He was on the nationwide 
tour promoting his new book, The 
Road to Mexico - with the TV ver¬ 
sion currently being aired. 

The event was the highlight of the 


bookshop’s autumn calendar and all 
240 tickets sold out within a day and 
a half. 

Rick revealed it was not the first 
time he had visited the town as, 
back in the 1970s, as a young mo¬ 
bile DJ, he played at a society wed¬ 
ding where members of the Rolling 
Stones, Marianne Faithfull and 
T-Rex were present. He said the 
dining room the following morning 
“looked like something from Bels¬ 
hazzar’s feast”. 


Chaired by Caroline Lang, from 
Moreton School, the informal chat 
had Rick tell of his favourite dishes, 
his journeys through various coun¬ 
tries and the food he had tasted 
along the way. Asked what his rec¬ 
ipe for a cold November evening 
in Oswestry would be, he said: “It 
would have to be either chargrilled 
beef taco with spring onions and 
salsa verde or fish chowder. They 
are both pretty special dishes to 
have.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Four are injured 
in road collision 

FOUR people were taken to hospital 
following a crash near Welshpool. 

Police said none of the injuries was 
believed to be life threatening. 

The two-vehicle collision happened 
at about 1.20pm on Sunday on the 
A483 between Welshpool and Ard- 
dleen and involved a black Vauxhall 
Corsa and a blue Ford Fiesta. 

A child was flown by air ambulance 
to Alder Hey Children’s Hospital in 
Liverpool, while three adults were 
taken by land ambulance to the Royal 
Shrewsbury Hospital. 

The busy trunk road was closed 
until just before 5pm with diversions 
put in place. 

Meanwhile, the A483 was blocked 
on Monday because of a lorry that had 
jackknifed in the road. 

At around 3pm the main route from 
Welshpool to Newtown was blocked 
causing long delays for drivers. 

Dyfed-Powys Police were advising 
people to find an alternative route. 

Driver failed to 
stop after crash 

MOTORIST Derek Hazelwood, 82, of 
Yockleton, Shrewsbury, appeared be¬ 
fore Welshpool Magistrates Court on 
Tuesday last week. He pleaded guilty 
to driving his Mitsubishi Shogun in 
Morrison’s car park in Welshpool on 
June 22, causing damage to a Ford 
Transit van and failing to stop. 

He also admitted a charge of driv¬ 
ing without due care and attention. 
He was fined £100 and ordered to pay 
£85 costs and a £30 victim surcharge. 

Teenager's rape 
case adjourned 

THE case against a teenager charged 
with raping a girl has been adjourned. 

Kieran Mark Goodwin, 18, of Lit¬ 
tle Henfaes Drive, Welshpool, made a 
one minute appearance in the dock at 
Mold Crown Court. He faced charges 
including raping a girl aged under 16 
in October 2016, having underage sex, 
and engaging in other sexual activity 
with her. Judge Niclas Parry agreed 
that he should not enter pleas to allow 
for other matters to be dealt with. 
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4 west Pennine 

Trucks 



Current Opportunities 
- Oswestry 


HGV Technician(s) 

- Technical qualifications 

- Commercial workshop 
experience 

- High standards 

- Health and safety focus 


Trailer Technician 

- Work effectively as part 
of a team 

- An eye for detail 

- Excellent organisation 
skills 

- Health and Safety focus 


Contact 

Darren Counsell 
Depot Manager 

Oswestry 

West Pennine Trucks 
Unit 19, Mile oak Ind Es 
Maesbury Road 
Oswestry 
SY108GA 

Tel. - 01691 671500 



www.westpenninetrucks.com 


Brother and sister take on marathon 

A BROTHER and sister are team- preparation. Neither have ever run fantastic achievement if we can do Rhyn has a box in the shop for do¬ 
ing up to run the London Marathon a marathon before, but are up for it, hopefully we can.” nations. Taking place at The Last 

in aid of Oswestry Orthopaedic the challenge and will be supporting The pair are looking to raise Inn, Hengoed, an acoustic guitarist 
Hospital. each other through the gruelling £1,500 each from the run, and will be joined by two bands playing 

Ben Carter and Jessica Pierpoint marathon. have a charity rock night later this popular covers from years gone by. 

won a place to run the 26.2 mile Ben works at the hospital, and month. Tickets are £10 and are available 

race in aid of the hospital, and have both live nearby. Jessica said: “It is Jessica, who works at Celebrity from Jessica on 07857 310919 or 
Jessica and Ben in training been doing rigorous training in a great thing to do and it will be a Hair and Beauty Salon in Weston Ben on 07715 974606 



Care worker stole £8k from 
elderly resident at home 


Report by Lisa O’Brien 

A TEAM leader who stole more than £8,000 from an elderly resident 
at a care home near Oswestry has been spared an immediate prison 
sentence. 

Becky Jones had worked in the role at Hengoed Park residential home, 
Shrewsbury Crown Court heard. 

Antony Longworth, prosecuting, said one of the care home’s residents was a man in 
his 90s who had a number of difficulties which meant he could not cope for himself. He 


Teen hurt in 50ft 
scaffolding fall 

A TEENAGER was taken to hospital after 
suffering serious injuries when she fell 50ft 
from scaffolding. 

It is believed the 19-year-old fell off 
scaffolding near to the Poundland store in 
Oswestry. 

She was airlifted to the Royal Stoke Uni¬ 
versity Hospital. 

Police were called to the incident by a 
member of staff at Poundland at around 
3.25pm on Thursday last week. 

Inspector Jeff Morris of West Mercia Po¬ 
lice confirmed that serious pelvic and spinal 
injuries were suffered in the fall, as well as 
a possible head injury. 

He said: “It seems that the young lady 
had scaled scaffolding at the back of the 
store. She’s fallen from the scaffolding and 
sustained serious injuries to her pelvis and 
spine and possibly had a head injury.” 


said 41-year-old Jones managed to get 
hold of his bank card and pin number and 
used it to withdraw about £8,490 from his 
bank account over a period of around three 
months. Mr Longworth said various CCTV 
recordings showed Jones at cash machines 
withdrawing money. 

She admitted to police that she had 
thrown the bank card away and went on 
to say she was in a substantial amount of 
debt. Jones, of Hammonds Place, Gobowen, 
had pleaded guilty to fraud, dating back to 
between March and July, at an earlier court 
hearing. 

Robert Edwards, representing Jones, 
told the court: “It’s a very sad case indeed.” 

He said the offending had stopped before 
it was detected and she had finally come to 
her senses. 

Recorder Roger Evans handed her an 
eight-month prison sentence suspended for 
a period of two years. 

She must also do 250 hours unpaid work. 
The court heard that prosecutors will now 
either apply for a compensation order from 
the court or seek to get the money back 
through a proceeds of crime hearing at a 
later date. 



Annual toy appeal launched 


Launching this year’s Christmas Toy Appeal are Sophie Armstrong of Storage King 
and the Shropshire Star’s Mark Andrews 


CHRISTMAS is coming - and once again 
the Chronicle’s sister title the Shropshire 
Star is asking big-hearted readers to help 
bring a smile to youngsters who might be 
facing a difficult time over the festive sea¬ 
son. 

They are teaming up with partners at 
Storage King for their Christmas Toy Ap¬ 
peal. 

It is the third year running the Star has 
joined forces for the appeal, which has dis¬ 
tributed more than 2,000 gifts to the needy 
since it was launched. 


This year they are supporting five dif¬ 
ferent good causes which give support to 
children who will be spending Christmas in 
difficult circumstances. Among the causes 
to benefit will be The Movement Cen¬ 
tre, based in Gobowen, and Hope House 
Children’s Hospice based in Morda near 
Oswestry. The Star is asking readers to do¬ 
nate brand new toys, books and games for 
children of all ages, with gifts for teenagers 
particularly welcome. Gifts can be dropped 
off at the Star’s offices in Salop Road, 
Oswestry. 



WE PROVIDE THE 
FOLLOWING SERVICES: 


✓ Tyres ✓ Mot’s ✓ Air conditioning 

✓ Engine diagnostics ✓ Servicing 

✓ Laser wheel alignment 

✓ Puncture repairs ✓ Timing belts 

✓ Clutches ✓ Brakes 
✓ Batteries ✓ Suspension 



THIS MONTHS OFFER: 

50% OFF MOT’S! 

CALL US FOR DETAILS 


Unit 17, Dyffryn Industrial Estate, 




Newtown, Powys, SY16 3BD 
Tel: 01686 622 777 □ 


OPENING HOURS: 08:00-18:00 
M0N-FRI 08:30-13:00 SAT 



live 

Slimming World 

a warm and friendly 
group near you today... 

EVERY TUESDAY 


Ellesmere Town Hall 

3-4 Willow Street, Ellesmere 
Meetings at: 9.00am, 5.15pm and 7.15pm 
Contact Yvonne on 07939 475426 


EVERY FRIDAY MORNING 
9.15 WEM TOWN HALL 


slimmingworld.co.uk 

0344 897 8000 RQ® 


c Slimminq 
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Foot Care Treatment 
In Your Own Home 

By Roy Davis (Mpspract) 

Foot Health Practitioner 

Treatments: 

• Nail Trimming* Ingrown Toe Nails 
• Hard Skin / Calluses • Corns • Verrucas 

Call: 01691 777130 
Or 07960 822505 


Drum Tuition 

You can learn quickly and 
easily with professional 
lessons from qualified teacher 
and composser 
Brian Stone. 
Any age and 
any style 
welcome. 



For more information call Brian: 
01691652956 

email: brianstone212@btinternet.com 


A&G Removals 

* Single Items/Full House 
* Collections/Deliveries 

* Local and Long Distance 

Established for 23 years 
T: 01691 680097 
M: 07926 995767 
www.aghouseclearance.org.uk 













































Council homes to be built 
for first time in 25 years 


Report by Karen Compton _ 

POWYS County Council is to build new council homes in the county 
for the first time in 25 years. 

Council homes were last built in Powys in 1992 but the council’s Cabinet 
approved plans to develop a phased five-year programme for the development 
of new homes across the county at a meeting last week. 

The plan will look to build around 250 properties in the next five years. Powys County 


Group in line for tidy award 



Love Our Villages action day volunteers have been recognised for their work 


Gates are 
stolen from 
old chapel 

WHEN you go away on holiday you don’t 
expect to return to have no gates on the 
front of your home. 

However, that was the case in the village 
of Four Crosses between Oswestry and 
Welshpool, when one man returned from a 
break to find two iron gates on the front 
of a chapel he owns on his land had been 
stolen at Domgay House. 

Mike Palfreyman, who has lived in the 
border village for 12 years, had been away 
and failed to make the discovery immedi¬ 
ately. He was informed by someone who 
carries out work at his property, and he 
was left perplexed by the theft which he 
believes had been pre-planned. 

He said: “I had been away for a while 
and come back to find this had happened. I 
had someone doing a bit of work in the gar¬ 
den and they had asked if I had taken the 
gates off to have work done to them, that is 
when I discovered they had been removed. 
It couldn’t have been an opportunity theft 
because those gates are quite heavy. 

“For my age I am quite a fit man, but 
I wouldn’t be able to lift the gates on my 
own, it would take more than one person.” 

Mr Palfreyman had been coming to the 
end of the restoration of his house and the 
former chapel that had taken him 12 years. 


Council’s cabinet member for housing ser¬ 
vices Councillor Jonathan Wilkinson said: 
“Powys County Council already provides 
more than 5,300 council homes but we 
need more to meet local needs. We have 
agreed that Housing Services will work on 
a phased five-year programme for the de¬ 
velopment of new council homes for rent, 
and also affordable houses for low cost 
home ownership across the county.” 

Welsh Government is committed to deliv¬ 
ering 20,000 new affordable homes across 
Wales by 2021. 

Capital resources for the development 
of new homes have been increased signif¬ 
icantly and programmes of funding which 
had previously only been available to hous¬ 
ing associations have been extended to local 
authority landlords. 

Cllr Wilkinson added: “This is an exciting 
time for us to develop social and affordable 
housing in Powys with increased funding 
opportunities. The annual guaranteed al¬ 
location of Social Housing Grant in Powys 
has increased from £1.56 million in 2014 to 
£7.2 million for next year. 

“A housing development framework 
will be established to enable a number of 
contractors ranging in size and scale to be 
considered as development partners for the 
various build projects, rather than a single, 
large development partner. We are very 
keen to use local suppliers and contractors 
wherever possible, in line with the cabinet’s 
focus on procuring locally. 

“We will also look to develop all new 
council homes using home-grown timber. 
This is in keeping with the Wood Encour¬ 
agement Policy which was approved by cab¬ 
inet earlier this year and which will further 
support the local economy.” The cabinet 
also approved the development of schemes 
via competitive tender as pilot schemes 
whilst the framework was being developed. 


A VILLAGE tidy group in the Ceiriog Valley 
near Oswestry is celebrating after learning 
its efforts have been recognised by the Keep 
Wales Tidy organisation. 

The Love Our Villages group has been 
shortlisted in the transforming commu¬ 
nities category in this year’s Tidy Wales 
Awards. The group automatically wins £50 
for being shortlisted in the final three in its 
category and could win £200 towards its 
projects should it go on to win. 

Three founder members of the group, 
which runs monthly village tidy action 
days in the villages of Pontfadog, Dolyw- 
ern and Llwynmawr, have been invited 
to attend the awards ceremony on Mon¬ 


day. Chairman Helen Crossley, said: “We 
are absolutely thrilled and delighted to be 
shortlisted for such a prestigious award. It 
is a testament to the hard work, dedication 
and commitment of our many wonderful 
volunteers who turn out in all weathers to 
keep our villages spruce, swept, litter-free 
and looking good. 

“We have a great relationship with our 
local Keep Wales Tidy representative, 
Shane Hughes, and have formed produc¬ 
tive partnerships with our local Leonard 
Cheshire Disability home, the Glyn Valley 
Railway & Industrial Heritage Trust, the 
Glyntraian Community Council, local in¬ 
terest groups and schools.” 


DAlNTy 
PAWS 


077 ** 
*78 533 


MOBILE DOG GROOMING 

Full dog grooming services, 
including facial, nail trims, 
clipping, eyes and ears 




Shropshire's traditional funeral directors on 
the banks of the River Severn 

Shrewsbury's original family funeral direc¬ 
tors are as much part of the local heritage 
as the River Severn. 

From our offices and award winning 
gardens on the banks of the River 
Severn at Coleham, Pughs have 
provided a highly personal and 
professional funeral service to families at 
their time of need for over 120 years. 

133 Longden Coleham, 
Shrewsbury SY3 7DN 
24 hour tel: 01743 344 646 

© EG info@pughsfuneraldirectors.com 

pughsfuneraldirectors.com 
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Mobility Reclining Chairs & Bed 


Shan 




• DEDICATED MOBILITY SHOWROOM 

• FREE DELIVERY AND SET UP 


REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF OLD CHAIR/BED 


Furniture and Carpets 

For Best Quality & Service 

Offering the widest selection of 
electric reclining chairs and beds 
in the area and with experienced 
staff to advise and assist you with 
your purchase, you need look no 
further than Shannon Sales to 
create the perfect home. 


Shannon Sales, Chirk LL14 5NA | Tel: 



1 773257 www.shannonsales.co. 
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6 Features & Comment 


BREEZE 
ABOUT TOWN 


I’ve just completed my first 
year as a Powys County Coun¬ 
cillor and found myself ques¬ 
tioning whether I have made the 
differences I set out to achieve 
as a raw newcomer back in Oc¬ 
tober, 2016. There’s a simple 
answer, no. I suspect every new 
councillor sets out with the same 
burning desire to make a name 
for themselves, give the estab¬ 
lishment a firm kick up the back¬ 
side and tell those long-standing 
politicians just where they had 
been going wrong. The reality of 
course is very different. 

Around 30 new councillors 
won seats on Powys Council 
in May, a time when I had to 
fight my second election in five 
months to avoid becoming the 
council’s shortest serving mem¬ 
ber on record. They arrived with 
the same raw enthusiasm that 
I had experienced. Six months 
later it’s a vastly different picture 
and I suspect quite a few are al¬ 
ready wondering what they have 
let themselves in for. 

Because they are already find¬ 
ing it apparent that making the 
difference they crave isn’t quite 
that easy. Layer after layer of bu¬ 
reaucracy sit between the wide- 
eyed newcomers and any real 
chance to save their local school 
or keep the town swimming pool 
open - and the frustrations are 
already glaringly obvious. 

Discovering that it’s not as 
easy to be heard as it is on their 
local town or community council 
is proving a frustration for many 
new councillors, a frustration 
heightened as they find them¬ 
selves bogged down in meetings 
involving endless scrutiny and 
fine detail. Not the table-bashing 
opportunities many had envis¬ 
aged. And then of course there’s 
the walking into a council in cri¬ 
sis. If it wasn’t bad enough that 
the ruling Independent Group 
was forced into a coalition with 
the Conservatives to win a ma¬ 
jority there was the news that 
austerity measures passed down 
from above will last for years to 
come. Personally I’m up for the 
challenge, as difficult as it may 
be. I’ve not changed the world 
yet but I have made some valu¬ 
able progress on matters affect¬ 
ing my own ward and Welshpool 
in particular - despite finding 
many of the barriers difficult to 
break down. And I will continue 
to make my voice heard for the 
people of Welshpool. What is 
strikingly obvious though is that 
being a county councillor is not 
what it was. Gone are the days 
when councils had money to 
burn. For the foreseeable future 
members face the difficulty of 
explaining to their constituents 
why services will continue to be 
cut or lost completely. 
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Black smoke over farms involved in the outbreak A digger prepares a grave for the slaughtered animals How the Shropshire Star broke the news of the outbreak 


How the foot and mouth 
outbreak hit county hard 



Farmer Henry Yates remembers the foot and mouth outbreak well 


A terrible foot and mouth 
outbreak had links to 
the Oswestry area, mark 
ANDREWS reports _ 

HALF a century on, there is still 
sadness in Henry Yates’s voice 
as he talks about the impact 
the 1967 foot-and-mouth dis¬ 
ease outbreak had on his fam- 
ily. 

“My brother-in-law Tony Row¬ 
lands and my sister Margaret were 
farming at Colemore Green in 
Bridgnorth,” he recalls. 

“They rang to say they had a suspected 
case of foot-and-mouth, and within hours 
they had to slaughter all their animals.” 

Tony and Margaret were distraught, 
but there was little that Henry could to 
do help. 

Quarantine restrictions meant the 
Rowlands were not allowed to leave their 
farm, and Mr Yates was not able to visit 
them either for fear of spreading the dis¬ 
ease. “It was very hard,” says Mr Yates, 
of Middleton Scriven, near Bridgnorth. 

“They were terribly upset, and nor¬ 
mally we would have gone over to con¬ 
sole them, as you would with any other 
bereavement. We would talk over the 
phone, but that’s all we could manage. 
We had to spend Christmas apart.” It 
was one of the biggest crises in farming 
of the 20th century. And although it was 
dwarfed in scale by the 2001 outbreak - 
which was concentrated largely in the 
south-east and north of England - its im¬ 
pact on Shropshire was unlike anything 
that has been seen since. At the end of 
October 1967, farmer Norman Ellis no¬ 
ticed a sow in his stockyard had gone 


lame. He called the vet and then went 
to the livestock market in Oswestry. 
When he returned he received the most 
devastating of news: the sow had foot 
and mouth disease, and the Ministry of 
Agriculture had been alerted. 

For Mr Ellis it was a personal trag¬ 
edy. Every animal on his Bryn Farm in 
Nantmawr, near Oswestry, was slaugh¬ 
tered the following day. But it was too 
late to prevent a national disaster. 
By the time the vet delivered his ver¬ 
dict Mr Ellis had sold two cows at the 
market and a massive police hunt was 
launched to trace every animal which 
had been sold that day. 

The disease spread like wildfire. 
Within a week 43 farms were affected 
across north Shropshire and Cheshire. 
Within 10 days it had spread east as far 


as Newport and as far west as Llangol¬ 
len. After four weeks it had reached 
Wolverhampton and Worcestershire. 

For Mr Yates, the abiding image was 
of the burning pyres as thousands of 
pigs and cattle were destroyed. 

“You could see them for miles 
around. Every day there were updates 
in the newspaper of where the latest 
cases had been found,” he says. 

The Shropshire Star reported how 
the skies around Oswestry were filled 
with black acrid smoke as hundreds 
of carcasses were burned at a time. 
“Tongues of flames 100 yards long 
licked at the bodies of 129 slaughtered 
cattle and 64 sheep on Whitehall Farm, 
two miles from Oswestry,” wrote re¬ 
porter Jim Willding-Jones. 

Mr Yates remembers how nothing 


was left to chance. “Looking back, it was 
probably the right thing to do, but they 
would destroy anything if they thought 
there was the slightest risk.” 

He remembers it as being a very dif¬ 
ficult time for farmers, although he is 
well aware that he was one of the luckier 
ones. “All the markets were shut, there 
weren’t any meetings, and we didn’t 
allow anyone on to the farm. I spent that 
entire autumn and winter hedge-lay¬ 
ing,” he says. 

Ministry and private laboratory 
workers were brought in to oversee the 
cleaning of lorries taking essential sup¬ 
plies to farms and collecting milk. Road 
construction was suspended to allow ma¬ 
chinery to be used to dispose of slaugh¬ 
tered stock and black smoke hung over 
burning carcasses. Some panic-stricken 
farmers patrolled farm boundaries with 
shotguns to shoot wild animals, birds 
and even domestic pets that could have 
carried the virus. 

The cause of the epidemic was the 
subject of much speculation and contro¬ 
versy. One theory was that the virus was 
brought into the country in imported 
frozen beef. Suggestions that the beef 
may have come from Argentina, a key 
source of Britain’s frozen beef imports, 
were strongly denied by the Argentinian 
government. 

An official report later said that some 
bones which the Ellis family had bought 
from a local butcher’s for the farm’s 
three sheepdogs was the probable cause 
of the epidemic. They had been boiled 
before being given to the dogs, and an 
analysis later found that they contained 
the virus. Tests also revealed that Mr El¬ 
lis’s slaughtered cattle were free of the 
disease and the official report concluded 
that it must have originated in his pigs. 
While Mr Ellis didn’t feed swill to his 
pigs, the bones fed to his dogs could have 
been carried to where the pigs had been. 


WORKING 
FOR YOU 



In 2016, the public sector pay 
bill (excluding nationalised cor¬ 
porations) was £179 billion. This 
includes the wages and salaries 
of public sector workers, the 
employer National Insurance 
Contributions and employers’ 
pension contributions towards 
public service pension schemes. 
With such a large pay bill, even 
small percentage increases can 
lead to significant increases in 
the cost of employing public 
sector workers. 

Before Ministers make final 
decisions on pay, they will seek 
the views of the eight independ¬ 
ent Pay Review Bodies, which 
will consider the evidence on 
how best to ensure they can 
recruit and retain the very best 
people within public services, 
like giving people more flexibility 
over their working hours. They 
will report in spring 2018, at 
which point the Government will 
consider their recommendations 
and announce public sector pay 
awards for each of those work¬ 
forces. 

Every Labour government has 
left the economy and unemploy¬ 
ment in a worse state and it is 
only because we have started 
getting the economy under con¬ 
trol that we can pay for public 
sector services and workers. 
Public sector net borrowing as 
a share of GDP from April 2016 
- March 2017 was 2.3 per cent, 
down from 4.1 per cent the pre¬ 
vious year and down from 9.9 
per cent in 2010, during the final 
year of the last Labour govern¬ 
ment. 

In 2010, we inherited the big¬ 
gest deficit in our history and 
we were borrowing £300,000 a 
minute. Now, after many difficult 
choices we are still borrowing 
£87,000 a minute and next year 
it is projected to rise to £111,000 
per minute next year. We will be 
spending more on debt interest 
than on the entire NHS pay bill; 
savings must still be made. 

ONS public sector productivi¬ 
ty data for 1997-2010 shows that 
while private sector productivity 
grew at two per cent, public sec¬ 
tor productivity actually fell by 
0.2 per cent. We need the public 
sector to deliver more for less, as 
the private sector does. 

The economy continues to 
grow and we have record lev¬ 
els of people in employment. 
However we are not out of the 
woods yet. It is simply not moral 
to continue to spend more than 
we can raise in tax, dumping 
the debt burden on our children 
and grandchildren; they will be 
paying for goods enjoyed by 
our generation at the expense of 
theirs. 

Owen Paterson 

North Shropshire MP 
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BLINDS lm 

Quality Made to Measure 

ROLLER BLINDS WOODEN BLINDS 

CONSERVATORY VERTICAL BLINDS 

BLINDS ROMAN BLINDS 

VENETIAN PLEATED 

BLINDS BLINDS 

BUY J 

Vertical Blinds/ 

; roller blinds 
Fitted from 

£199 

Perfect Fit Blinds 

IVELUX 

FREE MEASURING 
AND FITTING SERVICE 

Value for Money 
FAST Local Service 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET 6LEAIflN6 

MADE TO MEASURE AND READY MADE CURTAINS 

MONTGOMERY FABRICS 

www.directblindsshropshire.co.uk 

■ 01691 670257 m 

www.easyfitblinds.co.uk 

For Domestic & Commercial Premises 

6 Oswald Road, Oswestry SY11 IRE 


High Lea House 
Residential Home 


1 - 

Rated Good by 

A 


CQC inspectors. 



Good Quality Care 


• Friendly and Homely 
• Set in Beautiful Gardens 
Established for over 30 years 
Visitors are always welcome 


Llanforda Rise, Oswestry SYI I ISY 

Oswestry 01691 654090 



P&G VEHICLE 


REPAIRS 


Cargotec Industrial Park, Elson, Ellesmere SY12 9JW 



01691 622849 


www.pandgvehiclerepairs.co.uk 


J. Francis Roberts & Son 

Funeral Directors EST. 1895 


• Family Run Business 

• Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Providing Funeral Services to North 
Wales and Shropshire 
Border for 120 years 

• Golden Charter Funeral 

Plans Available (£Um i .• , * 


Tel: (01978) 810 884 

10 Crane Street, Cefn Mawr, Wrexham LL14 3AB 
www.funeralserviceswrexham.co.uk 






























































Letters 


Help us all get back on our bikes Not convinced 

leaving union 
will help our 
environment 


WHAT a surprise to hear again that cy¬ 
clists who break the law need to be pun¬ 
ished. This is not the way to deal with the 
situation. Putting young adults in prison 
for riding on the pavement or riding the 
wrong way on the road is a bad idea. 

I understand that cyclists do get killed 
and seriously hurt walkers on our streets 
in England and Wales - around 10 to 15 a 
year. On the other hand due to cars around 
that number are killed each day and many 


more are seriously injured. Our roads need 
to change so people on bikes and cars are 
safe together on our Shropshire roads. 

We need to find the money for proper 
cycle lanes in our towns. There needs to 
be positive ways in the future planning of 
more cycle lanes so those of us who can get 
out of our cars and on to bikes feel safe. 

I notice that many of our local children 
and young people use bikes as a way going 
to their schools, but this drops off when 


they attend our sixth forms. It’s been 
proven that going to work, school or college 
is so much more healthier and so good for 
the local environment. 

Let us all encourage all age groups to get 
back on our bikes. 

Since I have been cycling during the 
past 12 months I have lost over a stone in 
weight. 

JOHN GOODWIN 

Shrewsbury 


Image shows Aston Hall in all its former glory 



Aston Hall is a magnificent 18th century property near Oswestry, seen here in an old postcard, which may date from the 
Edwardian era, loaned by Mrs Diana Humphreys of Maesbrook. Comparing this old image with a more modern image, it seems 
that at some point the size of the hall has been significantly reduced. We do know that in 1970 there was an application for the 
demolition of the entire hall, which was approved by the then Oswestry Rural District Council. 


Join the campaign 
to help stop cruel 
badger cull plans 

AT this moment in time there is an exter¬ 
mination campaign against badgers. 

In fact, 33,841 is the maximum number 
of badgers that can be killed in this horrific 
extension of the Tory and Labour Govern¬ 
ments’ (Wales) extermination policy. 

Seventy eight per cent of farmers with 
persistent herds breakdowns of TB will 
be encouraged to exterminate badgers. No 
attempt will be made to evaluate the suc¬ 
cess of culling as distinct from any other 
measures and the NFU will then claim that 
killing badgers has been a success. Latest 
scientific evidence, however, shows, far 
from badgers transmitting disease, the cat¬ 
tle themselves have been the ‘hidden reser¬ 
voir’ all along. 

This ill-conceived plan, scapegoating 
badgers, must not be allowed to happen. 
Please join the campaign to ensure that our 
badgers continue to be protected across the 
UK. Help stop the cull. 

For more information there are updates 
on various Facebook and Google sites. 

JUNE HOLDER 

Dinas Powys 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Readers’ Letters, 
The Chronicle, 

14 Salop Road, 
Oswestry, SY11 2NU 


EMAIL 

iain.stjohn@ 

shropshirestar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, 
address and telephone number. The Editor reserves 
the right to condense letters. 

looking for more 
details on Charlie 

CHARLIE Parry was born in 1870 and 
raised in the Oswestry area. He won the 
Football League title while playing for 
Everton and also represented Wales. He 
wound down his career at Newtown, Aber¬ 
ystwyth Town and Oswestry United (being 
converted to a goalkeeper when he was too 
old to play outfield). 

I am keen to hear from anyone who might 
be able to provide further details about 
Charlie’s life and times. Please email rs- 
neston@gmail.com or phone 07779 483713. 

ROB SAWYER 

EFC Heritage Society 


Would be good 
to know evidence 
of EU assertion 

NORTH Shropshire constituents have 
reason to be grateful to Owen Paterson as 
their representative over so many years, 
but he is in the habit of making statements 
with very limited scientific evidence. 

Apart from contradicting the conclusion 
of 97 per cent of the world scientific com¬ 
munity that global warming is actual and 
linked to human activity, Mr Paterson now 
suggests that the red squirrel remains en¬ 
dangered because of “EU intransigence”. 
He might recall that in the 1970s, thanks 
to Westminster intransigence, we used to 
pump raw sewage straight into the sea, but 
now that EU laws have forced Britain to 
clean up its act 95 per cent of our beaches 
are safer to bathe in, and presumably safer 
for the shoreline wildlife. 

If we are to be convinced by the assertion 
that there is a link between environmental 
degradation and EU membership, it would 
be worth knowing the scientific qualifica¬ 
tions of the person making that claim. 

ALAN BRADDOCK 

Oswestry 


I AM sure that most of the things men¬ 
tioned by Owen Paterson (Oswestry 
Chronicle, October 26) can be achieved 
without leaving the EU. The grey squirrel 
for instance came in long before the EU 
even existed, it is currently classed as a 
pest and it is legal to humanely kill them. 
Leaving the EU is not going to make any 
difference to this, go ahead and do it, don’t 
blame the EU. 

Why leaving the EU is suddenly going to 
make farmers more efficient is beyond me, 
or is it because they may not get a replace¬ 
ment for the EU subsidies they currently 
receive to put affordable food on every¬ 
body’s table? Believe me, farmers already 
have to be very efficient to make a decent 
income. 

The most efficient country in the world 
producing food is a member of the EU, and 
even in the Netherlands the farmers don’t 
get the recognition they deserve from both 
politicians and Joe Public. Again this has 
got nothing to do with being in the EU or 
not. I foresee quite a big increase in food 
prices in the United Kingdom and no doubt 
there will be less choice for the customer. 
And whether the British farmers are going 
to benefit from this remains to be seen. I 
for one very much doubt it. If Mr Paterson 
is really concerned about the environment 
and the countryside, as he claims to be, he 
should maybe withdraw his support for 
fracking the countryside (even in his own 
backyard) in search for fossil fuels and in¬ 
stead support investment in clean energy 
like solar and wind energy. It will save 
many millions of pounds trying to repair 
the ecological damage from fracking. But 
wait, leaving the EU will just remove a lot 
of red tape to make it easier to frack this 
beautiful country. I get it now. 

HANS VENEKLAAS SLOTS 

Pentrecoed 

Get stricter 
to cut speeds 

WHILE it would be advantageous to all 
have 20mph speed limits it would not work. 

It does not work with 30mph speed limits 
or even 40mph. 

The reason being that people ignore our 
present limits, they are not going to abide 
by any limits. 

The only answer to this is to make the 
penalties stricter. 

Until our driving laws change we will 
continue to kill each other on the roads. 
The very people that rules are made for 
simply don’t care and will continue to think 
it will never happen to them. 

There is nothing more painful than los¬ 
ing a loved one to speed. I know. 

B CORLEY 

Ludlow 


David. Davies & Sons 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1840 


A caring, 

compassionate and 
discreet service from 
a family business 
since 1840 


Charnwood C-Four 
Wood Burning Stove 


ms 

me vat 





1 Upper Church Street 
Oswestry • SY11 2AA 

Oswestry 01691 653116 (24 hrs) 
www.daviddaviesandsons.co.uk 


Stoves Fireplaces Range Cookers Gas & Electric Fires 

v n 01691 772153 

/ jaAU 11 free delivery 

www.saxonhomecare.co.uk 

* 6000 sq ft showroom * 30 mins from Shrewsbury & Chester * Open 7 days a week 


Golden Charter' 


A Privately Owned 
Funeral Service 
Conducted With 
Dignity & 
Compassion 



A Complete Funeral Service Covering All Areas 
A Private Chapel of Rest 


Flowers & Monumental Stones Arranged 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available 

Llanfyilin 01691648243 

The Old Chapel, Narrow Street, Llanfyilin, Powys SY22 5BU 


www.ijacksonandsonsfunerals.co.uk 
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Eat, drink and be merry with 
everything from hog roasts to hot 
chocolate as you shop ‘til you 
drop with 100+ stalls 
of gorgeous goodies. 

Plus laugh, sing and join in with a 
wealth of entertainment, 
from live music and 
> carols to panto and jugglers! 
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A Taste of Cornwall 

Newquay lies on its North West coast and is the Cornish Rivera’s premier resort. Newquay is 
surrounded by eleven magnificent beaches, the Fistral Beach being the most famous due to its 
association with surfing. Stroll along the many coastal paths affording stunning views, browse 
the souvenir shops or take a stroll down to the picturesque harbour. 

Fistral Beach Hotel & Spa****, Newquay 

Situated overlooking Fistral Beach, the Fistral Beach Hotel and Spa boasts panoramic views of 
Fistral Bay, an indoor swimming pool and a fitness centre. Beautifully designed rooms with a 
flat-screen TV and tea and coffee making facilities. 

The hotel Services include; 

/ All bedrooms have TVs 
/ Tea/coffee making facilities 
/ Hotel bar 
/ Hotel Lift 
/ Hotel Swimming Pool 
/ Hotel Spa 
/ Wi-Fi 


Your Tour Cost Includes 

/ All Travel by Executive Coach 
/ Three Course Dinner, Bed & Breakfast Accommodation 

/ Last Night 5 Course Taster Menu Sampling Some of the Best Seafood Cornwall has to Offer 
with a Glass of Camel Valley’s Sparkling Wine. 

/ Tea/Coffee After Dinner 
/ Excursions as Detailed 
/ Entry into Skinners Brewery 
/ Entry into Cornish Cyder Farm 
/ Entry into Eden Project 
/ Visit to Truro 
/ Cream Tea on Arrival 
/ Porterage 

/ Free Use of Hotels Leisure Facilities 


5 DAYS 19th - 23rd February £330 
www.owenstravel.co.uk 



^Owens 


OSWESTRY 01691652126 
NEWTOWN 01686626576 
WHITCHURCH 01948662361 
SHREWSBURY 01743770001 
WREXHAM 01978330003 


MOVE IT 
MOVE IT 
MOVE IT 

REMOVAL SERVICES 

SINGLE ITEM TO FULL REMOVAL 

Storage Available .Free Quotes, Competitive Prices, Fully Insured 

Call Chris 01691 655377 / 07866 876050 
E-mail: info@moveitmoveitmoveit.co.uk 
Visit us online at: www.moveitmoveitmoveit.co.uk 
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Look out, it’s Ozzy, the Prince of Barkness 


Digby is looking very smart 


Charlie is a real character and is hoping for competition success Four-month-old sprocker AJ 


Mac relaxes in the garden 



Gingga Bear is the most gentle and snuggly chum 


Lovely images show 
your pets at their best 


OUR Animal Crackers compe¬ 
tition where we asked you to 
send in your favourite photo of 
your pets has drawn to a close 
and we have been inundated 
with images. 

Readers from far and wide took 
part in the competition with the win¬ 
ning entry in line to win a £100 cash 
prize. 

We will publish the remaining images 
over the next weeks and then reveal the 
winner. 

Among those who took part was Re¬ 
becca Davies who took a photo of her 
dog Charlie. 



She said: “He’s a real character, he’s fit 
into our family perfectly since we rescued 
him four years ago.” 

Rebecca Evans sent in a photo of Ging¬ 
ga Bear. She said: “She’s a three-year-old 
Labrador who is the most gentle, friend¬ 
ly, and snuggly chum ever, who is most 
happy when she has a stick or ball in her 
mouth.” 

Jon Beckett sent in a photo of his four- 
month-old sprocker AJ. 


Suzanne Ellis has entered the competi¬ 
tion and wrote: “Here’s a picture of my dog 
Mac, he’s eight and he loves nothing bet¬ 
ter than sitting relaxing and watching me 
do all the hard work in the garden.” 

Penelope Page sent in a photo of Izzy, 
a 12-week-old bouncy kelpie cross who 
loves nothing but food and playing with 
her brothers and sister. 

Carla Jones has sent in her favourite 
photo of her cat Toffee having a yawn. 

Phoebe Stevens, 13, sent a photo of her 
best friend Digby looking very smart. 

Kevin Janes sent in a photo of Ozzy, a 
five-year-old springer/collie cross breed. 
Kevin said: “His name is Ozzy, after Ozzy 
Osbourne, and he lives up to the name so 
much we call him the Prince of Barkness.” 



Izzy loves food and playing with her brothers and sister 


BANBURY’S 

BIGGEST 

EVER 

SALE 


BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURERS 


SAVEUPTO 


50 % 


IN 'A'RATED 
WINDOWS 


CELEBRATING 
OVER 41 YEARS 
OF QUALITY 
MANUFACTURING 


CLASSIC ORANGERIES from 

FITTED INCLUDING BASE AND WALLS (Limited Trade Offer) 


£ 10 , 995 + vat 




BRITISH MADE 
QUALITY 

COMPOSITE DOORS 

FROM 



• FREE FITTING 

• 10-YEAR GUARANTEE 



FREE QUOTATION ON ALL OF OUR PRODUCT RANGE 


GRP RESIDENTIAL DOORS 
STABLE DOORS 
BI-FOLD DOORS 
PATIO DOOR 
FRENCH DOORS 
PORCH CANOPIES 
FASCIAS AND SOFFITS 
GARAGE DOORS 
CONSERVATORIES 
SUN ROOMS 
ORANGERIES 


• TILED ROOF 
CONSERVATORIES 

• GARAGE ROOFS ( GRP) 

• FULL BUILDING SERVICE 

• PLANS DRAWN 

• PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

• REPLACEMENT 
CONSERVATORY ROOFS 

• CONSERVATORY 
SOLUTIONS - TOO HOT/ 
TOO COLD ? 


SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FURTHER SPECIAL OFFERS 

www.banburywindows.co.uk 


| QUALITY PRODUCTS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES | 


SHREWSBURY D A NTT^T TPV 

Tel: 01743 344858 -D/AINDUi\I Tel: 01299 266527 

Heathgates, Shrewsbury SY1 4BB Alton Works, Long Bank, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2UL 

Opening hours: Mon- Sat 9am - 5pm • Sun 1 Oam - 4pm Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat-Sun 10am-4pm 


All savings are based on previous prices at our head office branch during December 2016. Photographs are for illustration purposes only 




FLOWER SHOW 
AND OXFORD 


CHATSWORTH 

FLOWER SHOW 
AND HARROGATE 



Departing Friday 25 May 2018 


Quote Code: FFW435 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/ 
Reading area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, 
with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 



Departing Saturday 9 June 2018 


Quote Code: DFE464 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 
Midlands hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 


2 days, by coach 

only £199*»p 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01743 455617 


2 days, by coach 
only £160 PP 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAV4782. 
















































































Various organisations attended the Oswestry event to pay tribute to the war fallen 

Tributes are paid 
to brave war fallen 


HUNDREDS of people braved 
hail and strong winds for Re¬ 
membrance Sunday services 
and parades in Welshpool 
and Oswestry and surround¬ 
ing villages. 

People lined the route of the 
Oswestry parade which went from the 
Guildhall to the Memorial Gates out¬ 
side Cae Glas Park for the two-minute 
silence. 

Mayor Vince Hunt laid a wreath on 
behalf of Oswestry Town Council. 


Report by Sue Austin 

Others were laid by ex-service or¬ 
ganisations and youth and forces bod¬ 
ies. 

A service was held in St Oswald’s 
Church in the town. 

The scene of remembrance was 
echoed in various villages on Sunday 
where hundreds of people turned out 
to pay their tributes to the war fallen. 

Remembrance events were also held 
at schools in the area in the run-up 


to the weekend. Students at The 
Marches School in Oswestry took part 
in a remembrance service on Friday 
last week. Students and staff spent the 
day taking part in a number of activi¬ 
ties to remember those who lost their 
lives at war. 

The day began with the whole school 
coming together for a remembrance 
service and students observed a min¬ 
ute’s silence. Year 7 students spent the 
day exploring the significance of pop¬ 
pies and other flowers used as a symbol 
of remembrance around Europe. 



Civic leaders paid their respects at the Oswestry remembrance event 



Marches School students with Lorraine Lees from The Royal British Legion 


NEWS IN BRIEF 9 

Chairman to help 
struggling trust 

THE chairman of Oswestry Ortho¬ 
paedic Hospital is to spend time help¬ 
ing an NHS trust that has just been 
taken out of special measures. 

Frank Collins will spend up to nine 
months at the North Bristol NHS 
Trust. 

Mr Collins has been invited by NHS 
Improvement and NHS England to be 
its interim chairman, continuing at 
the Gobowen-based hospital alongside 
his new duties. Mark Brandreth, chief 
executive of the orthopaedic hospital, 
offered his congratulations to Mr Col¬ 
lins. 

Festive cooking 
taster at college 

NORTH Shropshire College is holding 
a Christmas cookery demonstration 
and tasters. 

The event, which is being held at 
Scholars Restaurant in the Oswestry 
campus, costs £7.50 and will feature 
seasonal produce and taster dishes 
cooked by students. 

Also included in the ticket price is a 
glass of mulled wine for guests on ar¬ 
rival. The Christmas cookery session 
will be on Monday starting at 6.30pm. 

For more information or to book 
tickets, call (01691) 688000. 

Discovery of deer 
prompts inquiries 

A BEHEADED deer has been found 
at a rural site in Mid Wales. 

Police have launched an investiga¬ 
tion after the stag was found shot and 
beheaded on private land near Llan- 
erfyl. 

The deer had been shot illegally and 
the carcass left to rot. 

Police said the head had been taken 
as a “trophy”. 
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Anthea Turner is proud to present these unique 
kitchen transformations by Quartzize 


Why replace your worktops when this unique quarfz overlay 
simply fits over your existing surface. 

Just look at these amazing benefits: 

HYGIENIC - an almost perfectly smooth surface leaves nowhere for germs to hide. 
EASY TO CARE FOR - a quick wipe with a neutral cleaner is all you need. 

DURABLE - scratch resistant and more than tough enough to withstand everyday 
knocks and scratches. 

TIMELESS - there is something about stone that means it never goes out of fashion. 
EASILY INSTALLED - in less than a day with no mess. 


-ir 

BRITISH 

MADE 


Replacing your existing doors can completely 
modernise your kitchen at a fraction of the cost. 



QUARTZIZE I 



U X2 

m 


months 

INTEREST 

FREE 




• We offer 100s of styles, laminate, solid wood or painted 

• Large collection of doors, worktops & appliances 

• Free quotation • No mess, no fuss - all rubbish removed 

• Most installations completed in just one day 

• No need to empty your cupboards. 


LINES OPEN: 

MON - SAT 9.00AM - 6.00PM 
SUN 10.30AM-4.00PM 

• TRUST 

□aoao 




QUARTZIZE I 


r\ 


www.quartzize.co.uk • 01691 700126 
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Welshpool 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Lights work 
progressing 

WORK to upgrade street lights across 
Powys to new energy efficient LED 
lanterns is nearing completion, Powys 
County Council has announced. 

The council has been converting 
almost 5,000 street lights to LED lan¬ 
terns as part of a £1.5m invest to save 
project. 

Work to replace the streetlights 
started in November 2016 and was 
carried out by contractors Centre- 
great on behalf of the council. 

Cllr Liam Fitzpatrick, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for highways, said: “I’m pleased 
that we’ve almost finished upgrading 
our street lights with new, energy-ef¬ 
ficient LED lanterns.” 

Figures reveal 
smoking deaths 

NEW estimates have suggested more 
than 5,000 deaths every year in Wales 
are caused by smoking. 

Public Health Wales Observatory 
has said the figure also means smok¬ 
ing causes one in six of all deaths in 
people aged 35 or over. 

In addition, more than 26,000 hos¬ 
pital admissions every year are also 
estimated to be attributable to smok¬ 
ing. 

While fewer people in Wales are 
now smoking compared to previous 
years, the publication shows that 
smoking continues to place a heavy 
burden on individual’s health, fami¬ 
lies and health services in Wales. 

Dr Julie Bishop, director of health 
improvement at Public Health Wales, 
said: “These new figures demonstrate 
the scale of harm that smoking con¬ 
tinues to cause in Wales.” 


AM calls for growth deal 
to be delivered to region 


By Jonny Drury 


MID Wales needs the same in¬ 
vestment funding and advan¬ 
tages which come with regional 
growth deals in other parts of 
Wales. 

That is according to the economy, 
infrastructure and skills committee 
which has been examining the poten¬ 
tial of deals covering Swansea Bay and 
Cardiff, each worth more than a bil¬ 
lion pounds in funding over the next 
10 to 15 years. 

There are plans for a similar arrange¬ 
ment in North Wales, and now the com¬ 
mittee believes this should stretch to Mid 
Wales. 

Assembly Member for Montgomeryshire, 
Russell George, and chair of the committee, 
believes a Mid Wales deal would be massive 
for the area. He said: “These new regional 
deals, worth billions of pounds, are re-shap- 
ing the economic development priorities of 
South Wales, and have the potential to do 
the same for the rest of Wales. 

“A Mid Wales deal would complete the 
jigsaw for an ambitious vision. 

“We believe that funding aimed at im¬ 
proving transport infrastructure, digital 
connectivity and developing new job op¬ 
portunities would be of huge benefit both 
to the area and to the country as a whole. 
We also want to see the benefits of these 
deals reach the most disadvantaged in their 
areas.” 


Equipment is presented to renal unit 



The ECG machine is handed over to the renal unit at Welshpool Hospital 


GLYN Davies, Conservative MP 
for Montgomeryshire, recently 
joined the North Powys Kidney 
Patients Association at Welsh¬ 
pool Hospital, to present new 
equipment to the Renal Dialysis 
Unit. 

The association has donated 
£2,819 to the unit, which has 
been used to buy a new ECG ma¬ 
chine and associated equipment. 

The group is a small com¬ 
mittee which exists to support 
kidney patients across North 
Powys, improve the patient 
experience and help kidney pa¬ 
tients and their families and 
carers to achieve a good quality 
of life. 

Mr Davies, who is a co-treas¬ 
urer of the association, joined 
other committee members Steve 
Joyce and Julie Turner at the 
unit to hand over the ECG ma¬ 
chine. 

Also at the presentation were 
renal unit nurses Ceri Peate and 
Pam Lightwood. 

New members and donations 
are always greatly appreciated 
by the association and those in¬ 
terested are advised to contact 
Julie Turner on (01938) 554037 
for more details. 


Schools are 
urged to sign 
up to battery 
competition 

SCHOOLS in Powys still have time to 
sign up to a battery recycling compe¬ 
tition and be in with a chance to win 
vouchers. 

Thirty schools in the county have 
signed up to a free battery recycling 
competition that is being run by 
Powys County Council. 

Now the council’s Waste and Recy¬ 
cling Team is urging more schools to 
sign up. 

The school which collects the most 
batteries per pupil could win a share 
of £500 worth of Amazon vouchers. 
The competition is being sponsored 
by the European Recycling Platform, 
the council’s compliance scheme for 
waste electrical and electronic equip¬ 
ment and batteries. 

Schools who join will be provided 
with a free battery box and will com¬ 
pete over the autumn term to collect 
as many domestic batteries as possi¬ 
ble. This includes the standard AA 
and AAA nickel cadmium batteries, 
button cell batteries, power packs 
from tools and mobile phone and lap¬ 
top batteries. 

Councillor Phyl Davies, the cabi¬ 
net member for waste and recycling 
at Powys County Council, said: “I’m 
delighted that so many of our schools 
have signed up to this fantastic com¬ 
petition but there is still plenty of 
time for more schools to get involved.” 

The councillor added: “Batteries 
are made from recyclable metals in¬ 
cluding lead, cadmium, zinc, lithium 
and mercury. Each battery collected 
by a school can be melted and used to 
make new batteries rather than going 
to landfill.” 


|^[EADOW\fIEW 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 



Meadow View Windows has now been trading for over 18 years 
and offer top quality service with the home improvement market. 
If you require any further information about the services we offer. 


Which?) 



please contact a member of staff. 

• MADE TO MEASURE REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

• VARIOUS TYPES OF DOORS 

• AVAILABLE IN TIMBER, UPVC AND ALUMINIUM 

• CONSERVATORIES/PORCHES/CARPORTS/CANOPIES 

• FASCIA AND SOFFIT REPLACEMENT 

• BUILDING SERVICES/EXTENSIONS/CONVERSIONS/PATIOS 


A Guardian™ Roof will literally transform your conservatory Gua $jjan 


into a comfortable, practical all year round living space... Ksr 


In just a few days we will transform your old 
conservatory into a beautiful garden room... 
...and here’s how we do it, first of all we remove 
the roof, we will then construct and install the 
lightweight aluminium frame, next we add the 
high performance insulated roof before the 
interior is finished to your specification. 


Extra living space can mean a lounge, dining room, study, 
kitchen, playroom, hideaway, in fact whatever you want it to 
be. With a Guardian™ Roof in place, you’ve not just got more 
options - you’ve transformed your home! 

• Thermally efficient for lower heating bills 

• Fully guaranteed 

• Choice of exterior finish to match your home 

• Extends your ground floor living area 


Welshpool Shrewsbury BRONHAUL YARD, BROOK STREET, 
01938 556555 01743 368700 WELSHPOOL, POWYS SY21 7PH 

Web: www.meadowviewwindows.co.uk 


BLACK 



EXPERT KNOWLEDGE • SUPER SERVICE • COMPETITIVE PRICES • PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION 

AEG © BOSCH Blomberc i lIUiWH imhm <#lg 


FREE 

LOCAL DELIVERY* 


www.bjselectrical.co.uk You can view online or visit us at: 

Unit 28 Mochdre Ind. Estate, 30 Market Street, 16 Berriew Street, 

Newtown, Powys SY16 4LE Newtown, Powys SY16 2PD Welshpool, Powys SY21 7SQ 

01686 625 550 01686 625 550 01938 553 880 





















































TYLER CORNER GROUP & 
FOOTSTOOL IN FABRIC 

Normally £1439 Sale £999 


STRAUSS BED DOUBLE SIZE DIVAN 
WITH 2 DRAWER 

Normally £839 Sale £579 


Our ‘All Inclusive 9 Carpet Collection includes: 
• Measuring • Quote • Carpet • Underlay 
• Fitting • Doorbars 


WESTPOINT *PACKAGE DEAL* 
DOUBLE BEDFRAME & 2 X 3 
DRAWER BEDSIDES 

Normally £1127 Sale £665 


BURLINGTON CARPET 

AEP £38.99M2 
Sale Price £27.99M2 

10% OFF E24.99M2 


LINCOLN 160CM DINING TABLE 
& 4 CHAIRS 

Normally £1249 Sale £869 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF FANTASTIC OFFERS PLUS 
OUR EXTRA 10% OFF IN OUR FINAL WEEK OF SALE! 


EXTRA 10% 


EXTRA 10% 


ALL 

INCLUSIVE 

PRICE 


EXTRA 10% 


ACCESSORISE YOUR HOME IN TIME FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON WITH OUR BEAUTIFUL HOMEWARE AND COOKSHOP ITEMS! 

LIMITED OFFER! PRE-CHRISTMAS DELIVERY AVAILABLE ON SELECTED ITEMS!* 


ii 


Shrewsbury: Ennerdale Road, Harlescott SY1 3LD. Tel: 01743 462000 

Open: Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat 9.30am-6pm | Thu 9.30am-8pm | Sunday 11am-5pm 

alanwardfurniture.co.uk 

*Terms and conditions apply. Interest free credit available. Subject to status. Contact our store for pre Christmas availability on items before visiting. 


Alan Ward 

BEAUTIFUL FURNITURE 
Est. 1970 


LIVING I DINING I BEDROOMS I HOMEWARES I COOKSHOP I ACCESSORIES I LIGHTING I FLOORING I RUGS 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Plenty on offer 
at talent show 

AN array of different performers were 
on show at a recent talent show. 

A temporary stage had been set up 
at the front of St Silin’s Chuch, Llan- 
silin, and spotlights were installed on 
the gallery as audiences enjoyed per¬ 
formances. Poems were re-cited, sto¬ 
ries unfolded, songs were belted out 
as young talent from around the area 
took to the stage. Other upcoming 
events at the churchinclude a Celtic 
harp concert tomorrow (Friday) at 
7.30pm, with professional Harriet 
Earis performing. Tickets are £10 and 
available at the village shop and on 
the door. 

On December 1 the traditional 
Llansilin Plygain, an event with carol 
singers, is taking place at 7.30pm. 
Also in December the annual crown of 
light shining will take place. 

Rap group in area 
to shoot video 

WELSH comic rap group Goldie Look- 
in Chain have been shooting in loca¬ 
tions around Powys as part of a video 
for their new album. 

They have released their latest sin¬ 
gle ‘Fear of a Welsh Planet,’ which is 
part of their album of the same title. 

The video has seen them go off the 
beaten track to locations around their 
home country, including Llanidloes, 
Rhayader, Llandrindod Wells, Builth 
Wells and other surrounding areas in 
Powys. 

Overnight bag stolen 

A THIEF stole an overnight bag from 
its owner. 

The large red North Face bag was 
taken at about 8.30pm on October 29 
from outside a house in Willow Street, 
Oswestry, while its owner waited for a 
lift. It contained clothing, boots and a 
Samsung tablet. 


Musicians invited to 
make waves at festival 


Report by Jonny Drury 

BANDS and musicians in north 
Powys and Shropshire are being 
invited to become part of a mu¬ 
sic festival relating to the Mont¬ 
gomery Canal. 

Music for the Monty will be taking 
place in Welshpool during the Welsh¬ 
pool Transport Festival, on June 23 
and 24, and organisers are looking for 
musicians who would like to busk at 
one of a number of venues around the 
town. 

The aim of the festival is to draw atten¬ 
tion to the campaign to re-open the canal. 
Musicians will be asked to perform at ven¬ 
ues hosting events for the transport festival 
and will be able to collect money from visi¬ 
tors which will go towards the Restore the 
Montgomery Canal campaign. 

As a charity event, all money raised from 
Music for the Monty will be going towards 
works that are needed to reopen the Mont¬ 
gomery Canal, which would link Shropshire 
to Welshpool and Newtown. David Aylwin, 
of Music for the Monty, said: “The Mont¬ 
gomery Canal is a beautiful link between 
Shropshire and Powys and we want to 
showcase some of the great music that is 
being made by musicians near the canal. 

“Once reopened, the canal will connect 
Welshpool to the rest of the canal network 
and provide a tourism boost to the town 
and the surrounding areas.” 

To find out more visit www.music forth- 
emonty.co.uk. Anyone who would like to 
take part in Music for the Monty should 
email a short sound file along with a con¬ 
tact name and number to theoddbods.mu- 
sicbox@gmail.com 


Hospital bosses try life on the frontline 



Porter Pete Bright shows hospital chief executive Mark Brandreth the ropes 


HOSPITAL bosses rolled up 
their sleeves and got stuck in on 
the frontline as part of Back to 
the Floor day. 

Chief executive of Oswestry 
Orthopaedic Hospital Mark 
Brandreth spent the morning 
sorting out the recycling with 
the portering team, served lunch 
to staff and visitors at the res¬ 
taurant, and shadowed one of 
the trust’s upper limb surgeons 
in outpatients. 

Other leaders also tried their 
hand at being healthcare assis¬ 
tants, nurses, housekeepers, 
switchboard operators, radiol¬ 
ogists, operating department 
practitioners and a number of 
other roles across the hospital. 

At the start of the day, Mr 
Brandreth was guided by por¬ 
ter Pete Bright, who talked him 
through what the department 
does on a daily basis and set 
him to work sorting out the re¬ 
cycling. Mr Bright said: “I think 
Back to the Floor is a good thing. 
Other members of staff at the 
hospital don’t know what other 
departments do day in, day out, 
so it’s good that Mark and the 
other senior leaders spent a bit 
of time with us, seeing what we 
do.” 

Bosses will write to the de¬ 
partments they visited to give 
feedback. 


Choir and 
band to team 
up for festive 
celebration 

THE Fron Choir and Porthywaen 
Silver Band are joining forces on De¬ 
cember 9 at 7.30pm at Holy Trinity 
Church, Oswestry for a Christmas 
concert. 

Porthywaen Silver Band recently 
achieved success at the Wychavon 
Festival of Brass 2017 and its young 
percussionist Jack Arrowsmith 
scooped the ‘The Dave Hodgetts 
Memorial Trophy’. He was the first 
bandsman to win this accolade that 
is awarded to the player making the 
most outstanding overall contribu¬ 
tion to their band’s performance. The 
band is well known for its support to 
many events, concerts and parades 
in Oswestry. Fron Choir have many 
members from the Oswestry and sur¬ 
rounding area and is concluding its 
70th anniversary year. The 12 months 
has seen the choir busy with many 
concerts and taking top awards at the 
Cornwall Male Voice Choir Festival. 

Sarah Preston, Porthywaen Band 
PR officer, said that the Fron Choir 
and Porthywaen Band had built up a 
great friendship in recent years. 

She said: “This was a wonderful 
concert last year with so many band 
and choir members local to Oswestry. 
We are proud to share the stage with 
the Fron Choir. The concert is a real 
family event and a chance for the 
town and surrounding area to enjoy 
two well-known musical groups that 
have enjoyed great successes in 2017. 
It will be a festive event so arrive 
early and start your Christmas cele¬ 
brations with us. The popular family 
concert has been a sell-out in recent 
years and therefore it is important 
to secure tickets as soon as possible.” 
Tickets, £10, are available from band 
and choir members, Rowanthorn and 
Oswestry Guildhall. 



Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you 


Back by phenomenal demand the 
Elvis Exhibition is back at the 02, with a 
whole lot of personal memorabilia never 
before seen outside Graceland making an 
even more spectacular show. Elvis is back in 
the building! Uh—huh. 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


Your weekly newspaper 


Return coach travel from Oswestry 
and Welshpool 


TALL SHIPS 


Quote Code: CGK163 


ELVIS 


Quote Code: NXN857 


GRAND 

NATIONAL 


REGATTA 


AT THE 02 

EXHIBITION 

Selected Saturday departures, 
November 2017 - January 2018 


AND LIVERPOOL 


'T3 ' 


Departing Saturday 26 May 2018 




Departing Saturday 14 April 2018 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Timed admission to The King is Back!- 
Elvis on Tour at the 02 Arena on Sunday 

✓ Free time in London 


Price Includes... 

✓ 2 nights at a 3 or 4 star North West-area 
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Visits to Liverpool to see the Tall Ships in 
dock on Sunday, and the parade of ships 
and sail out on Monday morning 

✓ Free time in Liverpool 

✓ Visit to Chester on Saturday 


Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star North West area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Steeplechase Enclosure ticket for Aintree on 
Saturday, Grand National Day (upgrade available 
at a supplement) 

✓ Visit to Liverpool Docks on Sunday 




3 days, by coach 

only £159 .95pp 


2 days, by coach 


Only £129 


2 days, by coach 

only £ 150 ' 


95pp 


View product online at 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com/NXN857 


www.omega-holidays.com 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01743 455617 






















































STAIRLIFTS FITTED BEFORE CHRISTMAS IF ORDERED BEFORE 19TH DECEMBER 


Andrea Slippers 


High Vision 
Floor Lamp 


L 64 


l-Lite Wheelchair (Transit) 

• Seat Width: 19” • Solid Tyres 

• Max User Weight: 18 stone 
to fold down 




Tabley 


Riser Recliner Chair 

• Overall Height: 42.5” 

• Overall Width: 32” 

• Overall Depth: 35.5” 

• Maximum User 
Weight: 23 stone 


Strolley Trolley 


Heated Lap 

Blanket 

» 


Scout Boot Scooter 


| facebook.com/ twitter.com/ 

ableworld AbleworldUK 

www.ableworld.co.uk 

Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area 
approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser 

Dementia 
Friendly 

NHS Vouchers Welcome Where Applicable 
*VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details 
MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price. 

Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in Last 6 months at our Nantwich Store 

Insurance/Warranty is arranged by Ableworld UK Ltd and provided through 
Mark Bates Ltd t/a Premier Care, Premier House, Londonthorpe Road, 
Grantham, Lines, NG31 9SN who are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. FRN 308390. 


Which? 


• Max Range: 10 miles 

• Max Speed: 4 mph 

• Max User Weight: 20 stone 


4 Wheel Walker (Steel) 


SHREWSBURY 

ABLEWORLD 

Heathgates Bank Ditherington, 
Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 4BB 

Tel: (01743) 369427 

shrewsbury@ableworld.co.uk 

Free car park next to banbury windows 


Easily manoeuvrable 
Can be used inside or outside 
Includes a tray, basket and 
walking stick holder 


OSWESTRY 

ABLEWORLD 

The RJ and AH Orthopaedic Hospital 
Gobowen, Oswestry, SY10 7AG 

Tel: (01691) 680180 

oswestry@ableworld.co.uk 

Now At The Main Entrance 


Further details on all our stores can be found on: www.ableworld.co.uk 


STAJRUPTS 


NEW 

F ROMi ONLYr 




new eyRME® 

FROMtONLY/ 

INGLUDES; FIT TING;A^DiWARRANTY r 


FREEPHONE 
0800 096 5440 


WIN BACK THE COST 
OF YOUR STAIRLIFT 

YOU WILL AUTOMATICALLY 
BE ENTERED INTO A DRAW 
IF YOU PURCHASE 
BETWEEN 25TH SEPTEMBER - 
24TH DECEMBER 


I 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Retail success 
is celebrated 

THE success of the Welsh retail in¬ 
dustry was celebrated at the first ever 
Welsh Independent Retail Awards. 

The awards were attended by 200 
guests at Portland House, Cardiff. 

The awards seek to acknowledge 
local businesses. 

Organisers said winners were a true 
reflection of quality and customer ser¬ 
vice as they are chosen by members of 
the general public. 

A Chirk and a Newtown butcher 
were named best in their region. 

Steve McArdle, family butcher, took 
the North Wales butcher of the year 
award at the The Welsh Independent 
Retail Awards. 

The family butcher is based in 
Chirk near Oswestry. 

IC Quality Meats of Newtown won 
the central Wales title. 

Lights about to 
be switched on 

OSWESTRY’S Christmas lights are 
set to be switched on later today 
(Thursday) during an evening of en¬ 
tertainment. 

The festivities at the town’s Bailey 
Head will begin at 4pm with music 
and entertainment from local schools 
and colleges. 

At 6pm there will be an official 
countdown to the switch-on. 

The switch-on honour is being car¬ 
ried out by 98-year-old Colin Cole. 

Mr Cole still sells poppies for the 
Royal British Legion. 

And he volunteers to help the com¬ 
munity by monitoring Oswestry’s 
town centre CCTV system. 

The evening will continue with fire¬ 
works, stalls and street food and en¬ 
tertainment from band, the BackBeat 
Three. Oswestry Town Council, which 
organises the event, says there will be 
something for all the family. 


Councillors welcome 
re-opening of baby unit 



Worries over the maternity unit’s long term future sparked protest walks by campaigners 


Report by Sue Austin 

PARISH councillors have wel¬ 
comed news that a midwife 
led maternity unit is to re¬ 
open for births. 

Mothers-to-be from Oswestry 
and the surrounding area have had 
to travel to the Royal Shrewsbury 
Hospital or across the Welsh bor¬ 
der to Wrexham since their local 
unit closed in July 

The decision by Shrewsbury and Tel¬ 
ford Hospitals Trust to re-open the unit 
housed at Oswestry Orthopaedic Hos¬ 
pital at Gobowen from January 1, won 
approval from Selattyn & Gobowen 
Parish Council at its recent meeting. 

Councillors hope the decision will 
become permanent after the review of 
maternity services which is currently 
underway is completed. 

The council said: “Whilst Shropshire 
Clinical Commissioning Group contin¬ 
ues its review of maternity services, 
Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Coun¬ 
cil wishes to re-affirm its support for 
maintaining full-time, rural, maternity 
services in Shropshire. 

“It is hoped that Shropshire CCG 
pays particular attention to the ‘Bet¬ 
ter Births’ national maternity review, 
which is strongly supportive of local, 
accessible, community based mid¬ 
wife-led units.” 

Health officials decided to temporally 
close the units in Oswestry, Ludlow 
and Bridgnorth for births for up to six 
months in July after a series of short¬ 
term closures because of staff shortages 
at the consultant-led unit at the Prin¬ 
cess Royal Hospital in Telford. 


Pre and post natal appointments 
during the daytime have continued. 

Worries over the closures and the 
long term future of the units sparked 
a public campaign. 

Campaigners marched from 
Oswestry to the unit at the orthopae¬ 
dic hospital to show their support. 

Others campaigners walked from 
Gobowen to the orthopaedic hospital 


to join in with the protest. Over the 
last six months more midwives have 
been appointed to plug the gap that 
led to the closures. 

North Shropshire MP Owen Pater¬ 
son has also welcomed the news and 
has urged mothers-to-be to choose 
the Gobowen unit for births. 

He said: “I was surprised with how 
few women give birth there. 


“ We would like to see more women 
giving birth there to support the case 
for its continuation because it is con¬ 
venient for local mothers.” 

He also called for mothers, their 
partners and their families to take 
part in the ongoing maternity review 
by the Shropshire Clinical Commis¬ 
sioning Group. The results of the sur¬ 
vey will be published next year. 


Top tips are 
given out to 
stay warm at 
winter time 

RESIDENTS of Welshpool are being 
urged to keep a step ahead of winter 
with 10 top tips from British Gas. 

Montgomeryshire Assembly Mem¬ 
ber Russell George lent his support to 
the campaign to encourage everyone 
to be prepared in order to ensure that 
their homes are energy efficient and 
bills are kept under control. 

Mr George said: “It’s really impor¬ 
tant to keep a step ahead of winter. 

“I want everyone in Montgomery¬ 
shire to understand what help is avail¬ 
able for them, and for their family and 
friends. 

“Being energy efficient and keeping 
bills under control is really important, 
so I’d encourage people to get in touch 
with their energy supplier to find out 
what support is on offer. 

“Winter can be a challenging time 
for households, but there are some 
practical steps that you can take, to 
make sure that you are prepared.” 

The tips include an annual energy 
check, installing smart meters, the 
British Gas energy trust, bleed your 
radiators, block the breeze, stay safe, 
maintain your boiler and drains, in¬ 
sulate your pipes, and control your 
heating remotely. 

A British Gas spokesman said: 
“Winter is coming and while there’s 
not much you can do to stop it getting 
cold outside, you can still make sure 
you stay toasty inside. 

“Pipe lagging - insulating hot 
water pipes with foam tubes - keeps 
the water inside your pipes hotter 
for longer and protects against the 
cold. You can buy pipe lagging from 
any DIY store and fit it in seconds, no 
tools required.” 

More details about all of these win¬ 
ter tips can be found at po.st/winter- 
toptips 


Reader 


“ 8 


Your weekly newspaper 


n association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Oswestry and Welshpool 


^HABTA 


CHELSEA 

FLOWER SHOW 
AND OXFORD 



Departing Friday 25 May 2018 


Quote Code: CYM190 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star outer London/ 
Reading area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Chelsea Flower Show, 
with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in Oxford 

2 days, by coach 

£199*spp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHATSWORTH 

FLOWER SHOW 
AND HARROGATE 



Departing Saturday 9 June 2018 


Quote Code: VTN122 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 
Midlands hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 

2 days, by coach 

£ 160 » 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


M 




SHREWSBURY 


festival 

shrcwitftjrychriitm4s.co.uk 


Reader Offer 


r 


SAVE £3 OFF ADMISSION* 

A ONLINE OFFER A 

In order to save money on your admittance fee. 
simply visit www.shrewsburychristmas.co.uk and purchase your festival 
tickets online, remembering to use the exclusive discount code: 

STARXMAS at the checkout 



For more information or to book, please call: 

01743 455617 


Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Shrewsbury Quarry, Shrewsbury. Shropshire SY1 1RN 


*Offer is valid for tickets purchased online only, monetary saving is off your transaction total. 
This offer is not redeemable when paying cash at the gate. 

Online offer valid from Saturday, November 11 to Sunday, November 26 2017. 
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A warm 

Commercial feature 


The town of Chirk is a great place to visit any time of the year, especially during the festive season 


Chirk Aqueduct has a fascinating history and is a huge tourist attraction 


YOU are always sure of a warm welcome in 
Chirk as Christmas approaches. 

The town is known for its friendly traders and 
good mixture of independent shops. 

Chirk becomes a festive delight as Christmas 
approaches and there is plenty of community 
spirit in the town. 

The town particularly looks forward to 
Christmas. 

Members of Chirk Celebrations and Lights 
Committee host fundraising events throughout 
the year to ensure the festive display is always 
impressive. 

That hard work ensure festive visitors enjoy a 
trip to the town. 

There is always plenty going on as Christmas 
approaches and many visitors enjoy a trip to 
Chirk Castle or a walk along the picturesque 
Chirk Aqueduct. 

The castle has a whole host of events lined up 
in the run-up to Christmas. 

In the weekends in December before 
Christmas there is a wide range of festive 
entertainment at the castle. 

Visitors are encouraged to visit for a traditional 
medieval Christmas with all the trimmings. 

A spokesman said: “We will be transforming 
the Chirk Castle courtyard into a medieval feast 
for the senses, with the smells, sounds, sights 
and tastes of traditional medieval festivities. 

“As part of celebrating Christmas through the 
ages, join us for the fourth year of our medieval 
Christmas at Chirk Castle and on weekends 
take a look at how Christmas might have been 
celebrated 700 years ago. 

“This year expect medieval characters in the 
courtyard, our jester showing off his circus 
skills, flaming braziers, crafts, including table 
centres, leather working, wood work and more.” 

There will be medieval festive food and 
drink to try, including mince pies with meat 
and spices and traditional gingerbread, 


music, storytelling, archery and falconry. And 
don’t forget that you can also go inside the 
castle to see its ‘Christmas through the Ages’ 
decorations. 

Chirk and the surrounding are a great place 


to visit any time of the year. Attractions in the 
area apart from Chirk Castle include a section 
of Offa’s Dyke and the Chirk Aqueduct on the 
Llangollen Canal, built in 1801 by Thomas 
Telford. The Glyn Valley Tramway operated 


from here. The Parish Church of St Mary’s is 
a Grade I listed building. The current church 
building was begun during the 11th century by 
the Normans, although it is believed that an 
older place of worship, dedicated to St Tysilio, 


had existed on the site. The current church 
was known by the dedication of St Tysilio until 
the late 15th or early 16th century. Chirk was 
formerly a coal mining community with coal 
being worked since the 17th century. 




Caffi Wylfa 

YWAUN- CHIRK 


YMDDIRIEDOLAETH DDATBLYOU 
DEVELOPMENT TRUST 


A hub for the Community to meet, work and play. 

Glyn Wylfa Ltd. is a social enterprise, based in Chirk and has renovated the old council 
offices to create a successful cafe, tourist hub and business centre with rented offices. 
The caffi attracts local people and visitors from the World Heritage Site at Chirk 
and visitors to the wonderful Ceiriog valley. Special Christmas Menu now available. 


Glyn Wylfa Ltd. Castle Road, Chirk Wrexham, LL14 5BS 

www.glynwylfa.co.uk Tel: 01691 770492 


Did you know we have 
a fantastic nanoe of 

Gas Contemporary Stoves now 
on display in our showroom? 



Stoves Fireplaces Range Cookers Gas & Electric Fires 


Real fire heating from 01691 772153 

) saxon 

www.saxonhomecare.co.uk 



<P Locally Produced i 
and Sourced Turkeys! 
‘Perfect for Christmas, 



Part of the Nationwide 
Trust My Garage Scheme 

Multi Make 
MOT & Repair Centre 

C?Full Diagnostics c?Air Conditioning 
Service c? Body Repair Centre 
C?Free Estimates c? All Insurance Work 
Guaranteed c? Free courtesy car 
_ collection and delivery _ 


LARGEST STOCK 
OF TYRES IN THE AREA 


Tel: 01691 773428 

Holyhead Road, Chirk LL14 5NA 


cut* 


oi6fi rrwi 


& efo 

400 year old Hiitoric Coaching Inn 

We hove the flexibility for all types 

of celebrations and functions. 


WtddmQt ■** Chrittoning* - Fbf1i«i • Fvnarolt 


Any function colored tor up 10 200 guests 
In our large, modern brewery Suite 

We ore now firmed for Civil C#r*mon»#t 
our efegont Regency ftettouronf 

16 En-iuiu badroaiai! 
food served oil doy 
lerly Dining Menu 
Curry A Sleek Nighn 
Sundoy Carvery 
Real Ale (or 
Coffee Lounge 
Family beer Garden I 
Conference Room Facilities 
Regency Retfeurant 
Cestie bresterie 




pnntings®LUTi®Ns 


offers a -fast efficient cost effective 
& personal complete printing service 



Business cards Raffle tickets 
compliment siips f*o stca rd s 
Letterheads Appointment cards 
ncr b o o i< s / p a d s b o o Ui ■ et- s 
.#\/% 6 n wlji s g i ft vouchers 
i nvitation s ~ m ~ ■ <= a-c e -a- s 



Photocopying 

and much more; 



Tel: 01691 774778 

Email: sue (jCX> printing solutionschirk.co.uk 

2 4 We st View-Chirk—LL1 4 5HL 


* 6000 sq ft showroom * 30 mins from Shrewsbury & Chester * Open 7 days a week 
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^Funding help 
is available to 
support groups 


More than 2,000 people have their say on 
unitary authority’s parking charges plan 


GRANTS of up to £500 are available for 
community groups and projects in and 
around the Gobowen, Weston Rhyn and St 
Martins area. 

The grants are from the lottery funded, 
Three Parishes Big Local Community 
Chest. 

Community groups and projects can 
apply and already grants have been used 
to fund a wide range of activities including 
learning new skills, buying equipment, re¬ 
cruiting new members and holding events. 

Bridget Laraway, from the Three Par¬ 
ishes group, said: “Anything we fund has 
to work towards at least one of our commu¬ 
nity aspirations.” 

She added: “These focus on gaining 
skills and qualifications, improving heath 
and well being, the rural environment and 
economy, becoming more enterprising, 
making the most of community buildings 
and helping all residents to be part of the 
community. 

“As well as funding we can also help your 
group to start, develop and grow, whether 
that is by advice on how to set up a com¬ 
munity group, help with promoting your 
activity or simply an idea you have.” 

Anyone who would like an application 
form or who wants to discuss an idea can 
do so on (01691) 656882 or by emailing 
b.laraway@qube-oca.org 

Students at 
college enjoy 
taster sessions 

STUDENTS on North Shropshire Col¬ 
lege’s employability and development 
skills course in Oswestry recently under¬ 
took a variety of vocational tasters to give 
them a taste of the many subject areas that 
the college has to offer. 

The qualification gives learners the 
chance to improve their confidence and 
develop their personal skills, while also 
developing their skills in key employabil¬ 
ity areas such as CV writing and interview 
preparation. 

During the course, students are able 
to pick a variety of study pathways from 
hospitality and catering, construction and 
hairdressing to sport, land based studies 
and care services, giving them a wide va¬ 
riety of subject areas and potential career 
options to choose from. 

Students also benefit from two weeks of 
work experience on the course that gives 
them on the job experience and skills that 
will give them the ability to succeed in to¬ 
day’s competitive job market. 

Georgina Scott, employability student at 
the college, said: “I really enjoy taking part 
in hairdressing every week. 

“The most enjoyable part is getting the 
chance to work on reception, and I get to 
learn really exciting things such as learn¬ 
ing how to do fishtail braids.” 

Anna Thomas, curriculum area manager 
for independent living, child and health¬ 
care studies, said: “We are really pleased 
with the progress of our students since the 
beginning of the new academic year.” 

For more information about employabil¬ 
ity courses call (01691) 688080. 

Waste changes 
over Christmas 

RECYCLING and refuse collections in 
Powys will be later than usual during 
Christmas and the New Year. 

Collections will be two days later during 
Christmas week and one day later during 
the new year week. 

Collections on December 25 will move to 
December 27, December 26 to December 
28, December 27 to December 29, Decem¬ 
ber 28 to December 30 and December 29 to 
December 31. 

Starting from January 1, collections will 
move one day forward. 

Powys County Council is also encourag¬ 
ing encouraging households to reduce, re¬ 
use and recycle as much of their household 
waste as possible. 

Councillor Phyl Davies, cabinet member 
for waste and recycling, said: “Christmas is 
one of the most joyous times of the year but 
it can also generate a lot of waste. 

“It is important that households recycle 
as much as they can over this period so 
they don’t run out of space in their black 
wheeled bin or purple sacks.” 


MORE than 2,000 people responded to plans to 
change car parking charges in Shropshire. 

Shropshire Council’s consultation on new 
car parking charges has now closed and the 
authority is now in the process of collating the 
responses, which it says will be “carefully con¬ 
sidered” before it decides on any changes. 

It is anticipated that a final proposal on the 
charges will be presented to the council’s cab¬ 
inet in December, with any new scheme being 
introduced early next year. 

Councillor Steve Davenport, the council’s 
cabinet member for highways and transport, 
said: “The 12-week consultation into our pro¬ 
posed new parking strategy has now closed and 
I’d like to say a big thank you to everyone that 
submitted a response. 


Report by Lucy Todman 


MEMBERS of the public are being 
asked to help shape the cultural fu¬ 
ture of Shropshire. 

A new cultural strategy - covering a 
wide range of subjects from the arts and 
architecture to sports and tourism - is be¬ 
ing developed by Shropshire Council. 

Officers want to hear from the public on how 
these changes should be made. 

The aim of the strategy is to provide the vi¬ 
sion and ambition to support and strengthen 
activities across the county and direct new in¬ 
vestment into cultural opportunities including 
museums, the countryside, libraries, events 
and activities. 

The strategy will recognise that the provision 
of more support for the development of an at¬ 
tractive cultural offer will improve the life of 
every resident and provide a quality offer that 
will attract visitors to Shropshire. 

Three workshops have been organised in 
which those attending will have the opportu¬ 
nity to share their views and ideas. 

These will be held on November 28 in Lud¬ 
low, November 29 in Oswestry and December 
12 in Shrewsbury. 

The cultural sector includes arts, sports, li¬ 
braries, reading, museums, heritage, archae¬ 
ology, archives, architecture, crafts, children’s 
play, parks, open spaces and green networks, 
countryside recreation, leisure, tourism, and 
the cultural and creative industries. 

Lezley Picton, cabinet member for culture 
and leisure, said: “Culture inspires us all. 
Whether it’s through attractions like museums, 
art galleries, the theatre and our heritage or via 
sport, leisure, the countryside or libraries, cul¬ 
ture shapes how we live, work and play. 

“We have a key opportunity to develop a 
strong and attractive cultural offer to attract 
visitors to the county and, more importantly, 
enhance the opportunities available to county 
residents. The key aims of the cultural strat¬ 
egy have been developed to enable us to do 
just that. They are to drive economic prosper¬ 
ity, strengthen local communities, to promote 
health and wellbeing and to support lifelong 
learning. We look forward to hearing your 
thoughts and feedback on the development of a 
new cultural strategy for Shropshire.” 

The consultation will end on January 5 and 
the feedback received will be used to inform the 
development of the final strategy. 

To take part in the consultation go to https:// 
new.shropshire.gov.uk/get-involved 


POLITICIANS have pledged to support a cam¬ 
paign opposing council plans to half the num¬ 
ber of park rangers. 

Ken Skates AM, and Susan Elan Jones, 
MP for Clwyd South, have made urgent rep¬ 
resentations to Wrexham Council after fears 
were raised about the detrimental effect fur¬ 
ther cuts could have at country parks in their 
constituency. 

The council wants to cut the number of 
rangers it employs from six to three, which has 
prompted an angry backlash from residents. 


By Dominic Robertson 


“More than 2,000 responses have been re¬ 
ceived, across all four parts of the consultation. 

“These responses will now be carefully con¬ 
sidered before the final proposals are presented 
to Shropshire Council’s cabinet on December 6. 

“Subject to approval of any proposals, a fur¬ 
ther formal traffic regulation order consulta¬ 
tion and approval will be required before they 
are implemented. 

“However, we hope that the new strategy will 
be implemented from early 2018.” 

Any extra money generated from these new 
proposals would be reinvested in improvements 
to car parks and to the parking service, includ- 


A TOTAL of 27 potential life-savers are now in 
the community of Kinnerley thanks to Oswest¬ 
ry Cambrian Rotary Club and the Oswestry 
Community Responders organisation. 

Led by volunteer community responder Effie 
Cadwallader the group is now able to put into 
practice what was demonstrated in practical 
sessions. 

They also now have the ability to know what 
to do and how to recognise a heart attack, deal 
with severe bleeding and to practise resuscita¬ 
tion, cardiac compression and choking on baby, 
child and adult manikins. 


Ty Mawr Country Park, between Chirk and 
Wrexham, which attracts visitors from across 
the Shropshire border, would be affected along 
with Brynkinalt in Chirk. 

Other parks affected would be Nant Mill, 
Coedpoeth, and Ponciau Banks and Stryt Las 
in Johnstown. 

Mr Skates said: “A number of constituents 
have contacted me about this - they’re ex¬ 
tremely concerned. 

“We desperately don’t want to see school ac¬ 
tivities cut and untidier parks, but that is the 


ing the replacement of the existing payment 
machines to enable payment by card, contact¬ 
less payments, and payment by mobile phone 
- along with improvements to car parks, in¬ 
cluding resurfacing and the widening of park¬ 
ing bays. 

The proposals have met with criticism, al¬ 
though the council has argued that the strategy 
makes it easier for people to understand how 
much they pay for parking. 

The council plans include a number of 
changes to the way people are charged to park. 
They include introducing different cost bands 
for car parks, and a ‘linear’ pricing system that 
charges the same amount per hour but works 
out more expensive for longer stays. 

Speaking when the strategy was revealed 


Attendees were also shown how to use de¬ 
fibrillators. Kinnerley is one of a growing 
number on villages around Oswestry that has 
available a public access defibrillator. 

The session was organised by Oswestry Cam¬ 
brian Rotary Club and held at the Kinnerley 
Village Hall. 

Rotarian and organiser Mike Lade said: “It 
is one of Oswestry Cambrian’s community 
projects to get as many people as we can able 
to carry out Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation 
should the need arise but just as importantly, 
have the confidence to use the defibrillator. 


reality we’re facing if these plans go through. 
The rangers look after Wrexham’s 11 country 
parks seven days a week. 

“This would have a huge impact on the way 
they are run and what they can offer.” 

Derek Wright, county councillor for Cefn 
Mawr, has been inundated with calls from res¬ 
idents worried about the future of Ty Mawr 
Country Park in his ward, which was visited by 
nearly 47,000 people last year, including many 
from the Oswestry area. 

He said: “If the other 10 parks within the 


Councillor Davenport said: “In simple terms 
we want to offer an improved parking system 
that is hassle-free and that makes use of the 
latest technology. 

“We want a service that offers value for 
money and that is consistent across the 
county.” 

He added: “The proposals in the new draft 
strategy are all intended to help us achieve 
these aims. 

“We want to make it easy for our customers 
to understand how much it costs to pay to park 
- in our car parks and on street - and the eas¬ 
iest way to pay.” Although Shropshire Coun¬ 
cil runs some car parks in Oswestry, the town 
council is responsible for others, including the 
main Central Car Park. 


“You cannot cause any harm with a defibrilla¬ 
tor - only good”. 

Each attendee went away with a Heart Start 
certificate issued by the British Heart Foun¬ 
dation which means that each now has the 
skills to sustain life until the ambulance crew 
arrives. Nearly 150 people have now over the 
last five years been trained in this way. 

To help support the Community Respond¬ 
ers the attendees donated £102 in total to help 
them in their voluntary work in the town. 

For more information about the rotary club 
call (01691) 650854. 


county borough area give half as much pleasure 
- not only to locals, but to visitors from miles 
around - as Ty Mawr does, they have got to be 
worth keeping in their present form, including 
staffing.” 

Susan Elan Jones said: “We are continuing 
to see record tourism numbers coming to North 
Wales and our country parks are among the 
many fantastic things we have to offer. 

“We have 11 in the borough which are the 
envy of many other areas, and we simply can’t 
let this happen.” 


Public asked to help shape 
cultural future of county 


Community now has a team of potential life-savers 



Members of the community in Kinnerley near Oswestry have learned vital skills in how to save lives in the case of an emergency 


Opposition to park ranger cuts is gathering pace 






















The picturesque and friendly town of Welshpool is ready to get into the Christmas spirit Powis Castle is a great place to visit at any time of the year 


Commercial feature 

THE festive spirit is about to come to 
Welshpool with the switching on of the 
town’s Christmas Lights and the staging of 
the Welshpool Winter Festival. 

Both events are great community occasions 
and people come from near and far to enjoy 
them both. 

This year the Christmas Lights in Welshpool 
will be switched on during the evening of Friday, 
December 1. 

Large crowds are expected to attend the 
event which takes place at the Town Hall in 
Welshpool. 

The lights will be switched on at 6.30pm. 

The switching on of the lights is traditionally 
seen as the start of the Christmas season in 
Welshpool. 

The festive fun will continue the following day 
with the staging of Welshpool Winter Festival. 

That takes place on Saturday, December 2 
from 10am to 4pm in Welshpool town centre. 

A variety of stalls, entertainment and activities 
is lined up to get everyone into the Christmas 
spirit and to bring a boost to the town’s many 
shops and businesses. 

Various others festive activities will take 
place in the Welshpool area in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

A Peter Pan pantomime will take place at 
Gregynog Hall on Saturday, December 2, for 
example. 

Also on the same day Santa will arrive and his 
grotto will open at Coed Y Dinas. 

Father Christmas will also be in his grotto at 
Powys Castle on the weekend of December 2 
to December3. 

While a Christmas concert will take place at 
Gregynog Hall on Sunday, December 3. 

Various other activities will take place both 
at the castle and Gregynog Hall as well as 
other sites around the town as Christmas 
approaches. 


Whatever time of year it is, the town of 
Welshpool is a fantastic place to visit and to 
enjoy a bit of shopping. 

Renowned for its wide and varied selection 
of independent businesses as well as a variety 


of national chains, Welshpool offers an unique 
shopping experience. 

Its friendly traders and business people 
always give a warm welcome to visitors and 
locals alike. 


Sitting just four miles from the Shropshire 
border, Welshpool attracts visitors from near 
and far. 

Many visitors come to the area to learn more 
about its history and heritage. 


The town was initially known as Pool but its 
name was changed to Welshpool in 1835 to 
distinguish it from the English town of Poole. 

The town contains much Georgian 
architecture and is just north of Powis Castle. 



Departure* from Uunftlv Caere ini** ONLY 
■t lJpm. 1:16pm 4 1 30pn 

unci aiw cci _<4 uk /6tn A i CAvLF 

All truvel tkkata £11 in ndvamcu; 

£13 on the. Am.j |prw booking itioafljr 


n 


nrv.nui.Mo.ra 
01938 810441 




01938554033/07931410887 


For All Your 
Flooring Needs 


Roll Ends Available 
To Take Away At 
Cash and Carry Prices 

Visit Unit 10W, 
Severn Farm Ind. Estate 
Welshpool SY217DF 
Shop Hours 9am - 4pm 

01938554033 

darremvilliams36@yahoo.co.uk 




r ‘Puv/ys Vinyl Remnants available 

Carpets W in a range of different sizes 

From £15.00 each. 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Carpets Fitted from £7.99 per sq yard 


No VAT on fitted Carpets 

& Vinyl 

••s 

Christmas Rugs 
from £2.99 
Childrens rugs from £10 

17 Berriew Street, Welshpool Est 1970 
Visit our website www.powyscarpets.co.uk 

WELSHPOOL (01938) 553345 

EMAIL rob@powyscarpets.co.uk 



01938 555222 

vacancies@stepchange.blz 
Mid-Wales and Shropshire 


LOOKING FOR WORK?? 


1/1/e are looking for all job seekers 
for a range of vacancies including these 


AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS 
HR ADMINISTRATOR 
FINANCIAL CONTROLLER 
PRODUCTION WORKERS 
FABRICATORS / WELDERS 
CHEF / CATERING STAFF 
DRIVERS / WAREHOUSE / PACKERS 


ALEXANDERS 


of Welshpool • Established over 50 years 
Welshpool Town Centre 

On* o4 th# mo«t w*ll clocked cook«hop« in Mud WoU» 


Wtdm range of Christmas Ccfts and decorations 
large camping and outdoor deportment at the reor of the 
Personal and friendly I 


FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

OPEN 8 DOAM - 5.3&PM MONDAY • SATURDAY 



OPEN ALL SUNDAYS 
DECEMBER 

29 Broad Street, Welshpool, Powys 

Tel: 01938 552329 

www.alejcondersolwelshpool.co.uk 
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“Charity's funds 
are boosted by 
rotary donation 


Public consultation launched on proposals 
to reduce funding for county youth services 


A CHARITY that offers advice and support 
to people with mental health issues has 
been given a donation from the Oswestry 
Rotary Club. 

Established over 40 years ago, the Shrop¬ 
shire Mind charity offers a non-judgmental 
and diverse range of quality services across 
the county, either in person or over the 
telephone, for the one in four people, and 
their families, acknowledged to be affected 
by mental or emotional distress. 

Mind helps to bridge the gap between 
illness and full independence; some people 
need support in many areas of their lives, 
others in just a few, some for long periods 
of time and others for only a short while. 

Receiving a cheque for £150 from the 
Rotary Club of Oswestry’s recent street 
collection from their community chairman 
Mike Griffiths, manager Heather Ireland 
said: “We are lucky to be supported by 
very many people and we would like to say 
a great big thank you to them all. Shrop¬ 
shire Mind would not exist if it was not for 
people’s generosity and thoughtfulness.” 

The charity is always looking to recruit 
new volunteers and anyone interested can 
call (01743) 368647 or visit www.shrop- 
shiremind.org. The Oswestry group meet 
every Monday between 1.30pm and 3.30pm 
at The Qube, Oswald Road, Oswestry, for 
chat and tea and coffee. 

Householders 
recycle more 
of their rubbish 

HOUSEHOLDERS in Powys recycled 
more than 65 per cent of their rubbish 
in 2016/17, the county council has an¬ 
nounced. 

Figures released by the Welsh Govern¬ 
ment show Powys residents recycled 65.2 
per cent of their rubbish in 2016/17, way 
over the Welsh Government’s statutory 
target of 58 per cent. 

The final results for 2016/17 show the 
county’s reuse, recycling and compost¬ 
ing rate increased by over six percentage 
points on the 2015/16 figure, meaning peo¬ 
ple in Powys are recycling more and send¬ 
ing less rubbish to landfill. 

During 2016/17, almost 66,000 tonnes 
of household waste was collected with al¬ 
most 43,000 tonnes reused, recycled and 
composted. 

Councillor Phyl Davies, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for waste and recycling, said: “I’m 
delighted that recycling rates in Powys 
have once again increased. The fact that 
we have beaten the statutory target shows 
that the residents of Powys are doing their 
bit by separating their waste and ensuring 
the majority of it can be recycled and used 
again.” 

The Welsh Government has set statutory 
targets for recycling with a 70 per cent tar¬ 
get by 2025. 

Village shop looks 
to add takeaway 

A VILLAGE shop could add a takeaway to 
the property. 

The owners of the ‘Knockin Shop’ in the 
village of Knockin, south of Oswestry, have 
applied for planning permission to build a 
new unit within the footprint of the store. 

An application to Shropshire Council 
says that the unit enjoys a mix of functions 
including a Post Office, shop and beauty 
salon. The application says: “The current 
lease is coming to a finish and the existing 
occupants wish to relocate the salon. The 
prospective new occupants wish to simplify 
the unit into two commercial units, a Post 
Office and shop with a separate fish and 
chip unit.” 

Neighbours win 
Postcode Lottery 

TWO neighbours got November off to" / a 
winning start after scooping £1,000 each 
with People’s Postcode Lottery. 

Thanks to their postcode SY11 3GY, 
which was drawn as a daily prize winner 
on Wednesday last week, the Henry Rob¬ 
ertson Drive residents in Gobowen near 
Oswestry came up trumps. 


A CONSULTATION to gauge the public’s opin¬ 
ion on council plans to cut the amount of mon¬ 
ey it will provide for youth services has been 
launched. 

Shropshire Council’s proposals, as they 
stand, will see a number of areas lose out on 
funding completely. 

The authority is running its consultation 
until January 5. 

Shropshire Council bosses have stated they 
plan to reduce the budget for youth services by 
nearly 50 per cent, from £234,950 to £135,000, 
from next year. 

Under the new proposals, money would be 
spent in six major areas of the county, which 
the council has identified as having the greatest 
need. 


Report by Dominic Robertson 

Oswestry, Shrewsbury, Market Drayton, 
Bridgnorth, Whitchurch and Ludlow will all 
still receive some funding under the council 
plans. 

Shrewsbury would receive £45,000, with the 
other five areas receiving £18,000 each under 
the plans. 

But the 12 other local joint committee (LJC) 
areas - such as Wem and Shawbury, Ellesmere, 
Shifnal and Sheriffhales, Albrighton, and Bay- 
ston Hill - which have previously received 
funding will lose out on financial support com¬ 
pletely, under the plans. 

Nick Bardsley, Shropshire Council’s Cabi¬ 


net member for children’s services, said the 
changes were being considered because of the 
authority’s shortage of money. 

He said: “Well-publicised budget pressures 
mean we have to look at how much money the 
council can put into the provision of youth ac¬ 
tivities, as well as how this reduced spending 
is allocated.” 

The councillor added: “Collectively, youth ac¬ 
tivities support young people’s well-being, per¬ 
sonal and social development, and preparation 
for adulthood. 

“We want to continue to encourage local 
youth partnerships, volunteer-run youth clubs 
and new funding opportunities that provide 
activities for young people whilst reducing the 
demand on our budgets. 


“We have put forward our proposals but we 
want to know what people - especially young 
people - think. 

“All views submitted will be carefully consid¬ 
ered and will help to inform the council’s final 
decision.” 

The council says the new funding formula is 
based on two measures. 

They are the relative number of young peo¬ 
ple aged 10 to 19 years old, and young people 
in receipt of Free School Meals in a local joint 
committee area. 

The proposed formula no longer makes spe¬ 
cific reference to rurality. 

Interested parties can respond to the con¬ 
sultation on the Shropshire Council website at 
shropshire.gov.uk/get-involved 


War memorial stone will be 
sheltered from bad weather 


Report by Sue Austin 


A WAR memorial stone for former 
pupils of a Shropshire school will be 
sheltered from the weather. 

A metal canopy is being placed over the 
stone that pays tribute to former pupils of 
Oswestry Boys High School who died in 
the Second World War. 

The finishing touches are the culmination of 
a project by the Old Boys’ Association. 

The completion was announced at the Old 
Boys’ reunion lunch. 

The lunch was held at the Sweeney Hall 
Hotel near Oswestry attended by almost 50 
former pupils and guests. 

The idea for the school’s war memorial was 
born in 1947. 

The original memorial, situated in Bryn 
Hafod playing field in Oswestry, was dedicated 
in 1951. 

Planting 

Nationally-known gardener, Percy Thrower, 
oversaw the planting of 35 trees. 

That was one for each of the young men from 
Oswestry Boys’ High School who gave their 
lives during the Second World War. 

The school was closed in the late 1990s with 
the Old Boys’ Association working to restore 
the memorial in 2014. 

A memorial board linked with the stone went 
on display in the foyer of the town’s Guildhall 
on Bailey Head following the restoration and 
re-dedication service. 

Association secretary, Dan Powell, said it was 
then realised that the stone needed protection 
from the weather and a metal canopy was cre¬ 
ated. 

Mr Powell praised Clive Knowles, chairman 
of the British Ironwork Centre based at Aston 
near Oswestry, for his help in the project. 

And Mr Powell also praised David Preston, 
Oswestry Town Clerk, who helped make the 
project a success. 

“The canopy, now ready to be installed, is the 
culmination of a long held dream,” he said. 

Guests at the recent reunion lunch travelled 
from across the UK. 

They included Gwyneth Winter, widow of 
Derrick Winter, former association president 
and chemistry master. 

The reunion was originally started for old 
boys from the 1940s. 

But the association is keen to extend mem¬ 
bership to pupils from later years and others 
who have a connection with the school. 


Hospital staff clock up 510 years of service 



Staff members at Oswestry Orthopaedic Hospital were recognised for their long service to the NHS and were thanked by bosses 


CLOCKING up 510 years of service between 
them, staff at a hospital have been rewarded 
for their dedication. 

The 17 members of staff at Oswestry Or¬ 
thopaedic Hospital have been honoured at 
a special ceremony. Each have given at least 
30 years to the NHS - seven of them spend¬ 
ing their entire career at the Gobowen-based 
hospital. 

To thank staff, chief executive Mark Bran- 
dreth and David Gilbert, non-executive di¬ 
rector, presented them with certificates and 
vouchers. 

Those receiving the awards were Claire 
Bassie, Angela Berry, Sumeeta Conry, Susan 


Davies, Suzanne Davies, Heather Edwards, 
Denise Evans, Dominic Harrison, Jane Her¬ 
bert, Sally Leppanen, Amanda Matthews, Ali¬ 
son Meadows, Ian Meredith, Christine Noble, 
Bev Tabernacle, Julie Vaughan and Sally Whit- 
tall. 

Mr Brandreth said: “It really was a real priv¬ 
ilege to have 510 years of experience in one 
room, that’s a fantastic achievement and one 
that must be celebrated. 

“These wonderful people have dedicated 30 
years to the NHS and what’s really special is 
seven of these staff members have spent their 
entire career at RJAH. 

“On behalf of the executive team here but 


also on behalf of the NHS, I’d like to thank 
each and every one of these members of staff 
for their commitment to caring for our pa¬ 
tients.” Mr Gilbert said: “Congratulations to 
everyone receiving their long service award, I 
want to acknowledge the contribution you have 
all made. This is a very special hospital and 
that’s because of the people we have working 
here.” Heather Edwards, business co-ordina- 
tor, has worked at the trust for 31 years. She 
said: “I’ve seen many changes over the years 
but the biggest one for us secretaries was that 
back then we used to actually go on the ward 
rounds where we had the patient’s notes dic¬ 
tated to us there and then.” 


Festival will mark the centenary of end of Great war 


TRADITIONAL Remembrance observances 
will still be echoing next May when Whitting¬ 
ton Music Festival marks the centenary of the 
end of the First World War with its week-long 
“Fantasia on a British theme”. 

The festival’s newly released artwork shows 
a poppy sheltered by a spreading oak shaped 
as a cello. 

“The First World War carried off some bril¬ 
liant young composers among the thousands 
of casualties”, says festival founder Lawrence 
Mortimer. 


“We intend to honour them with a celebra¬ 
tion of British music stretching back to Shake¬ 
speare’s time up to the present day”. 

Elgar, best known for his Pomp and Circum¬ 
stance marches, headlines the festival, as does 
Vaughan Williams, who was a stretcher-bearer 
during the conflict. 

The final concert on May 20 will be the fes¬ 
tival’s particular contribution to Oswestry’s 
centenary events. 

The 2018 programme features no less than 
17 composers, all of them British, including 


Oswestry composer Sir Henry Walford Davies 
(1869-1941). 

This is a radical break with tradition for the 
world-class classical music festival, which at¬ 
tracts large audiences to the Oswestry area for 
a week each Spring. 

For its first five years the festival focussed 
on just one composer a year, featuring in turn 
Brahms, Schubert, Mendelssohn, Mozart and 
Beethoven. 

“Once again we have a brilliant collection of 
international artists coming to Whittington”, 


says new festival chairman Robert Greaves. 
“The celebrated Elias Quartet are coming back, 
and we have principal instrumentalists from 
the London Symphony Orchestra and other 
European ensembles”. 

The musicians, who include renowned Scot¬ 
tish fiddler Donald Grant, a member of the 
Elias Quartet, will be dedicating part of one 
concert to traditional folk music. 

“It is after all the inspiration of so much of 
the British classical repertoire”, says Mr Mor¬ 
timer. 
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BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Recently modernised 
home within walking 
distance of town 

A recently modernised three-bedroomed detached 
home within walking distance of Oswestry has a lovely 
outlook across Oswestry Cricket Ground. 

Having well-proportioned accommodation, the 
property on Morda Road is for sale through Bowen Son 
& Watson at £325,000. With gas central heating and 
double glazing, it has an entrance hall, a cloakroom/WC, 
a lounge, kitchen, breakfast area, a dining room and a 
sun room. There are three good-sized bedrooms and a 
family bathroom. Outside the garden has an enclosed 
lawn area with a patio. There is a gravelled driveway 
to the front and a rear driveway leading to the double 
garage with electric doors. 

The town centre is a short walk away and has a host 
of shops, restaurants and other amenities. In more 
detail the entrance hall has a new carpet, under-stairs 
cupboard and stairs off. The cloakroom/WC has vinyl 
flooring. The lounge has an inset tiled hearth, a bay 
window to the front and new carpet. 

Also with new carpet, the dining room has double 
doors into the conservatory which has vinyl flooring. 

The newly fitted kitchen has a range of matching 
base units with wooden work tops and wall cupboards 
over with down lighters, an integrated fridge, freezer, 
dishwasher and washing machine, oven and grill with a 
four-ring hob unit above and extractor hood over, tiled 
flooring, ceiling spotlights and sliding patio doors to the 
garden garden. There is also a breakfast area with tiled 
flooring and views over the garden. 

Upstairs, all bedrooms have built-in wardrobes. 

The bathroom has a newly fitted three piece suite and 
partly tiled walls. 

To the rear of the property is a enclosed garden, 
mainly laid to lawn with shrub borders. Paved patio area 
and fence surround. Wooden garden shed with power 
and light. Rear driveway leading to to the double garage. 
Gravelled driveway to the front. 

KEY FEATURES 


Detached home 
Recently modernised 
Three bedrooms 
Within walking distance of town 
Cricket club views 


OSWESTRY £325,000 



SJ Roberts 

HOMES 


Croft is 

Gardens 


m 

Part or the SJ Roberts Group 


New Homes in 1 
Shrewsbury and 
Whitchurch 

Visit sjrobertshomes.com 
Tel 01743 368105 


1 




Building 

your future. 
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Converted chapel 
situated in quiet 
lane in village 


LLANFECHAIN 

£134,500 


Swn Yr Afon in the picturesque village of 
Llanfechain is on the market through Town and 
Country for £134,500. 

There is no chain. 

This charmingly quaint two bedroom mid terrace 
converted chapel is situated on a quiet lane on the 
edge of the village. 

As the name suggests “Swn Yr Afon” which is 
Welsh for Sound of the River, the property is located 
close to the river, where the flowing sounds are 
relaxing enough to calm you to sleep. 

Accommodation at the property briefly comprises 
hallway, kitchen/breakfast room, lounge, two 
bedrooms and bathroom. 


There are gardens to the front and rear of the 
property with private parking at the rear. 



The house is warmed with thermodynamic 
radiators. 

The village amenities include a community shop, 
village hall, church, primary school and a pub/ 
restaurant. 

The market town of Welshpool and Oswestry are 
only a short distance away. 

The village property is an ideal first time buy or 
holiday let. 

Viewing is recommended to appreciate this 
property and its location. The vendor will offer to pay 
stamp duty depending on the offer and if it is to be 
your only residence. 

For more information about the property people 
are asked to contact Town and Country on 01691 
679631. 





Recently completed 
four bedroomed 
barn conversion 
offers 'wow' factor 


KYNAST0N 

£549,950 »> 


Packed with the “wow 
factor”, Treginford Barn 
in the hamlet of Kynaston 
near Kinnerley is a recently 
completed four bedroom 
barn conversion within 
equidistance of some 10 
miles to Oswestry and 
Shrewsbury. 

It is for sale through Balfours 
at £549,950. Agent, Duncan 
Scobie, of Balfours said: 

“This is an exceptionally 
well designed conversion. 
While it dates back to the 
mid-1800s, its’ recently 
completed conversion 
provides a magic mix of 
character and contemporary. 
That is maximised through 
original oak timbers quite 
literally highlighted through 
the magnificent expanses of 
glazing.” 

The wow factor is made the 
most of on the first floor with 
a magnificent gallery landing 
open to the glazed frontage. 

Contact Balfours on 01743 
353511. 


Charming home 
situated in 
desirable area on 
outskirts of town 


OSWESTRY 

£325,000 


A charming three- 
bedroomed detached house 
in a desirable residential 
area on the outskirts of town, 
32 Hampton Rise, Oswestry, 
is for sale through Bowen 
Son & Watson at £325,000. 

The ground floor includes 
large spacious rooms whilst 
the first floor includes a 
large family bathroom. The 
accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance porch, 
entrance hall, cloakroom/WC, 
a dining room, a lounge, a 
kitchen/breakfast room, utility 
room, three bedrooms and a 
family bathroom. 

The property stands on an 
excellent plot with mature front 
and rear gardens, a driveway 
and double garage. Oil central 
heating and double glazing are 
installed throughout. 

The selling agents are 
expecting a great deal of 
interest to be shown in the sale 
of this home. 

Contact Bowen Son and 
Watson on 01691 595003. 
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Former pub has 
been upgraded 
to a spacious 
family home 

MELVERLEY 

£480,000 <<r< 



In a pleasant location, 
Tontine Inn in Church Lane, 
Melverley, Oswestry is a 
former public house that 
has now been upgraded to 
become a spacious family 
home or run as a bed and 
breakfast. 


Renovated home is 
in semi-rural position 


It is for sale through Morris 
Marshall & Poole at £480,000. 

Having oil-fired central 
heating and double glazing 
throughout, it features a large 
sun room, an open plan living/ 
dining room with an impressive 
fireplace and seven first floor 
bedrooms all having en-suite 
bathrooms or shower facilities. 

The grounds include useful 
detached stores/workshop 
or a garage. Access is readily 
available to the towns of 
Shrewsbury and Welshpool 
and the market town of 
Oswestry. 


WESTON 

£225,000 


A recently renovated Grade II Listed semi¬ 
detached house, Number 1, The Bakery, Weston, 
near Oswestry, is located in a semi-rural position. 

The property is on the market through JJ Dell & Co 
of Oswestry with a guide price of £225,000 and there 
is no chain. The property is a former bakery. 

Accommodation comprises a reception hall with 
ceramic tiled floor and a cloakroom, study area, 
lounge and breakfast kitchen. 

The breakfast kitchen has modern fitted cottage 
style units. On the first floor there are three bedrooms 
and a bathroom. 


For further information For more information about this property contact 

contact Morris Marshall & jj Dell & Co on 01691 653437 and 680212. 

Poole on 01691 679595. 



PRIMESAVE 

PROPERTIES 


OPEN DAY 

Saturday 18th November, 

ll-2pm 

Oakwood Grange, Morda syio 9ns 





CHRISTMAS 

OFFERS 

AVAILABLE 




Find your new 

with Primesave Properties. 


& bedroom homes available to buy 


Available at our other developments. 


Linden Fields, 
nsterley 


Brookfield Rise, 
snley 


Meadowdale, 

LLanymynech 


3 bedroom homes 4 bedroom home 2 bedroom homes 
from £179,950 from £224,995 from £128,000 



Contact Keri on 07590 445983 or visit our website for more details: www.primesave.co.uk 
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Homeowners urged not to panic 
as base rate rise hits mortgages 



The base rate rise is a new experience 
for the estimated 2.6 million home- 
owners who have only ever seen static 
or falling rates after getting on the 
property ladder in the past decade. 

Years of low rates mean mortgage costs 
have reached record lows. 

But in recent weeks, there have been 
signs of mortgage costs edging up as 
speculation over a possible base rate rise 
has mounted - giving borrowers a taste of 
what could be to come. 

When setting mortgage rates, lenders 
take the base rate into account as well 
as other factors, such as a lender’s own 
borrowing costs. 

Whether or not a home-owner sees an 
immediate impact from the base rate rise 
also depends on what type of deal they 
are on. 

Linked 

Some mortgages are directly linked to 
the base rate while others are not. 

Fixed-rate deals cushion borrowers 
against any immediate impact of a base 
rate increase. 

More than nine in 10 (94%) new 
mortgages taken out in the second quarter 
of 2017 were fixed-rate, according to trade 
body UK Finance. 

Looking at the stock of all outstanding 
home-owner mortgages taken out since 
2005, more than half of customers across 
the UK are currently on a fixed rate. Of 
the 9.2 million outstanding home-owner 
mortgages, 8.1 million are regulated. 

Of these, 4.4 million are on a fixed rate, 
with 3.7 million on some sort of variable 
rate. The remaining 1.1 million are 
unregulated mortgages, handed out before 


2005. Flome-owners on a variable rate 
mortgage may find themselves particularly 
vulnerable to a base rate rise. 

Bank rate tracker mortgages track the 
movements of the base rate, plus a certain 
percentage margin specified by the lender. 

Meanwhile, some borrowers may be on 
their lender’s standard variable rate (SVR), 
after finishing an introductory deal. The 
SVR will be determined by the mortgage 
lender. 


David Flollingworth, of broker London & 
Country, said the rates on some mortgage 
deals being offered by lenders have 
already increased recently. 

Impact 

Property expert Sarah Beeny said people 
who have become home-owners in the 
past decade and have never had to deal 
with the impact of a base rate rise on their 
mortgage costs should not panic. 


Offering reassurance to aspiring first-time 
buyers, Rachel Springall, a finance expert 
at Moneyfacts.co.uk, said: “Those hoping 
to get on to the property ladder shouldn’t 
be too disheartened by a rate rise as they 
still have an abundance of deals to choose 
from in the market for various deposits. 

“They will, however, need to reassess 
their finances, as a more expensive 
mortgage will eat into their monthly 
income.” 


Postive reaction to proposed letting fees changes 


Changes in the letting industry, including a 
ban on fees in England, should not be viewed 
onerously with the details outlined in the 
Government’s draft bill regarded as creating 
clarity and transparency. 

The industry has reacted positively to the draft 
which is now out to consultation but the issue of 
a cap on security deposits is still causing niggles. 
Landlord organisations had campaigned against 
the cap which will go ahead. 

Initially the cap on security deposits was to be 
set at no more than four weeks’ rent. Flowever, the 
Government now proposes in the draft bill to extend 
the cap to six weeks’ rent after concerted lobbying 
from landlord groups. The National Landlords 
Association (NLA) had argued that an arbitrary 
cap of four weeks’ rent would be damaging to 
certain groups of prospective tenants and could 
have the counter-productive effect of making it 
harder for some households to secure suitable 
accommodation in the sector. 

“Since the plans were announced we have been 
lobbying the Government and we met with the 
Minister of State for Housing and Planning, Alok 
Sharma, in September in order to press him to 
rethink his plans for a cap, taking into account the 
needs of those living and working in the private 
rented sector,” said Chris Norris, NLA head of 
policy. 



“The NLA is happy that the Government has 
listened to the evidence we presented on behalf 
of our members. Whilst we remain disappointed 
that the Government continues to believe a cap is 
necessary, extending it to six weeks rent will reduce 
those households and landlords disadvantaged by 
the policy significantly,” he added. 

David Cox, chief Executive of the Association 
of Residential Lettings Association (ARLA), also 
lobbied on behalf of its members. “We are very 
pleased to see that the Government has listened to 
our call and increased maximum security deposits 
from four to six weeks and are encouraged that 
it appears those tenants who wish to break their 


contract will have to cover the legitimate costs of 
finding a new tenant,” he said. 

He revealed that ARLA has discussed the 
proposal to ban letting agents fees with 
Government ministers and officials many times. 

!Having now seen the draft bill, it is essential 
that during its passage through Parliament, this 
legislation is shaped to make it fair to consumers, 
while supporting businesses to carry out the work 
necessary to create and maintain successful 
tenancies, including legal requirements such as 
Right to Rent checks,” he added. 

The Residential Landlords Association (RLA) is 
also pleased that the cap on security deposits has 
been extended. “It is welcome that greater clarity 
is being provided to the sector and that Ministers 
have clearly listened on a number of important 
points. Most notably, proposing to cap security 
deposits at six weeks rather than one month 
recognises concerns about the need to ensure 
protections against tenants’ default on rent payment 
and damage to property,” said Alan Ward, RLA 
chairman. 

“Ultimately though, cutting costs for tenants 
means boosting the supply of homes for rent. 

Whilst we recognise the Government’s objectives, 
this would best be achieved by using the Budget to 
encourage good landlords to build more homes,” 
he added. 



Experts predict 
steady growth in 
housing market 

The housing market in the UK is set to see 
steady and stable growth in the next five to 10 
years rather than a boom or bust, marking a 
major change, according to a new analysis. 

Average price growth of 2.5 per cent per 
annum is forecast as the market is likely to be 
still adjusting to varying levels of political and 
legislative change, says the report from real 
estate firm JLL. 

It explains that a range of factors are colluding 
to deliver more moderate UK house price growth 
over the next five to 10 years. However, and 
despite the intrusion of Brexit, the outcome will 
be a more stable and healthy UK housing market, 
it concludes. 

JLL describes the change as ‘structural’ and 
says it might take some getting used to but in the 
end it will be good for Government, the economy, 
buyers, sellers and industry participants and lay 
the foundations for a less volatile UK housing 
market in the medium term. 

It also says that Brexit will not get in the way of 
a more stable and healthy UK housing market 
which will be free from ‘great capital boosts’. 

The report also forecasts that sales will slow, 
averaging 1.23 million per annum over the next 
five years, and housing starts are set to remain 
buoyant averaging 206,000 per annum over the 
next five years. 

The lettings market will be a little more robust, 
according to the forecast, but rental growth will 
still be more muted than usual at 2% per annum 
in 2018 and 2019. 

But it also says that the rental market will 
continue to expand, both because of continued 
unaffordability in the sales market but also 
supported by the growing trend of renting by 
choice. It suggests rents will rise steadily by 
around 2.5% per annum from 2020 to 2022. 

The report says that house price growth will be 
stronger outside of the less affordable London 
and South East regions. 

Overseas property investors are expected to 
play a lesser role going forward in the London 
property market as stamp duty and income tax 
changes impact on their potential returns. 

But JLL says that a strong economy, especially 
post-2019, will drive housing demand and push 
up prices. 

In central London the market it likely to be 
steady with the firm forecasting that demand 
for new developments will remain muted over 
the next two years until the Brexit deal becomes 
clearer. 

A bedrock of demand will continue from 
domestic owner occupiers supported by a steady 
stream of international buyers and investors. 

It is also forecasting that activity in the prime 
central London market will be subdued for the 
next two years with continued pressure on 
pricing especially at the top end of the market 
where stamp duty impacts are greatest. 







Investment of £114 million for schools to 
improve education backed by council bosses 


New energy 23 
park plans are 
moving forward 


A HUGE education project will see Powys 
County Council invest over £110 million in 
schools over the coming years. 

The ambitious plans would see major im¬ 
provements to primary, secondary and special 
schools services across the county. 

The total cost of the programme has been put 
at £114 million. 

The project is part of a joint local and Welsh 
Government 21st century programme running 
from 2019 to 2025/26. 

It will include a substantial investment in 
Newtown. 

Cabinet member for schools at Powys County 
Council Councillor Myfanwy Alexander said the 
programme was aimed at improving education 
standards for many children in the county. 


Report by Jonny Drury 


AN envelope containing highly sen¬ 
sitive medical information relating 
to nine patients from Royal Shrews¬ 
bury Hospital was sent to a member 
of the public by mistake. 

The trust has now launched an investi¬ 
gation into how the post, which contained 
information due to be sent from a consult¬ 
ant to a doctor, ended up in Mid Wales. 

Dr Edwin Borman, medical director and Cal- 
dicott Guardian at the Shrewsbury and Telford 
Hospital NHS Trust, said: “I can confirm that 
this matter has been brought to our attention 
and a full investigation is currently under way.” 

The envelope had been passed on to health 
campaigner and Newtown county councillor 
Joy Jones, who then passed it on to the hos¬ 
pital. 

Councillor Jones said the incident was dis¬ 
graceful and that if she was one of the patients 
involved she would take action. 

She added: “I think the whole thing is just 
disgraceful, how this information has got out 
and ended up in another country. 

“I informed the hospital straight away be¬ 
cause five out of the nine documents contained 
very highly sensitive information. 

“It is a breach of confidentiality and a breach 
of data protection - and if it was me I would 
want some answers, some recourse from this. 

“It has included medical conditions and even 
stuff about patient’s lifestyle, I just don’t know 
how this has been able to get out.” 

The documents contained a large amount of 
information about the individual patients, and 
it is unknown how it was sent out to a random 
member of the public. 

Councillor Jones said the investigation needs 
to go to the UK Information Commissioner. 

She added: “I am sure the patients involved 
in this will be more than upset by the leak and 
worry about who might have seen their infor¬ 
mation. I am sure that the patients will want 
some kind of assurance and compensation from 
the hospital for this awful breach of their per¬ 
sonal information and the distress I am sure it 
will have caused them.” 

Dr Borman added: “SaTH takes very seri¬ 
ously its responsibility to maintain the confi¬ 
dentiality of our patients. 

“This includes investigating the relatively 
small number of cases where errors have led 
to a breach of confidentiality, so that we can 
learn how to prevent these in future and can 
apologise to any patients affected in this way.” 


COUNCILLORS will be updated on a review 
into the future of 4,500 council homes in Janu¬ 
ary, it has been confirmed. 

The Shropshire Council commissioned re¬ 
view is examining the future of the homes, 
which are mainly located in Oswestry and 
Bridgnorth and are currently managed by 
STAR Housing. 

Property firm Savills has been commissioned 
to carry out the review, which is understood 
to be looking at a number of options, includ¬ 
ing the council retaining the homes, said to 


Report by Jonny Drury 


She said: “This is the first stage of a major 
investment for learners, especially in Newtown, 
aiming to provide fairness and quality learning 
environments for all, including the learners in 
our special schools whose needs are a priority.” 

The decision to back the major plans was 
made by the council’s cabinet on Monday last 
week. 

A key part of the application will be a major 
investment in the educational infrastructure in 
the Newtown area in order to improve the fa¬ 
cilities for vulnerable pupils at Ysgol Cedewain 
and Ysgol Brynllywarch, Kerry. 

There will also be investment in some of the 


AN Oswestry firm has offered its help to be¬ 
reaved parents affected by the Shrewsbury 
baby ashes scandal. 

The scandal saw more than 60 families de¬ 
nied ashes after the cremation of their children 
at Emstrey Crematorium in Shrewsbury. 

Work has started on building a permanent 
memorial to the children and it is hoped that 
memorial could be placed in Shrewsbury’s 
Quarry Park. 

The scandal saw the formation of the Action 
for Ashes campaign group and representatives 
have been in talk with bosses at the British 
Ironwork Centre near Oswestry who have of¬ 
fered their assistance. 


be worth millions of pounds, or selling them. 
Throughout the process the council has said 
that tenants’ homes are not at risk as a result 
of the review. 

A report on the findings was expected ear¬ 
lier this year but Shropshire Council’s cabinet 
asked for Savills to carry out more work on the 
project. 

A recommendation on a decision over the 
homes is not expected until “early next year”. 
The progress in the review will be discussed 
at a behind-closed-doors session of the cab- 


town’s primary schools, as well as plans to de¬ 
velop a 2A Welsh-medium all-through 4 to 18 
school in the town - building on the strength 
of the town’s successful Ysgol Dafydd Llwyd. 

The programme also includes funding to im¬ 
prove primary school buildings in Brecon. 

The project will also look to support the de¬ 
velopment of Welsh medium education in Mid 
Powys. 

Funding to refurbish or remodel schools in 
other areas of the county, based on level of 
need, is also included in the plans which have 
been agreed by council bosses. 

The development in Newtown, the county’s 
largest town, could feature capital projects 
with public partners including Powys Teaching 
Health Board. 


Clive Knowles from the ironwork centre 
said: “We reached out and offered to at least 
give them some basic design help, in creating 
a concept or favourable design for a memorial 
or focal point. 

“We met again with Action for Ashes this 
weekend, having worked on many ideas, to see 
if we could find something they’d feel happy 
with. 

“The hand drawing by Graham Andrews 
shows an angel sat in the middle of two sitting 
platforms. 

“The idea was for the parents of the child, to 
be comforted by the angel, being each wrapped 
in a wing of feathers. 


inet on January 17. Councillor Dean Carroll, 
Shropshire Council’s deputy cabinet member 
for housing, said: “We are continuing our work 
with property expert Savills to ensure that we 
have enough of the right housing for the peo¬ 
ple of Shropshire, both now and in the future. 
The report to cabinet in January will provide 
councillors with an update on the progress of 
this work, which is expected to be completed 
early next year. 

“We know that our tenants’ homes are im¬ 
portant to them and, once again, we want to 


That will bring the potential for improved 
health and social care provision in the town and 
surrounding area as part of a major building 
programme. 

The education funding news comes just 
weeks after the county council agreed one of 
the largest land transfers in the county with 
Newtown Town Council to strengthen a £lm 
lottery bid to improve sports and recreation fa¬ 
cilities in the town. 

A joint statement issued by the two councils 
said the transfer of more than 110 acres of land 
on both sides of the River Severn, including 
Dolerw Park, the riverside sports pitches and 
Trehafren Hill, to the town council’s control 
would pave the way for a lottery bid to support 
sport and recreation development. 


“If eventually the parents want us to create 
this we will, but they will also be introduced to 
or recommended to others. 

“There are several companies that would 
equally be able to offer the finished work, to an 
excellent standard. 

“We will be offering help and support if 
needed or whenever asked.” 

Mr Knowles added: “For our part, we under¬ 
stand there’s little any group can do, without 
an idea and the visual artistry to support the 
vision. 

“I hope that we can help by creating a fund¬ 
raising point, not just at the British Ironworks, 
but also elsewhere too.” 


reassure them that their homes are not at risk 
as a result of this review.” 

Earlier this year the council said that a val¬ 
uation of the homes of around £180 million, 
which was included in an auditor’s statement, 
did not reflect the amount it would receive if 
they were sold. 

The most recent valuation from March put 
the price at £470.5 million, although that fig¬ 
ure does not reflect the true value as it is the 
assessment based on vacant homes at open 
market value. 


PLANS for a renewable energy park have 
taken a step forward. 

Shropshire Council’s north planning 
committee met on Tuesday to discuss the 
application to build a temporary track for 
the purpose of delivery and construction of 
Cefn y Maes Community Energy Park. 

The developers behind the scheme, re¬ 
newables firm Engena Limited, want to 
install 2,588 solar panels over the border 
in Powys, but had to get approval from 
Shropshire Council to create the new road 
in Rhydycroesau. 

The six metre track would be removed 
once the construction of the proposed en¬ 
ergy park is complete. 

A report by case officer, Kelvin Hall, 
said: “The proposed access track would 
facilitate access by construction vehicles 
should planning permission for an en¬ 
ergy park on an adjacent site in Wales be 
granted by Powys County Council. 

“While the two applications are inter¬ 
linked they are required to be considered 
separately and the merits of the proposed 
energy park are not relevant to the appli¬ 
cation for the temporary track.” 

Councillors voted to grant planning per¬ 
mission for the access road on condition 
that it be removed once construction was 
complete - within nine months of the con¬ 
struction. 

Restaurant is 
put up for sale 
for £575,000 

THE owners of the only Michelin-starred 
restaurant in Shropshire and Mid Wales 
have put their business up for sale. 

The Checkers, in Montgomery near 
Welshpool, is run by chef Stephane Borie 
and his partner, Sarah Francis, and Ms 
Francis’s sister, Kathryn. 

The trio have made the venue the most 
desirable and highly-rated in Shropshire 
and the Marches and it earned a Michelin 
star seven months after opening, in 2011. 

However, the trio all have young chil¬ 
dren and have decided it’s time to move 
on so that they can spend more time with 
their growing families. 

The property is on the market with an 
asking price of £575,000 and it includes the 
restaurant and five suites for guests. 

Kathryn Francis said the trio had adored 
their time in Montgomery and could not 
speak more fondly of the restaurant or the 
town. 

Ms Francis said: “The Checkers is an ex¬ 
ceptional restaurant and Montgomery is a 
brilliant place in which to work. 

“We were thrilled to retain our Michelin 
star again this year and we have been very 
happy to welcome guests from across the 
UK. The restaurant is very distinct and 
we shall miss our loyal and appreciative 
guests. 

“However, the time has come to move 
on and whoever gets the restaurant will 
have an exceptional business that is ready 
to go.” 

Approval given 
to 27 homes bid 

A CONTROVERSIAL planning applica¬ 
tion to build 27 houses next to former 
army housing has been passed. 

Chartland Homes’ application for the 
housing on land near Park Hall, Oswestry, 
was met with considerable anger by resi¬ 
dents. 

Shropshire Council’s north planning 
committee was told by planning officers 
on Tuesday that, because the land was 
designated within the future development 
plan for the county, councillors could only 
decide whether the development proposed 
was acceptable not whether the land should 
be built on. People living near the proposed 
development were concerned about in¬ 
creased traffic. Resident Richard Manford 
said the housing would not fit in with the 
current design of the existing houses. 

Councillor Vince Hunt said it was a very 
emotive application and he had sympathy 
with residents but added: “North Road 
is a rat run but I believe that the traffic 
management conditions will mitigate the 
dangers and will make the road better for 
everyone. This is an acceptable develop¬ 
ment.” 


Hospital launches probe 
into information breach 


Firm offers help to ashes scandal families 



Clive Knowles, right, shows the concept drawing of the memorial to Glen and Louise Perkins from the Action for Ashes campaign group 


Date is confirmed for update on key housing review 
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Now you see me, now you 
don't for fickle little bird 


QUIZ question: what do you 
call an animal that usually has a 
small native breeding range, but 
is most often seen nationwide in 
large numbers only at specific 
times of the year? 

The answer is an eruptive species 
and this categorises this week’s crea¬ 
ture very well. 

It can also make it maddeningly difficult 
to see at times and easier than a robin or a 
squirrel at others. 

Throughout the autumn and winter 
months we attract visitors from the frozen 
north and this includes redwings. 

Hundreds of thousands of these pretty 
birds descend upon us each year and you’re 
almost assured of seeing them, however 
redwings are fickle characters. 

Their breeding population in Shropshire 
is nil but they are considered a resident in 
the Scottish Highlands north of the Great 
Glen yet this population is tiny and shrink¬ 
ing. Climate change is largely to blame here 
but it is also the change in climate that 
moves this species to us from Scandinavia. 

Moving in response to food supply and 
weather, rather than making a regular mi¬ 
gration, redwings are not particular about 
such niceties as loyalty. 

Ringing has shown that birds that spend 
the winter in southern England one year 
may well fly to Spain or even Turkey in 
subsequent years. 

It’s all about where the food is most likely 
to be, how harsh their own winter is and 
the prevailing winds and climatic conditions 
they experience as they prepare to leave 
their native country. 

The first returning redwings are usually 
seen in Britain in late September, with the 
big movements taking place in October. 


ON THE 
WILDSIDE 


I with Ben Waddams 


/ ^ 

I_ 


They almost always migrate at night, mov¬ 
ing generally when the sky is clear and the 
wind is in the east. Luckily for us Salopians, 
they will often fly a considerable distance 
inland before settling for the first time. 

One of the first signs you might notice of 
migrating redwings, is not the presence of 
the birds in the fields and hedgerows during 
the day but their high-pitched flight calls 
and metallic clacking as they fly overhead 
at night. 

Most redwings that find their way to our 
shores are from one of two places, either 
Iceland or Scandinavia. 

Dangerous 

Icelandic birds generally move to Scot¬ 
land and Ireland, whilst Scandinavian birds 
to England and Wales. In truth it must be 
said that the more redwings we see in our 
gardens, the worse it is for them as a spe¬ 
cies. It will only be in the harshest, most 
dangerous winters ‘back home’ that the 
largest flocks will flee to us. And if condi¬ 
tions are bad here, then they will throw 
caution to the wind and venture into our 
gardens as a last resort; a nice sight, but 
something that, more often than not, tells a 
harrowing story. 

They are therefore perhaps best enjoyed 
happily feeding in the fields of our country¬ 
side. Redwings look very much like small 
song thrushes, but are easily identified by 
the broad white stripe (supercillium) over 
the eye, and their red underwing, and in¬ 
deed they mix freely with other thrushes, 



An Autumn Feast - oil on board - by Ben Waddams 


and are most often found in company with spotting a very rewarding activity. Ben’s 
fieldfares, another migrant thrush from latest paintings can be found online at ben- 
Scandinavia. All in all this makes redwing waddams.com 


Drivers are 
caught on 
the phone 

NEARLY 1,000 motorists in Dyfed-Powys were stopped for 
using their mobile phone at the wheel last year, it has been 
revealed. 

Figures from a Freedom of Information request showed 
Dyfed-Powys police officers stopped a total of 925 individ¬ 
uals between January 2016 and December 2016, for using 
their phones while driving. 

In the first month of 2017, a total of 143 motorists were 
stopped for being on their phone, with a total of 253 people 
stopped across January, February and March. 

In May new laws were introduced, that lead to six points 
and a £200 fine if drivers are caught driving while on a 
mobile phone. 

West Mercia Police, which covers Shropshire and Tel¬ 
ford, revealed that 105 motorists had been found using 
their mobile phone at the wheel in the four weeks after 
tougher punishments came into effect in May. Police 
forces across Britain penalised almost 6,000 motorists in 
that time. Dyfed-Powys Police Chief Inspector Mike Melly 
said these crimes won’t be tolerated and they have been 
running campaigns throughout the year to crack down on 
the problems. 

He said: “Mobile phone driving is one of the Fatal 5, 
meaning there is a direct link between driving while using 
a mobile device and fatal road traffic collisions. 

“We continuously police the roads to discourage illegal 
behaviour, educate and prosecute people who break the 
law. I hope the higher penalties for mobile phone driving 
reinforce that it is a serious offence which won’t be toler¬ 
ated. 

“There are campaigns throughout the year to target mo¬ 
bile phone driving and other Fatal 5 behaviours (drink / 
drug driving, speeding, careless driving, and not wearing 
a seatbelt) in an effort to reduce casualties on our roads. 

“We are committed to make our roads safer, working 
with our partners and reducing collisions.” The figures 
come after a survey revealed that many motorists are still 
unable to turn off their mobile phones when driving. 

More than one fifth of 19,308 drivers interviewed by the 
AA said that they couldn’t bear to switch off their devices 
while behind the wheel. Close to half of younger drivers 
admitted that they are so addicted to their phones that they 
won’t turn them off. 
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Complaints and compliments to council 
are both on the increase, report reveals 


Boundary plan 25 
described as 
'crackers' by nip 


SHROPSHIRE Council received almost 1,000 
complaints during the last financial year, fig¬ 
ures have shown. 

The unitary council received 1,989 cases of 
formal feedback, 922 of which were complaints, 
according to its annual customer feedback re¬ 
port. 

The number of complaints rose by five per 
cent from the previous year, but fell in propor¬ 
tion to all comments received by the council, 
councillors were told. 

More than two thirds of the complaints re¬ 
ceived relate to five main service areas: adult 
social care and children’s services, highways 
and street scene, planning, waste/recycling and 
revenues and benefits. 

The report explains: “This is consistent with 


Report by Jordan Reynolds 


patterns for previous years and reflects the size 
of budget and number of staff, the nature of 
the services provided, and the number of people 
and/or organisations which come into contact 
with, or receive, these services. 

“Complaints for most service areas relate to 
quality of services and failure to deliver a ser¬ 
vice or take action. 

“Communication and information provision 
were the most common theme and ranged from 
responding to correspondence and comments in 
a timely manner and keeping people up to date, 
through to clear communication about the level 
and reach of services that were provided. 


“Service quality provided another key area 
of learning and included issues such as access 
to services, the quality of work done, and the 
attitude and behaviour of those providing ser¬ 
vices.” 

There are a number of recommendations 
included in the report which highlight areas 
of development designed to improve customer 
feedback handling. 

The council also received 646 compliments 
and 374 comments in the last financial year. 

In the previous financial year the council 
received 462 compliments, so this year the 
amount of compliments rose by 40 per cent. 

Councillor Steve Charmley, portfolio holder 
for corporate support, spoke at Shropshire 
Council’s cabinet meeting to comment on the 


compliments the council had received. He said: 
“It’s great to see the compliments are rising by 
40 per cent, it’s nice to get a thank you.” 

Councillor Charmley added: “Someone said 
they used the new archives website for the first 
time and said how easy it was to use and that it 
was very visual. 

“It’s nice to see we’ve got some positive feed¬ 
back coming through the system.” 

Councillor Nic Laurens, portfolio holder for 
economic growth, congratulated the council on 
the report. 

He said: “I’d like to highlight and congratu¬ 
late everyone about the communication.” 

The councillor added: “People do come and 
talk to us, we do listen and you can see from 
this that it’s working.” 


NIP calls for train service from 
capital to be extended north 


Ringing the changes at red telephone boxes 



Countryside telephone boxes will be given a new lease of life thanks to a project by rural regeneration agency Cadwyn Clwyd 


Report by Sue Austin 


THE London to Shrewsbury direct 
train service should be extended to 
North Shropshire, according to an 
MP. 

However Owen Paterson, who repre¬ 
sents North Shropshire, said that officials 
at Virgin Trains had told him it would be 
difficult to take the train north to Gobow- 
en near Oswestry, Chirk, and then on to 
Wrexham and Chester because of logisti¬ 
cal reasons. 

Representatives from the train company, 
which is the current franchise holder for the 
West Coast rail service, met the MP to discuss 
rail improvements to the service which serves 
Shropshire. 

The Transport Secretary Chris Grayling 
recently agreed to put a request to companies 
bidding for the new franchise to include cost¬ 
ings for extending the London to Shrewsbury 
service north. 

Cause 

Mr Paterson said that while not agree¬ 
ing to make it mandatory, Mr Grayling had 
helped the cause for a better rail service on the 
Shrewsbury to Chester line by asking for it to 
be included. 

Mr Paterson said the fresh talks with the 
current franchise holder Virgin had given the 
chance to ask why the service could not be ex¬ 
tended now. 

He said: “At the moment the London to 
Shrewsbury train sits idling in Shrewsbury 
when it could instead be used to continue on to 
Oswestry and beyond. When I asked why it can¬ 
not be pressed into use I was told that it would 
be difficult, logistically to extend the service. 

“After the sad demise of the Wrexham to 
London train there is no direct rail service to 
Oswestry or the Welsh towns of Chirk and Wr¬ 
exham and through to Chester.” 

Mr Paterson said: “I have been working to 
improvement the direct rail service to London 
for some time.” 

The Shropshire MP has teamed up with pol¬ 
iticians on both sides of the political fence and 
the English and Welsh border, to get a better 
service to the capital. 

Mr Paterson said: “With Westminster col¬ 
leagues, Glyn Davies, Ian Lucas and Susan 
Elan Jones and Assembly minister Ken Skates, 
we are pressing train companies to include the 
Shrewsbury to Chester line in their bid for the 
West Coast franchise.” 


ICONIC red telephone boxes are being put 
back into use in rural villages near Oswestry 
as part of a £45,000 project. 

The kiosks, which fell victim to the mobile 
phone revolution, will house everything from 
bicycle pumps, books and brochures to defibril¬ 
lators and dog poo bags. 

The project, launched by rural regeneration 
agency Cadwyn Clwyd, will see phone boxes 
in places such as the Ceiriog Valley, Overton, 
Penley and Bronington given a new lease of 
life. 

In many villages, where for years they were 
often the only contact with the outside world, 
they have begun housing a range of helpful 


items, and some have even been converted into 
tourist information points offering brief histo¬ 
ries of the area along with details of points of 
interest, recommendations for visits and walks 
and the flora and fauna found locally. 

Sarah Jones, Cadwyn Clwyd environment 
and heritage officer, said: “The project arose 
from BT information about adopting a tele¬ 
phone box and a number of our communities 
showed interest. Gwaenysgor in Flintshire 
was one of the first and because theirs was still 
connected to electricity they were able to put a 
defibrillator in. 

“We have put in a block application for the 
three counties of Denbighshire, Flintshire 


and Wrexham and we have £15,000 for each 
county, enough to kit out five boxes in each 
with local communities also making a contri¬ 
bution of £750. 

“They have been part of the fabric of our vil¬ 
lages and countryside for decades and thanks 
to this they will continue to play a part in local 
life.” 

The kiosks were originally designed by the 
famous architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott whose 
great works include Liverpool’s Anglican Ca¬ 
thedral, Waterloo Bridge and Battersea Power 
Station. 

Painted currant red, the telephone boxes 
proved equally iconic. 


House price growth slowing, latest figures suggest 


HOUSE price growth in Shropshire has 
slowed, as average selling figures in the county 
continued to fall behind the rest of the country. 

Prices around the UK grew by 0.5 per cent on 
a month-to-month basis in August, taking the 
average UK property value to £226,000 - some 
£11,000 higher than a year before. 

That marked a five per cent year-on-year 
increase, but Shropshire’s figures were behind 
the UK as a whole. 

In Shropshire Council’s area, prices rose by 
0.2 per cent in August, leaving them 2.67 per 


cent ahead of a year ago at £205,047. That was 
a decline compared with July, when prices grew 
by 1.01 per cent. 

Telford & Wrekin experienced a similar slow¬ 
down in what is typically a sluggish month for 
the housing market, as many people are on hol¬ 
iday and begin to put their properties back on 
the market in September. 

The borough saw the monthly price increase 
slow from 1.31 per cent in July to 0.31 per cent 
in August. At £155,060, prices are 2.38 per cent 
ahead of a year ago. 


Powys slowed from growth of 3.02 per cent to 
0.86 per cent between July and August, mean¬ 
ing prices are now 4.71 per cent ahead of a year 
ago at £176,216 in the Mid Wales county. 

Howard Archer, chief economic adviser at EY 
ITEM Club, said: “Housing market activity has 
picked up from the lows seen around mid-2017 
but is still hardly buoyant.” 

He added: “We see house prices being muted 
over the fourth quarter and then rising a mod¬ 
est two to three per cent in 2018. 

“The fundamentals for house buyers are 


likely to remain challenging over the coming 
months, with consumers’ purchasing power 
continuing to be squeezed by inflation running 
higher than earnings growth. 

“Additionally, housing market activity is 
likely to be hampered by fragile consumer con¬ 
fidence and limited willingness to engage in 
major transactions.” 

Across the regions, the north west of England 
showed the highest annual growth, with prices 
increasing by 6.5 per cent to reach £160,000 on 
average in August. 


AN MP has described proposals for bound¬ 
ary changes in Welsh constituencies as 
“crackers”. 

Montgomeryshire MP Glyn Davies says 
the plans, which would see north Powys 
merged with South Clwyd with the loss 
of one of the MPs, are not good for rural 
Wales. 

The Conservative MP is adamant that 
he will not stand for parliament if they are 
adopted. 

“I do not criticise the commissioners. 
They have no choice but recommend 
within the constraints of government leg¬ 
islation and the Welsh national boundary 
which afford little room for rational consid¬ 
eration or freedom to take history, culture 
and geography into account,” he said. 

“I also accept that there is a case for 
some equalisation of constituency sizes - a 
review is long overdue.” 

But he said the reduction of MPs in 
Wales should be from 40 to 33 and not 29 
as proposed. 

“Montgomeryshire has existed as a con¬ 
stitutional entity for around 500 years. 
I’ve been involved in public life for over 40 
years, and have always represented Mont¬ 
gomeryshire at council, Welsh Assembly 
and parliament level. The current propos¬ 
als consign historic Montgomeryshire to 
the dustbin of history.” 

It’s time for 
old clock to 
be given back 

WHEN Peter Wilson inherited a clock from 
his father, he was bemused by the engrav¬ 
ing on the front. 

For the presentation plaque pays tribute 
to a Mr TE Jones of Oswestry retiring from 
the railway service. 

Yet his father, William Wilson, had no 
connection with the Shropshire town as 
far as the family knew. 

Now Mr Peter Wilson is hoping to track 
down the relatives of the railwayman so 
that the mantlepiece clock can be returned 
to the family. 

Mr Wilson, who lives in the Coventry 
area, said he inherited the clock from his 
father, a solicitor and the former MP for 
Coventry. 

“The clock bears a plaque that reads 
‘Presented to Mr TE Jones by the District 
Traffic Manager and Office Staff Oswestry 
as a token of goodwill and esteem on his 
retirement from the railway service 30th 
September 1949’.” he said. 

“Quite how the clock came into my fa¬ 
ther’s possession I do not know. He was 
for many years a solicitor in Coventry and 
from 1964 to 1981 a Member of Parliament 
for one of the Coventry constituencies. As a 
result he was well know in the city so per¬ 
haps the clock was a gift from a member of 
the Jones family.” 

Anyone who may have information that 
could help Mr Wilson can contact him by 
email on peterandphilippa@btinternet. 
com. 

Police warn of 
bogus calls scam 

POLICE are warning of a telephone scam 
where bogus callers are contacting resi¬ 
dents and claiming they owe hundreds of 
pounds to the government. 

A number of residents in Oswestry have 
reported bogus calls from someone claim¬ 
ing to be from HM Revenues and Customs. 

The local policing team said people have 
been told they need to pay an outstanding 
balance or risk further action being taken 
against them. 

Councillor John Price said his partner 
had received a similar call and is asking 
people to be aware of the scam. 

“A lot of people have come to me now 
saying they are getting phone calls asking 
if they are in debt and that they have to 
reply or they will be taken to court,” he 
said. “They’re being asked to press one if 
they are in debt but thankfully no one I 
know has got that far yet, and has put the 
phone down. 

“It’s quite intimidating, especially for 
more vulnerable people, so I just want peo¬ 
ple to spread the word and stay safe.” 

HMRC says to not liaise with anyone you 
can’t verify the identity of. 
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“AM calls for 
more help for 
self-employed 


Introduction of new technology is allowing 
local bobbies to stay on the beat for longer 


A FEDERATION for Small Businesses 
(FSB) report is urging an immediate re¬ 
view into Welsh Government support for 
self-employed professionals. 

The report has been backed by Mont¬ 
gomeryshire AM Russell George, who at¬ 
tended the launch event of the report. 

Mr George also had the opportunity to 
question the First Minister on the Welsh 
Government’s support for young profes¬ 
sionals in Mid Wales to become self-em¬ 
ployed during weekly First Minister’s 
Questions. 

The ‘Going Solo’ study found that almost 
one-in-five employed professionals in rural 
Wales are self-employed and this rises to 23 
per cent in Powys. 

Mr George said: “The FSB report finds 
that the patterns of self-employment in 
Mid Wales are skewed towards older work¬ 
ers, so the Welsh Government must do 
more to ensure that the barriers which are 
preventing young people from becoming 
self-employed are removed. 

“I was pleased that the First Minister 
recognised the benefits of a regional ap¬ 
proach and that he will urge Business 
Wales and the Development Bank for 
Wales to ensure that young people have 
access to the necessary finance to take the 
necessary steps to setting up their own 
business and promoting self-employment.” 

Student Alex 
given £3,000 
bursary boost 

A FORMER Shropshire student has won a 
bursary to study at one of the UK’s pres¬ 
tigious universities. 

Alex Keir, who attended The Marches 
School Sixth Form in Oswestry, was nomi¬ 
nated for the award by his former teacher, 
Vikki Vicars. 

He has won £3,000 per year from the 
Oxford Cambridge and RSA (OCR) bursary 
fund which was set up to enable talented 
students in the West Midlands to make the 
most of their time at university. 

Alex attended an awards ceremony at the 
OCR in Coventry where he was presented 
with his award by the Cambridge Assess¬ 
ment Group chief executive and chairman 
of OCR, Simon Lebus. 

Mr Lebus praised Alex for his achieve¬ 
ment. 

He said he was inspiring to meet and an 
excellent representative of The Marches 
School. 

Mrs Vicars, lead teacher for academic ex¬ 
tension at The Marches School, said: “Alex 
is an exceptionally gifted student and the 
first from The Marches Sixth Form to gain 
a place at Cambridge. 

“His hard work and dedication shone 
through in his application and at interview, 
so much so that we decided to nominate 
him for the OCR award.” 

Swimmer Alistair 
takes home gold 

OSWESTRY School Sixth Form pupil 
Alistair Moss competed in the Autumn 
Conwy Swim Meet recently. 

The meet is extremely popular and at¬ 
tracts a large number of swimmers from 
the area. 

Alistair, aged 16, had a busy weekend, 
but romped home with a gold medal for 
the 1500m freestyle. The win was almost 
snatched from him when the official time¬ 
keeper rang the penultimate two-length 
bell at four lengths causing him to stop 
early thinking he’d finished. Alistair soon 
realised the error though and continued to 
claim his gold medal among a strong swim¬ 
ming field. 

College to provide 
courses on floristry 

NORTH Shropshire College in Oswestry 
is once again running floristry courses as 
part of a diverse and exciting programme 
of part time courses for new students. 

The wide variety of material and oppor¬ 
tunities presented by the course has meant 
that it has proved popular during previous 
years. 


POLICE in Shropshire have hailed a multi-mil¬ 
lion investment in mobile technologies that 
they say allows them to spend more time on 
the streets. 

Officers across West Mercia are now equipped 
with smartphones and laptops. 

The new technology is allowing them to work 
on the move and spend more time with the pub¬ 
lic. 

It also means officers no longer have to re¬ 
turn to police stations as often to do adminis¬ 
tration work. 

It means, on average, an extra hour per of¬ 
ficer, per shift, is being spent out and about in 
the community. 

Officers say they are now able to complete pa¬ 
perwork for collisions at the roadside, use apps 


Report by Sophie Madden 


to check suspects against their photographs, 
speak to translators over the phone and contact 
missing people to ensure they are safe and well. 

They also have the ability to check logs with 
crucial information and find officers in remote 
locations. 

A new app allows them to file information on 
the crime scene, which can update witnesses 
and victims on the spot. 

The technology also allows them to access 
systems outside of the force area, which covers 
Shropshire, Hereford and Worcester. 

There have already been successes outside of 
the county. 


In Kidderminster, an officer was mobile 
working when he spotted a vehicle that he had 
coincidently just been researching. 

As a result, he was able to stop the driver and 
three people were arrested for money launder¬ 
ing and drug supply. 

West Mercia Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner John Campion said: “I promised to back 
the force with the investment and resources it 
needs to become more responsive to changing 
demands and this is exactly what I have deliv¬ 
ered. 

“Our communities asked for our police to be 
more visible and I have delivered this through 
this technology. 

“Along with the extra time, officers have 
far more capabilities than they did previously, 


helping them to provide a better service to the 
public. 

“We’re caught up and now I promise to keep 
up, to ensure this ordinary technology contin¬ 
ues to have an extraordinary benefit for our 
communities.” 

Assistant Chief Constable Richard Moore 
added: “The alliance investment in technology 
is modernising the way we work, helping us to 
operate with maximum effectiveness. 

“The roll-out of 2,600 laptops and 2000 
smartphones means officers can achieve much 
more without the need to return to base to com¬ 
plete paperwork. 

“These developments are helping us to im¬ 
prove efficiency, quality of service, and to pro¬ 
tect the most vulnerable people from harm.” 


Pilot project to help out new 
businesses coming to an end 


Youngsters enjoy success at prestigious festival 



Gabriella Owen-Langford, Abigail Ellis-Lowe, Lucy McGuire and Lucy Garton with trophies won at the Shropshire Festival of Verse and Prose 


Report by Jonny Drury 


AN enterprising initiative that has 
supported over 100 individuals and 
businesses in north Powys with 
their growth and development is to 
end. 

The Severn Valley Effect was launched 
over four years ago as a pilot project, and 
part of an initiative backed by the Welsh 
Government and Powys County Coun¬ 
cil to encourage home grown enterprise 
within the Severn Valley area of Powys. 

It was run and operated by local business 
people and individuals who provided specialist 
support and mentoring in their own time to 
people thinking about starting a business. 

Doug Hughes, of Hughes Architects, chair¬ 
man of the SV Effect, said he believed the time 
had come for the initiative to pass the mantle 
on to other organisations. 

Mr Hughes said: “We were a pilot initiative 
and we have more than achieved what we set 
out to do. 

Mentoring 

“We’ve helped more than 100 individuals and 
businesses to grow and develop through one-to- 
one mentoring and advice through our resource 
team and seen some remarkable success stories. 

“From social enterprises to sole traders and 
small businesses in a range of sectors and parts 
of the Severn Valley. 

“The initiative brought together a lot of pas¬ 
sionate individuals who wanted to help others 
to enhance the economic opportunities in the 
area and we have more than done this. 

“Personally, I believe we have created a 
blueprint for enterprise in other parts of rural 
Wales and rural areas throughout the UK.” 

Mr Hughes said the Effect, which was based 
on an idea by the Sirolli Institute, has had 
groups from other parts of Wales and the UK 
interested to know more about their model. 

Elements of the SV Effect will be taken on by 
Business Wales, the new Development Bank of 
Wales, Robert Owen Community Banking En¬ 
terprise Hub and the Mid Wales Manufacturing 
Group. 

One of the enterprises to benefit from the 
SV Effect was Wiggles and Florence based at 
Kerry, near Newtown. 

Owner Susan Robertson said: “The help and 
advice from the SV Effect made us look at what 
we were doing and how we could do that better, 
particularly on the financial systems side of our 
business.” 


OSWESTRY School achieved outstanding re¬ 
sults at the Shropshire Festival of Verse and 
Prose. 

Seven pupils from Bellan House and 
Oswestry School senior school took part in 10 
classes at the festival. 

Held at Moreton Hall Girls School at Gle- 
drid near Oswestry, the annual festival gives 
young people the opportunity to speak to an 


audience and grow in confidence. It attracts 
students from across the region who compete 
in a range of classes including verse speaking, 
prose reading, famous speeches, public speak¬ 
ing, solo drama pieces, duo verse speaking, 
duologues and readings from the Book of Com¬ 
mon Prayer. Gabriella Owen-Langford, a Year 
5 pupil, came third in her verse speaking class 
while 2nd Form pupils, Abigail Ellis-Lowe and 


Lucy McGuire, came third with their duologue. 

Lucy Garton, Year 6, received a first in sight 
reading. 

Lucy received a first in both sight reading 
and topics, and finished third in the solo drama 
and verse reading classes. 

Abigail also received a first in public speak¬ 
ing along with second in both prose reading 
and topics. 


Reports of domestic abuse have doubled in four years 


THE number of domestic abuse reports to 
West Mercia Police has more than doubled in 
four years, new figures show. 

The police force covering Telford & Wrekin 
and Shropshire received nearly 4,500 reports in 
2013/14, but the figure soared to nearly 11,500 
in 2016/17. 

Statistics released by the force show that re¬ 
ports of domestic abuse incidents have grown 
year-on-year since 2013. 

It comes as a Commons report has suggested 
that proposed new sentencing guidelines for 


domestic abuse cases could see harsher punish¬ 
ments handed out for the crimes. 

There were 4,497 domestic abuse reports to 
West Mercia Police in 2013/14 and 6,441 the 
following year. 

In 2015/16, the figure rose to 10,397 and 
stood at 11,442 in 2016/17. 

Over the four years, 7,812 men and 958 
women were accused of domestic abuse. 

It comes as West Mercia Women’s Aid, a 
charity which supports domestic abuse victims 
in Shropshire and the Midlands, has also seen 


a rise in calls to its helpline. Meanwhile, dozens 
of people who need help from the Shropshire 
Domestic Abuse Service are stuck on a waiting 
list. 

West Mercia Police Superintendent Tom 
Harding said tackling domestic abuse and 
keeping victims safe was a priority for the po¬ 
lice force. 

He said: “We have done a great deal of work 
to ensure that victims of such crimes feel confi¬ 
dent to come forward, knowing their complaint 
will be taken seriously and that we will act to 


keep them safe. We believe this will be one of 
the factors behind the increase in the number 
of incidents reported to us over recent years.” 

The officer added: “Domestic abuse is a very 
serious crime, it is never the fault of the victim 
and I strongly encourage people to come for¬ 
ward and report it so police can take action as 
many abusers rely on silence to continue the 
abuse.” 

MPs have said there is likely to be some “in¬ 
flationary” impact on penalties as a result of 
draft guidance published earlier this year. 
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Bananarama tour? 
We heard a rumour 


F.mv netfkrmi tlinwgh Nmrtnbrr 
P to December, open ovrr 
r Christmas and the New Year 



01978860702 - 


A two hour boat trip through 
the Vale of Llangollen on our 
weatherproof, centrally 
heated narrowboat. 
Licensed bar and light 
refreshments available 
throughout the trip. 

Trips depart 
12.15pm and 2.00pm - 
Adults £14.00 Children £12.00 
Price includes a glass of 
mulled wine and a mince pie. 
To book telephone 
01978 860702 or 
visit our website 
www.aqueductcruises.co.uk 
The Wharf is over the 
river bridge and up the 
hill in front of you. 


TM & © 2015 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. Harry Potter Publishing Rights © JKR. 

Make Christmas Magical... buy your 
loved ones something special 
for Christmas! 

Warner Bros Studio Tour London - 
The Making of Harry Potter 
Saturday 12 May 2018 
Adult £63.50 / Child £50.50 inc 
Book early to avoid the curses of 
disappointed wizards and witches! 


kTANAT VAUEY 


Tanat Valley Coaches 

01691 780908 


I t’s been quite a year for 

Bananarama. Sara Dallin, Keren 
Woodward and Siobhan Fahey 
have been sweeping all before them 
- after Siobhan rejoined the band 
for a massive tour. 

The singer had left Bananarama in 1988 to form 
Shakespears Sister, with whom she played until 
1996. She then appeared in films and recorded 
music alone, as well as appearing with Dexys 
Midnight Runners, before agreeing to rejoin 
Bananarama in February this year for a major tour. 

And the band’s shows have been well received by fans 
who have relived their youth to such hits as It Ain’t What 
You Do. . ., Really Saying Something, Shy Boy, Cruel 
Summer, Robert De Niro’s Waiting. . ., and Love in the 
First Degree as well as the US number one Venus and 
other hits like Cruel Summer and I Heard A Rumour. 

Bananarama had been formed by Sara, Siobhan and 
Keren in 1981. When Siobhan quit, Jacquie O’Sullivan 
joined and they enjoyed more hits with songs like I Want 
You Back and Help. Jacquie later left and Sara and Keren 
enjoyed success as a duo with Movin’ On and More, 

More, More. 

The band’s achievements speak for themselves. They 
have enjoyed two Band Aid appearances, an entry in the 
Guinness Book of World Records as the most successful 
female band worldwide with the most charting singles, 
all of which were international hits, four hitting the US 
Billboard Top 10 including a number one with Venus. To 
date they have had 32 Top 40 UK hits, released 10 albums 
and sold 30 million records. 

TEENAGERS 

The band formed when teenagers and childhood 
friends Sara and Keren met Siobhan. Sara and Siobhan 
were studying journalism at the London University of Arts 
(London College of Fashion) and Keren was working at 
the BBC. 

About to be thrown out of the YWCA for “keeping 
late hours” Sara and Keren 
bumped into ex-Sex Pistol 
Paul Cook in the club 
Taboo. He offered them 
a place to stay above the 
Sex Pistols’ old rehearsal 
room. He ended up 
producing their first single 
Aie A Mwana. One early 
radio play from legendary 
DJ John Peel was all it took 
to catch the attention of ex- 
Specials singer Terry Hall, who 
tracked the girls down and asked 
them to perform on The Fun Boy Three 
single It Ain’t What You Do. 

They went on to support everyone from 
Iggy Pop to Paul Weller (Paul went on to pen 
a track for the band’s first album) appearing on 
numerous TV shows while still being so skint they 
were using the baths at the local swimming pool 
for£1 a throw. 

For the next 10 years the girls were 
everywhere and so were their hits. They became 
internationally hot property when hits Cruel 
Summer hit the US Billboard Top 10 with their 
video filmed in New York. 

Identifying the right producers/collaborators 
at the right point in their career was always 
their strong point from Jolley and Swain who 
produced their debut album Deep Sea Skiving 
and follow up Bananarama to Stock/Aitken/ 

Waterman who produced the platinum-selling 
WOW!, to Youth with Pop Life. 

In 2005 they were picking out Swedish 
hitmakers Murlyn to produce the album Drama 
(singles Move In My Direction and Look On 
The Floor Top 20 UK, US Billboard dance 


Back in the day - Keren Woodward, 
Sara Dallin and Siobhan Fahey 
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number two) and in 2009 they found a perfect foil in 
Ian Masterson (Pet Shop Boys, Girls Aloud, Kylie) who 
produced the album VIVA. 

Bananarama, like the Go Go’s and the 
Bangles, were not a manufactured 
band but three friends who came 
from the London club scene with 
a punk attitude and were always 
in control of their 
own destiny. 

In 2012 

Bananarama have 
appeared in the hit ITV 
comedy Benidorm, they 
embarked to the US 
for the Pinktober 
tour at Hard 
Rock Cafes 
and released 
a brand new 
four tracks 
digital EP 
called Now 
Or Never. 

In February 
2016, the girls 
embarked upon 
a successful 
Australian 
Tour, followed 
by a sold out 
Japan tour in 
October. 

And now, 
the original 
Bananarama 


For the next 10 
years the girls were 
everywhere and so 
were their hits 


line up are back together for a string of live shows in 
2017. It will be fans’ only chance to see Sara, Keren and 
Siobhan live across the UK. 

Keren was in a relationship with former Wham! star 
Andrew Ridgeley for 25 years, but they parted ways last 
year. Speaking about the break-up, she said things didn’t 
always work out but they’d remained close friends and 
Andrew would be attending quite a few dates on the tour. 

The biggest girl group of the 1980s were sworn 
enemies for many years but they reconvened for a 
barbecue at Siobhan’s home in Bethnal Green. They 
rekindled their love and friendship and a few months later, 
Keren picked up the phone and told Siobhan she should 
go on tour with them. They had never actually done a 
tour, the three of them, together. Siobhan agreed and the 
rest is history. 

See them perform at Arena Birmingham on Thursday 
next week. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Shropshire Star every Friday. 

















Golden era will be remembered at hall 


Think of the 1920s and the images 
that it conjures of flappers, art deco, 
the Charleston, and this is the spirit that 
Weston Park on the Shropshire border 
is bringing to a night of glamorous 
sophistication to capture this golden era. 

On Saturday, December 9 guests are 
invited to experience the roaring 20s in a 
special night of celebration that will set 
Christmas alight. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald talked of the 
“champagne and the stars” as some of 
the heady ingredients that went towards 
creating the infamous parties of The 
Great Gatsby. 

With the champagne flowing, jazz 
band playing and waiters serving trays 


of canapes, Weston Park’s Marble Flails 
is the perfect setting to transport guests 
back in time. 

Guests are invited to really go for it 
in the style stakes by dressing for the 
occasion with lots to reference; from 
feather boas, strings of pearls, long 
gloves and headbands for the ladies 
to pinstripes and fedora hats for the 
gentlemen. 

Central to the evening will be a 
fabulous dinner served in the historic 
Dining Room, where guests will be 
able to enjoy a six-course tasting menu 
inspired by the decade of decadence, 
with finishing touches that include 
Madeira jelly and Prosecco sorbet and 


with Christmas traditions also carefully 
featured. 

Reflective of how 1920s society turned 
its back on prohibition, dinner will be 
accompanied by a flight of wine carefully 
selected by Weston’s sommelier. 

And to keep festive spirits high, for 
one night only the Victorian library will be 
transformed into a casino, giving guests 
the chance to take to the tables to try 
their luck at blackjack and roulette. 

Andrea Webster, marketing manager 
for Weston Park, said: “This is going to 
be a fun filled night of pure elegance 
where people can enjoy the very best of 
what was unquestionably one of the most 
influential periods of the 20th century.” 



D rofessor Brian 
will go back on 


Cox 

tour 



H aving set two Guinness 

World Record titles with his 
previous sell-out live UK 
and Ireland tour, Professor 
Brian Cox is set to return to 
the West Midlands. 

Taking audiences to the edge of our current 
understanding about the origin and evolution of our solar 
system and the universe, Professor Brian Cox Live 2019 
offers a fascinating insight into the workings of nature at 
the most fundamental level. 

Fie will once again be joined by co-host of The Infinite 
Monkey Cage and award-winning comedian Robin Ince to 
oversee an audience Q&A, giving fans the chance to ask 
any question they have. 

Cox is Professor of Particle Physics at The University 
of Manchester, The Royal Society Professor for Public 
Engagement in Science and a Fellow of the Royal 
Society. 

As a broadcaster, he has presented a number of highly- 
acclaimed science programmes for the BBC, boosting 
the popularity of subjects such as astronomy and physics 
and garnering a host of accolades, including two Royal 
Television Society awards and a Peabody Award for 
Wonders Of The Solar System. 

Fie has also authored a series of best-selling books, 
including the widely acclaimed Fluman Universe and the 
recently released Universal: A Guide to the Cosmos, and 
is recognised as the foremost communicator for all things 
scientific. 

Flis latest critically acclaimed BBC series, Forces of 
Nature, aired in 2016 whilst he recently once again co¬ 
hosted Stargazing Live. 

Fie holds two Guinness World Record titles for a 
science tour for his total sell-out debut tour, which began 
in 2016. 


About 25 years ago, Cox had a promising career in 
music. In the 1980s and early 90s, he was a keyboard 
player with the rock band Dare. 

Dare released two albums with Cox - Out of the Silence 
in 1988 and Blood from Stone in 1991. 

Later, he joined D:Ream, a group that had several 


hits in the UK charts, including the number one Things 
Can Only Get Better, which was used as a New Labour 
election anthem, although he did not actually play on the 
track. 

Professor Brian Cox will appear at Arena Birmingham 
on February 23, 2019. 


* SPEAKER at the November meeting 
of The Arts Society, Mid Wales & Borders 
(Formerly NADFAS) is Sarah Gathercole. 

The topic is Valazquez And The 
Spanish Court. 

The meeting takes place on Thursday 
next week at 2.30pm. Venue is The Powis 
Suite, Royal Oak Hotel, Welshpool. Non¬ 
members are very welcome to attend, 
though a donation of £6 towards costs is 
requested. 

For further information email avril@ 
avrilhart.com or see the website 

* TAKING the stage at Oswestry’s 
Willow Gallery on Saturday, popular 
local band Cafe Lola will present a lively 
cabaret-style evening guaranteed to lift 
the spirits. 


NOTICE BOARD 


Winning plaudits in Shropshire and 
beyond, the band will be reflecting on 
their musical influences, including Latin 
American, French chanson, Gypsy and 
Klezmer, as well as Brecht/Weill - the 
team that brought us ‘Mack the Knife’. 

Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5 for 
children. 

They can be obtained by calling at 
the gallery, by telephone on (01691) 
6575750), through the gallery’s website 
at www.willowgalleryoswestry.org, or at 
the door on the night. 

Start time is 8pm with doors open 


at 7pm - so early arrivals will have the 
opportunity to look around the gallery’s 
current exhibition or, if they wish, enjoy a 
drink at the bar. 

* THE Shropshire Chamber Orchestra 
held two concerts in aid of Hope House 
Children’s Hospice at the Holy Trinity 
Church in Oswestry and St Alkmund’s 
Church in Shrewsbury. 

The orchestra, led by Paul Kelly, gave 
a rendition of Mozart’s Ballet Music from 
Idomeneo and Violin Concerto K216 in 
G, with soloist Claire Tocknell putting in a 
mesmerising performance. 

They finally finished off with Beethoven 
Symphony No.5 in C Minor. 

Hope House thanked Caroline 
Johnson for organising these events in 


order to raise money for the hospice and 
the many local sponsors who supported 
the orchestra with their event. 

A statement said: “The children’s 
hospice rely on people in the community 
like Caroline to help us raise the £6.3 
million we need every year to continue 
providing the specialist care and support 
that offered to families in our local 
community.” 

Currently just two per cent of people 
in the county donate directly to Hope 
House Children’s Hospice and Ty 
Gobaith. 

People can donate online now at www. 
hopehouse.org.uk/donate or via their 
shops or fundraising offices on (01691) 
671671. 


Coming soon, 


Air show will be ‘spectacular’ 


It's set to be the "most 
spectacular" Cosford Air Show 
ever as organisers pull out all 
the stops to mark 100 years of 
the RAF 

The next air show, on June 
10 next year, will look back 
at a century of aviation and 
will include a first-of-its-kind 
display of 100 planes for 100 
years, 

Tickets are now available 
for the show, which in 2017 pulled in more than 50,000 people 
from around the country. 

Clive Elliott, air show director, said: "Planning for the 2018 air 
show has been going on for a long time, the Royal Ar Force's 
centenary is such an important event to celebrate, 

"We have grand plans to make the RAF Cosford Ar 
Show a once in a lifetime event to commemorate the RAF's 
achievements, celebrate the RAF of today and inspire the 
public about the RAF's future." 

The first participant to be announced is the Boulton Paul 
Defiant I, a two-seat turret fighter which was used at night 
between 1940 and 1942, 

The airframe is the single surviving complete example of 
the Defiant I and will be on display at the air show. It's part of 
the RAF Museum's collection and was built at Boulton Paul's 
factory in Pendeford, Wolverhampton, in 1938, 

It is promised to be the first of many aircraft coming out on 
display for the centenary, 

Organisers are holding the ticket price at £25, 


Claire to take to stage 


Actress, singer and TV 
personality Claire Sweeney is 
to take to the stage next year 
as part of a national tour of a 
major production. 

The much-loved star is to 
perform the role of Irene in the 
production Crazy for You, due 
to light up Wolverhampton's 
Grand Theatre from May 
8 tp 12. She will replace 
Caroline Flack in the West End smash hit, which is a tribute 
to. Broadway musicals. The production will feature the music 
of the Gershwin brothers, The musical is directed by Paul 
Hart and Claire joins Tom Chambers who plays Bobby and 
Charlotte Wakefield who plays Polly, Songs in the production 
include 1 Got Rhythm' and 'Nice Work If You Can Get It'. The 
plot is based on the Gershwin's hit Crazy Girl where a young 
man is sent to look after his family's ranch but instead employs 
showgirls from Broadway as entertainment. 

She is probably best-known for playing the role of Lindsey 
Corkhill in Brookside. 

Other television credits include Clocking Off and 
Merseybeat along with a presenting role on 60 Minute 
Makeover and a panellist on ITV's Loose Women, 

Claire's West End roles include Roxie Hart in Chicago and 
Miss Adelaide in Guys and Dolls, 

Claire - aged 46, originally from Liverpool - previously 
played the title role in Educating Rita at London's Menier 
Chocolate Factory and prior to that, played Paulette in the UK 
tour of the award-winning Legally Blonde, 


Griff to tell of his touring travels 


Griff Rhys Jones will bring his upcoming tour to Shropshire, 
His show Where Was I? will be at Oakengates Theatre in 
Telford as part of its nationwide 
This year's performance will 
explore the subject of travel, 

Where was I? takes as its 
starting point some of Griff's 
personal jaunts from the last 
15 years, 

It includes sailing a boat 
to St Petersburg and around 
the Med, travels in Morocco, 
the Galapagos, India and 
Australia. 

But mostly he has ventured 
as part of his work for TV making Greatest Cities, A Slow 
Train to Africa, In Search of the Black Rhino, Burma and The 
Forgotten Army, several series of Three Men In A Boat and 
programmes on mountains, rivers, lost routes and tribal art, 
He will be telling stories and musing on the nature of travel 
itself - about the differences between travel and tourism, 

The show follows on from his last tour, Jones and Smith, 
and will be at the theatre on March 8 next year. 

For more information call 01952 382382, 


tour, 
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Pointless Celebrities 

6pm 

Hannah Waddingham, Gemma Whelan, 
Jeff Rawle, Chris Rankin, David Dixon, 
Sandra Dickinson, Norman Lovett and 
Hattie Hayridge take part in a sci-fi and 
fantasy edition of the quiz. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Live. Singer Pixie 
Lott joins Matt Tebbutt in the studio 
kitchen to sample dishes served up by 
Bryn Williams and Emily Roux, and Oily 
Smith is on hand to with the pick of the 
wine cellar. 

11.30 Nigella: At My Table. Dishes to share 
around the table. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. Dan Walker and guests 
look ahead to the weekend’s matches, 
which include Leicester City v 
Manchester City and Manchester 
United v Newcastle United. 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Rugby League World Cup. Tanya 
Arnold introduces highlights of the first 
two quarter-finals, which took place in 
Darwin, Australia, and Christchurch in 
New Zealand. 

2.00 Live International Rugby Union. Wales 
v Georgia (Kick-off 2.30pm). Gabby 
Logan introduces coverage of the 
autumn international at the Principality 
Stadium in Cardiff, as the sides meet for 
the first time. 

4.30 Final Score. Jason Mohammad 
presents a round-up of the classified 
results and this afternoon’s news from 
the Premier League, EFL and Scotland. 

5.10 Len Goodman’s Partners in Rhyme. 
Another two would-be poets tackle the 
lyrical game show. 

5.40 BBC News. 

5.50 Midlands Today; Weather. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Hannah 

Waddingham, Gemma Whelan, Jeff 
Rawle, Chris Rankin, David Dixon, 
Sandra Dickinson, Norman Lovett and 
Hattie Hayridge take part in a sci-fi and 
fantasy edition of the quiz. 

6.45 Strictly Come Dancing. The star- 
studded dance contest makes its 
annual trip to the Lancashire coast, 
where the eight remaining couples 
must perform against the backdrop of 
Blackpool Tower Ballroom. 

8.10 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. New 
series. The comedian’s family 
entertainment show returns, as Emeli 
Sande and Joe Lycett perform, and 
former Labour MP Ed Balls plays 
Celebrity Send to All. 

9.10 Casualty. The day of Charlotte’s 
christening arrives, and Robyn is 
dumbfounded when she bumps into 
Glen - her terminally ill ex-fiance - who 
Dylan has been secretly preparing for a 
reunion. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather; National Lottery 
Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest Premier 
League matches, including Leicester 
City v Manchester City and Arsenal v 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

11.50 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman is 
joined by former players Osi Umenyiora 
and Jason Bell to present highlights of 
Thursday night’s game, plus a look at 
the stories shaping the NFL world. 

12.20 FILM: Man on the Moon (1999). Biopic 
of absurdist comedian and sitcom star 
Andy Kaufman, whose surreal sense of 
humour entertained and baffled 
America in equal measures. Starring 
Jim Carrey and Danny DeVito. 

2.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

2.15 BBC News. 



International Rugby Union 

7.30pm 

England v Australia. Lee McKenzie 
presents action from the autumn 
international at Twickenham, where the 
hosts were looking to continue their fine 
run against the Wallabies. 



Catchphrase 

6.15pm 

Stephen Mulhern hosts the game show 
in which three contestants guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in animated 
clues, before one of them plays to win 
£50,000. 






First Humans: The Cave 
Discovery 

8pm 


Following the discovery of fossilised 
remains in a South African cave that 
were revealed to have come from an 
unknown species of human ancestor. 


Channel 4 



Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away 

7pm 

In West London, agents Max and Cona 
chase up more than £2,000 in unpaid 
parking fines, while officers in 
Lancashire try to collect £4,000 owed 
for unpaid nursery fees. 


Channel 5 


6.15 Holiday of My Lifetime with Len 

Goodman. Esther Rantzen goes back 
to the Isle of Wight. (R) 

7.00 Nature’s Weirdest Events. A town 
brought to a standstill by a swarm of 
insects. (R) 

7.30 Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. Naomi 
Wilkinson’s heads to Brazil’s east coast. 

8.00 Deadly 60. Steve Backshall explores 
the world of parasites. (R) 

8.30 Show Me What You’re Made Of. The 
teens start work at a fish canning plant 
on the Taiwanese coast. 

9.00 Saturday Mash-Up! With guests 
DanTDM and Max & Harvey. 

11.00 Natural World: Tiger Dynasty. Two 
tigers are released into the wild to 
breed. (R) 

12.00 Rick Stein’s Long Weekends. The chef 
takes a culinary break in Bordeaux. (R) 

I. 00 Italy Unpacked. Andrew Graham-Dixon 

and Giorgio Locatelli visit the Veneto 
region. (R) 

2.00 Live Tennis: ATP World Tour Finals. 

The opening semi-final of the singles 
competition. 

4.30 Mastermind. Specialist subjects 
include Roman coinage and Harold 
Wilson. (R) 

5.00 Live International Rugby Union. 

Scotland v New Zealand (Kick-off 
5.15pm). 

7.30 International Rugby Union. England v 
Australia. Lee McKenzie presents action 
from the autumn international at 
Twickenham, where the hosts were 
looking to continue their fine run against 
the Wallabies. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Jones buys black-market 
pigeons from wheeler-dealer Walker - 
but is horrified to discover the birds 
were taken from Trafalgar Square. 
Comedy, starring Clive Dunn and 
James Beck. (R) 

9.00 My Country: A Work in Progress. An 

adaptation of the National Theatre play 
of the same name, making use of public 
testimonies and politicians’ speeches to 
explore Brexit and its impact on the 
“United Kingdom”. 

9.55 Ql XL. Extended edition of Sandi 

Toksvig’s debut as host, in which Alan 
Davies, Cariad Lloyd, Romesh 
Ranganathan and Phill Jupitus answer 
questions associated with the letter n. 

10.40 David Gilmour: Live at Pompeii. 

Highlights of the guitarist’s concerts at 
the ancient Pompeii amphitheatre in 
Rome in July 2016, featuring songs 
from his solo career as well as several 
Pink Floyd favourites. 

II. 40 FILM: Spike Island (2012). Five 

teenagers make a life-changing journey 
across Britain in the summer of 1990 to 
see the Stone Roses in concert. Drama, 
starring Elliott Tittensor. 

1.20 FILM: Badlands (1973). An alienated 
man goes on the run across 
Midwestern America with his teenage 
lover, killing anyone in their way. 
Terrence Malick’s crime drama, with 
Martin Sheen and Sissy Spacek. 

2.50 This Is BBC2. Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC2. 

4.30 Live Rugby League World Cup. The 
fourth quarter-final (Kick-off 5.00am). 
Mark Chapman introduces coverage of 
the match at the Melbourne 
Rectangular Stadium. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street 

6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures 6.45 
Super 4 7.00 Mission Employable 7.05 
Oddbods 7.10 Ultimate Spider-Man: 
Web Warriors 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! Two hours of 
children’s fun. 

7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
Cat and mouse adventures. (R) 

7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. Bill discovers 
Fangbone’s greatest fear. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Thunderbirds Are Go. A 
mysterious intruder interrupts the 
Tracys’ break at a family estate. 

9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 

9.25 Saturday Morning with James Martin. 
With guest Shane Richie. 

11.20 Gino’s Italian Coastal Escape. Gino 
D’Acampo reveals the hidden Tuscany. 

(R) 

11.50 I TV News and Weather; Weather. 

11.55 The X Factor Live. The third weekend 
of live shows concludes. (R) 

1.30 I TV Racing: Live from Cheltenham. Ed 
Chamberlin presents coverage from 
Cheltenham and Lingfield Park. 

4.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. A mysterious 

intruder interrupts the Tracys’ break at a 
family estate. (R) 

4.30 The Harbour. A three-day triathlon 
festival draws huge crowds to Tenby. 

(R) 

5.00 The Cruise. Romance is in the air for 

casino host Cecilia and assistant maitre 
d’ Alberto. Last in the series. (R) 

5.30 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs. 

Paul tries to calm down an over-excited 
mongrel. (R) 

6.00 ITV News Central; Weather. 

6.05 ITV News and Weather. 

6.15 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern hosts 
the game show in which three 
contestants guess the familiar phrases 
hidden in animated clues, before one of 
them plays to win £50,000. (R) 

6.50 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates more comedy mishaps 
submitted by viewers, including a 
fireball exploding over a family, and a 
toddler managing to fire a champagne 
cork into his mother’s eye. 

7.15 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara host 
the fourth heat, as competitors from 
across the UK test their strength, speed 
and courage in the obstacle-course 
challenge. (R) 

8.10 The X Factor Live. The talent show 
enters its fourth weekend of live 
eliminations, while two acts battle it out 
for another “money-can’t-buy” prize, 
the least popular could face elimination. 

9.40 The Jonathan Ross Show. The host is 
joined by comedy star Peter Kay, The 
Hobbit and Beauty and the Beast actor 
Luke Evans, and actress and singer 
Sheridan Smith. Last in the series. 

10.40 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

10.55 FILM: First Blood (1982). A Vietnam 
veteran escapes unjust imprisonment 
and flees into the wilderness, where he 
fights the law on his own terms. Action 
thriller, with Sylvester Stallone and Brian 
Dennehy. 

12.40 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 

3.00 The Hungry Sailors. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 Triathlon: Challenge Aruba. Action 

from the recent event on the Caribbean 
island. 

6.40 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

7.30 Frasier. Daphne helps Frasier decide 
whether to advertise a restaurant. (R) 

8.00 Frasier. (R) 

8.25 The Big Bang Theory. Penny’s 
ex-boyfriend offers her a new job. 

8.55 The Big Bang Theory. Amy is offered a 
fellowship at Princeton University. 

9.25 The Simpsons. Marge loses all memory 
of Homer. (R) 

9.55 The Simpsons. With the voices of 
Melanie Griffith and Larry Hagman. 

(R) 

10.25 The Simpsons. Mr Burns fights over his 
beloved teddy bear. (R) 

10.55 The Simpsons. A comet heads for 
Springfield. (R) 

11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.50 Come Dine with Me. A DJ hosts the first 
of week of dinner parties in Cardiff. (R) 

12.25 Come Dine with Me. On day two, Nick 
hopes a massive tasting menu will 
impress his guests in Cardiff. (R) 

12.55 Come Dine with Me. Retail manager 
Yuno hosts the third evening in Cardiff. 

(R) 

1.25 Come Dine with Me. Tensions rise 
between two of the contestants in 
Cardiff. (R) 

2.00 Come Dine with Me. It is the final night 
of the competition in Cardiff. (R) 

2.30 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. 

Properties in Devon and the Dordogne 
region of France. (R) 

3.30 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. 

Searching for properties in Cornwall 
and France. (R) 

4.30 Best Laid Plans. A couple disagree 
over key design decisions while 
extending their villa in East Sussex. 

5.35 Grand Designs. A couple transform a 
derelict Victorian gatehouse in London. 

(R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Volatile Earth: Killer Hurricanes. The 

impact of the Great Hurricane of 1780, 
which killed almost 28,000 people 
across the Caribbean, and the 
possibility of another of its kind striking 
again. Last in the series. Previously 
seen on More4. 

8.00 First Humans: The Cave Discovery. 

Documentary following the discovery of 
fossilised remains in a South African 
cave that were revealed to have come 
from a previously unknown species of 
human ancestor. (R) 

9.00 FILM: Lucy (2014). A courier seeks 
revenge on the gangsters who 
kidnapped her after a drug grants her 
superhuman abilities. Sci-fi thriller, with 
Scarlett Johansson and Morgan 
Freeman. 

10.45 FILM: R.I.P.D (2013). A cop killed in the 
line of duty is recruited by a ghostly 
police force assigned to battle evil 
spirits. Fantasy adventure, starring 
Ryan Reynolds and Jeff Bridges. 

12.35 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.25 The Last Leg. (R) 

2.20 Hollyoaks. 

4.30 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

5.25 Draw It! (R) 

5.50 Jamie’s Comfort Food. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess 6.10 Wanda 
and the Alien 6.20 Poppy Cat 6.35 
Wissper 6.40 Milkshake! Monkey 6.45 
Milkshake! Bopping About 6.50 Simon 
6.55 Peppa Pig 7.00 Paw Patrol 7.15 
Bob the Builder 7.25 Fireman Sam 

7.35 Oily the Little White Van 7.50 
Blaze and the Monster Machines 8.15 
Paw Patrol 8.30 Nellathe Princess 
Knight 8.50 Noddy: Toyland Detective 
9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom 

9.10 Shimmer and Shine 9.30 Digby 
Dragon 9.45 Peppa Pig 9.55 Peppa 
Pig 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Casey 
Jones accidentally unleashes a chaotic, 
reality-bending creature. (R) 

10.35 The Gadget Show. The presenters take 
a road trip from Birmingham to Weston- 
super-Mare. (R) 

11.30 Access. Showbiz news and gossip. 

11.35 FILM: Christmas Truce (2015). 

Seasonal wartime drama, starring Craig 
Anthony Olejnik. 

1.20 FILM: Deck the Halls (2006). Christmas 
comedy, starring Danny DeVito and 
Matthew Broderick. 

3.05 FILM: A Belle for Christmas (2014). 
Family adventure, starring Dean Cain. 

4.05 5 News Update. 

4.10 FILM: A Belle for Christmas (2014). 

Concluded. 

5.00 FILM: Christmas in Homestead (2016). 
Premiere. Romantic drama, starring 
Taylor Cole and Michael Rady. 

6.00 5 News Update. 

6.05 FILM: Christmas in Homestead (2016). 
Concluded. 

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In West 
London, agents Max and Cona chase 
up more than £2,000 in unpaid parking 
fines, while officers in Lancashire try to 
collect £4,000 owed for unpaid nursery 
fees. (R) 

7.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. Gareth 
and Mitch are in north Devon with a writ 
to recover more than £8,000 owed by a 
dissatisfied customer to a supplier of 
windows and doors. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights from 
the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Reading v 
Wolverhampton Wanderers and 
Queens Park Rangers v Aston Villa. 

9.55 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals from 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Rotherham United v Shrewsbury 
Town and Wigan Athletic v Bradford 
City. 

10.25 NCIS: New Orleans. The team 
investigates when a private plane 
crashes in a bayou, Gregorio tries to 
decide whether to stay in New Orleans 
or return to Washington. 

11.20 NCIS: New Orleans. The team 
investigates when a Navy Seal 
candidate is killed weeks before his 
graduation, and LaSalle tries to avoid 
an old flame. 

12.15 SuperCasino. Live interactive gaming. 

3.10 FILM: Haunting of Briar House (2015). 
Horror, starring Jodelle Ferland. 

4.40 Access. 

4.55 Great Artists. (R) 

5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 

5.45 Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 
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Blue Planet II 

8pm 

Wildlife that live thousands of 
kilometres from land, featuring footage 
of baby turtles using debris as life rafts 
and sperm whales hunting for squid 
deep beneath the surface. 


Snowfall 

10pm 

Franklin must make a dangerous 
choice, Teddy tries to find out the truth 
about Logan’s death, and Lucia makes 
Oso a full partner - without telling 
Pedro. Guest starring RZA. 


The Chase: Celebrity Special 

6.30pm 

Mark Billingham, Aldo Zilli, Lucy 
Pargeter and Joey Essex answer 
general knowledge questions and work 
as a team to secure a cash prize for 
charity. Presented by Bradley Walsh. 


swxfcjy 



Messages Home: Lost Films 
of the British Army 

7pm 

Recently recovered films made by 
British soldiers serving in Burma during 
the Second World War in which they 
send messages home to their families. 



Happy 90th: Ken Dodd In His 
Own Words 


9pm 

Profile of the comedian, incorporating 
his best performances alongside rare 
archive interviews and contributions 
from friends and colleagues. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 

7.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 

presents highlights of the latest Premier 
League matches, including Leicester 
City v Manchester City and Arsenal v 
Tottenham Hotspur. (R) 

9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 

10.00 BBC Newsroom Live. 

11.00 Sunday Politics West Midlands. The 
week’s events at Westminster, 
presented by Sarah Smith. Including a 
regional round-up. 

12.15 Bargain Hunt. From Hungerford, 
Berkshire. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Homes Under the Hammer. Featuring 
properties in south-east London and Co 
Durham. (R) 

1.45 Money for Nothing. Sarah Moore 
transforms three items reclaimed from a 
tip in Surrey. (R) 

2.30 Escape to the Country. A couple 
search for a rural home in Dorset with a 
budget of £1.2 million. (R) 

3.00 Songs of Praise. Katherine Jenkins 
celebrates the queen’s 70th wedding 
anniversary. 

3.35 Children in Need: The Best Bits. Ade 

Adepitan presents a selection of the 
most memorable moments from appeal 
night, including Blue Peter presenters 
past and present competing on the 
Strictly dance floor. 

4.50 Blue Planet II. Creatures that live on 
coral reefs. (R) 

5.50 BBC News. 

6.05 Midlands Today; Weather. 

6.15 Countryfile. The rural affairs show visits 
Hertfordshire, where Sean Fletcher 
builds a home fit for a kingfisher, and 
John Craven revisits his scouting days 
by cooking on a woodland fire. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The Results. 
Tess Daly and Claudia Winkleman 
present the results of last night’s show 
before another couple leaves the 
contest. Featuring music from Alfie Boe, 
Michael Ball and Tears for Fears. 

8.00 Blue Planet II. Wildlife that live 

thousands of kilometres from land, 
featuring footage of baby turtles using 
debris as life rafts and sperm whales 
hunting for squid deep beneath the 
surface. 

9.00 Howards End. A death is followed by 
an unusual final request that throws the 
deceased’s family into confusion. The 
Schlegels face eviction from their home, 
which is due to be demolished. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Midlands Today; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Jason Mohammad 
presents highlights of the day’s only 
Premier League match, featuring 
Watford v West Ham United at Vicarage 
Road. 

11.15 Ronny Chieng: International Student. 

Professor Dale is impressed at the 
badminton skills of Ronny and his 
friends, and forces them to play for the 
college’s Australian rules football team 
in a crucial game. 

11.45 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. The 

comedian’s family entertainment show 
returns, as Emeli Sande and Joe Lycett 
perform, and former Labour MP Ed 
Balls plays Celebrity Send to All. (R) 

12.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.50 BBC News. 



7.30 Great British Garden Revival. Diarmuid 
Gavin encourages gardeners to make 
havens for wildlife, while Charlie 
Dimmock sets up a pop-up stall in a 
Bristol market as she champions the 
peony. (R) 

8.35 Countryfile. A special episode for 
Remembrance Sunday. (R) 

9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. Matt 
Tebbutt presents highlights of the 
series, recalling his favourite moments 
from previous years in the kitchen. 

11.00 Food & Drink. The benefits of healthy 
food, with guest Cyrus Todiwala. (R) 

11.30 My Life on a Plate. Alistair McGowan 
revisits evocative places from his 
childhood. (R) 

12.15 MOTD2 Extra. Mark Chapman presents 
football discussion. 

I. 00 International Rugby Union. England v 

Australia. Lee McKenzie presents action 
from the autumn international at 
Twickenham, where the hosts were 
looking to continue their fine run against 
the Wallabies. (R) 

2.00 Rugby League World Cup. Tanya 

Arnold introduces highlights of the third 
and fourth quarter-finals, which took 
place in Wellington, New Zealand, and 
Melbourne, Australia. 

3.30 Wild Brazil. A drought culminates in 
huge fires and the capuchin monkeys, 
giant otters and coatis must endure the 
harsh conditions while also looking for 
breeding partners. Last in the series. (R) 

4.30 Coast. The Great Storm of 1703. (R) 

5.00 Flog It! From Stapleford Park in 

Leicestershire. (R) 

6.00 Live Tennis: ATP World Tour Finals. 

Sue Barker presents coverage from day 
eight at the 02 in London, featuring the 
final of the singles competition. 
Subsequent programmes are subject to 
change. 

9.00 Britain’s Cycling Superheroes: The 
Price of Success. The controversy 
surrounding Britain’s international 
cyclists and the two men who have led 
the nation to recent successes in both 
the Olympics and the Tour de France. 

10.00 Snowfall. Franklin must make a 

dangerous choice, Teddy tries to find 
out the truth about Logan’s death, and 
Lucia makes Oso a full partner - without 
telling Pedro. Guest starring RZA. 

10.40 Mock the Week. Dara O Briain and 

Hugh Dennis front a special edition of 
the topical comedy show featuring best 
bits and unseen material from the 
series. (R) 

II. 10 FILM: The Lighthouse (2016). 

Premiere. Two lighthouse keepers are 
isolated for months by a freak storm, 
and driven to the brink of madness. 
Fact-based thriller, starring Mark Lewis 
Jones and Michael Jibson. 

12.50 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Newcastle, with panellists 
Shadow Foreign Secretary Emily 
Thornberry, former Liberal Democrat 
leader Tim Farron, novelist Val 
McDermid and journalist Rod Liddle. 

(R) 

1.50 Sign Zone: Holby City. Oliver is 
determined to win funding for his chest 
wall reconstruction project, and Morven 
is shocked when she discovers the 
identity of Lofty’s patient. (R) 

2.50 This Is BBC2. 



ITV 


r Channel 4 


6.00 CITV: Sooty 6.10 Bottom Knocker 
Street 6.20 Bottom Knocker Street 

6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures 6.45 
Super 4 7.00 Mission Employable 7.05 
Oddbods 7.10 Thunderbirds Are Go 

7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! Two hours of 
children’s fun. 

7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
Cat and mouse adventures. (R) 

7.50 Scrambled!: Ben 10. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. Bean visits the dentist. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Make It Pop. Adventures 
with good friends and room-mates Sun 
Hi Song and Corki Chang. (R) 

9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 

9.25 I TV News. 

9.30 Australian Wilderness with Ray Mears. 

The adventurer explores the Dampier 
peninsula. (R) 

10.00 Peston on Sunday. Political magazine. 

11.05 FILM: Carry On Screaming (1966). 

Comedy horror, starring Kenneth 
Williams. 

12.55 I TV News and Weather; Weather. 

I. 05 The X Factor Live. The talent show 

enters its fourth weekend of live 
eliminations. (R) 

2.35 Midsomer Murders. A man’s body is 
found tied down in a miniature village. 
(R) 

4.30 Elton John: The Nation’s Favourite 
Song. The singer discusses 20 of his 
biggest hits with David Walliams. (R) 

6.05 I TV News Central; Weather. 

6.15 I TV News and Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. Mark 
Billingham, Aldo Zilli, Lucy Pargeter and 
Joey Essex answer general knowledge 
questions and work as a team to secure 
a cash prize for charity. Presented by 
Bradley Walsh. 

7.30 The X Factor Live. The fourth weekend 
of live shows concludes, with the 
remaining acts competing for a chance 
to go through to next week. Presented 
by Dermot O’Leary. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! 

New series. Ant and Dec present the 
celebrity challenge, as another batch of 
famous faces head for the Australian 
jungle to face a series of gruelling 
challenges. 

10.45 I TV News and Weather; Weather. 

II. 05 Peston on Sunday. Political magazine, 

presented by Robert Peston and Allegra 
Stratton. (R) 

12.00 Gone to Pot: American Road Trip. 

Linda Robson, Pam St Clement, 
Christopher Biggins, John Fashanu and 
Bobby George go on a road trip across 
America to explore the pros and cons of 
legalising marijuana. (R) 

1 2.50 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Motorsport UK. Richard John Neil 

presents action from Brands Hatch with 
round 24 of the Simpson Race Products 
Ginetta Juniors, and round 18 of the 
Renault UK Clio Cup. 

3.50 I TV Nightscreen. 

5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. The host 
invites guests to air their differences 
over family and relationship issues, and 
provides them with his own brand of 
no-nonsense advice. (R) 


6.00 Kevin Can Wait. Kevin comes into 
conflict with a childhood enemy. 

6.25 Kevin Can Wait. Kevin concocts an 
elaborate plan to avoid Donna’s cousin. 

6.45 Kevin Can Wait. Kevin and Chale get 
shop jobs to help pay for the wedding. 

7.10 Everybody Loves Raymond. Ally is 
accused of bullying. (R) 

7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. Ray 
becomes a churchgoer. (R) 

8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. Robert is 
injured in the line of duty. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. A doctor’s death reminds 
Frasier of his own mortality. (R) 

9.00 Frasier. Frederick announces he is 
unable to visit at Christmas. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. With guests Philip 
Glenister and Tom Grennan. 

12.30 Jamie’s Quick & Easy Food. Jamie 
Oliver makes Asian fishcakes with a 
sweet and spicy glaze. (R) 

1.00 The Simpsons. Ghoulish Halloween 
capers. (R) 

1.30 The Simpsons. Part one of two. Mr 
Burns is shot. (R) 

2.00 The Simpsons. Sideshow Bob runs for 
office. (R) 

2.30 The Simpsons. With the voice of 
Natalie Portman. (R) 

3.00 FILM: Mr Popper’s Penguins (2011). 

Family comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 

4.50 Channel 4 News. 

5.20 FILM: Men in Black II (2002). Sci-fi 

comedy sequel, starring Will Smith and 
Tommy Lee Jones. 

7.00 Messages Home: Lost Films of the 
British Army. Documentary about 
recently recovered films made by British 
soldiers serving in Burma during the 
Second World War in which they send 
messages home to their families. (R) 

8.00 Guy Martin’s WWI Tank. The presenter 
builds a working replica of a First World 
War tank to mark the centenary of the 
Battle of Cambrai, and also delves into 
the history of the earliest armoured 
vehicles. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the households’ 
instant reactions to what they are 
watching on TV from the comfort of their 
own sofas. (R) 

11.00 FILM: Atonement (2007). A girl 

accuses her sister’s lover of a crime he 
did not commit, unaware her actions 
will have tragic repercussions. 

Romantic period drama, starring Keira 
Knightley and James McAvoy. 

1.15 The Secret Life of 4 Year Olds. 

Cameras follow playground friendships, 
romances and rivalries, including 
Harper, who already has several 
girlfriends, but he has eyes on new girl 
Ava. (R) 

2.10 The Supervet. Professor Noel 
Fitzpatrick and his team fight to save a 
golden retriever’s leg. (R) 

3.05 Grand Designs Australia. A couple 
builds a modern farmhouse on their 
Brisbane ranch. (R) 

4.00 Gillette World Sport. Including an 
interview with Irish surfer Ollie 
O’Flaherty. 

4.25 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 

4.55 Mobil 1 The Grid. Including an 

interview with Toro Rosso Team 
Principal Franz Tost. (R) 

5.20 Jamie’s Comfort Food. The chef puts 
his own spin on a classic chicken Kiev. 

(R) 


Channel 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess 6.10 Wanda 
and the Alien 6.20 Poppy Cat 6.35 
Wissper 6.40 Milkshake! Monkey 6.45 
Milkshake! Bopping About 6.50 Simon 
6.55 Peppa Pig 7.00 Paw Patrol 7.15 
Bob the Builder 7.25 Fireman Sam 

7.35 Oily the Little White Van 7.50 
Blaze and the Monster Machines 8.15 
Paw Patrol 8.30 Nellathe Princess 
Knight 8.50 Noddy: Toyland Detective 
9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom 

9.15 Shimmer and Shine 9.30 Digby 
Dragon 9.45 Peppa Pig 9.55 Peppa 
Pig 

10.00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Lord 
Dregg sets a fearsome bounty hunter 
on the trail of the Turtles. (R) 

10.35 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Highlights from the weekend’s games 
in the Championship. (R) 

11.25 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Goals from 
the weekend’s games in Leagues One 
and Two. (R) 

11.50 Cruising With Jane McDonald. The 

presenter embarks on a series of ocean 
odysseys. 

12.10 Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud. 

Compilation of cat-themed internet 
videos. (R) 

12.40 FILM: Chasing Christmas (2005). 

Premiere. Fantasy comedy, starring 
Tom Arnold. 

2.20 FILM: Santa Who? (2000). Family 
comedy, starring Leslie Nielsen. 

3.25 5 News Update. 

3.30 FILM: Santa Who? (2000). Concluded. 

4.10 FILM: Pirates of the Caribbean: The 
Curse of the Black Pearl (2003). 
Swashbuckling fantasy adventure, 
starring Johnny Depp and Orlando 
Bloom. 

5.10 5 News Update. 

5.15 FILM: Pirates of the Caribbean: The 
Curse of the Black Pearl (2003). 

Concluded. 

7.00 Christmas Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud, lain Lee presents Christmas- 
themed videos that have taken the 
internet by storm in a seasonal special 
showcasing hilarious online clips with a 
festive twist. (R) 

8.00 Aviva Premiership Rugby Highlights. 

Mark Durden-Smith and David Flatman 
present action from the eighth round of 
matches, including Gloucester v 
Saracens, Exeter Chiefs v Harlequins 
and Leicester Tigers v Sale Sharks. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Happy 90th: Ken Dodd In His Own 
Words. Profile of the comedian, 
incorporating some of his best 
performances alongside rare archive 
interviews and contributions from 
friends, colleagues and fellow comics. 
(R) 

11.05 Happy 90th: Another Audience with 
Ken Dodd. The frantic Merseyside 
funnyman entertains a star-studded 
audience. Among those attending are 
Claire Sweeney, Martin Clunes, Gary 
Rhodes, Ann Widdecombe and Ricky 
Tomlinson. (R) 

12.20 Britain’s Best Double Acts. (R) 

1.15 SuperCasino. 

3.10 GPs: Behind Closed Doors. (R) 

4.00 My Mum’s Hotter Than Me! (R) 

4.50 Great Artists. (R) 

5.20 Wildlife SOS. (R) 

5.45 Chinese Food in Minutes. (R) 
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Wyevale Property Care 

Driveway Services: 


VISITOURWEBSITE ^ 

FORMORE INFO: 
www.wyevaleproperty.com 
PHONE: 01691 575456 

FREE PHONE: 08006121072 


n driveways 

Block Paving 
k • Artificial Grass 

EMAIL: info@wyevaleproperty.com 

SY108EL. 

Fencing 



FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Deaths 


DOYLE 

James A.B. 

Of Pant. Passed away peace¬ 
fully, after a short illness, at 
the Severn Hospice, Shrews¬ 
bury on November 4, 2017, 
aged 77 years. Much loved 
Husband of Kathleen and 
Father of Penny and Judy. He 
will be greatly missed by all 
his Family and Friends. 

Funeral Service at 
Pentrebychan Crematorium, 
Wrexham on Tuesday, 
November 21 at 11am. 

Family flowers only. Dona¬ 
tions if desired to the Severn 
Hospice, Shrewsbury. 

All inquiries to 
DAVID DAVIES & SONS 
1 Upper Church Street 
Oswestry 

Telephone 01691 653116. 


PRICE 


Joan 


Formerly of Trefonen and 
Ellesmere. Cherished Mum 
to Pauline and Gilly, adored 
Nana of Michael, Peter, 
Thomas and Katy. Passed 
away peacefully, surrounded 
by her Family on November 
9, 2017, aged 84 years. 


A Service to celebrate 
Joan's life will be held at 
Our Lady and St Oswald 
Church, Oswestry on Friday, 
November 24 at 2pm. 


Family flowers only please, 
however all kind donations 
will support the work of The 
Alzheimer's Society. 


All inquiries please to 


AUSRF* KRKMAM 

firwAl Director*, 

pi«?i uvru 


HAYES 

Joan 

nee Milton 

Of St. Martins, near Oswestry 
and formerly of Sitting- 
bourne, Kent, aged 67 years. 
Peacefully died on October 
27,2017, at Nightingale House 
Hospice, Wrexham. 

The beloved Wife of David 
and the dearly loved Mother 
of Jo. 

A much loved Mother-in-law 
of Rod and a devoted 
Grandmother of Louise. 

Joan will be mostly known by 
her company J.A. Milton 
Upholstery Supplies and her 
school of upholstery in 
Ellesmere. 

She was loved and will be 
sadly missed by all her Family 
and Friends. 

Funeral Service to be held 
at Pentrebychan Cremato¬ 
rium, Wrexham, on Friday, 
November 17, 2017, at 
1.30pm. 

Family flowers only but 
if desired, donations will 
be greatly received for 
Nightingale House Hospice, 
via the offertory plate at the 
Crematorium. 

All inquiries to 

J. FRANCIS 
ROBERTS & SON 

Funeral Directors 
10 Crane Street 
Cefn Mawr 
Wrexham 
01978 810884. 


JONES 


Elizabeth 


(Liz) 

Many years service with 
Scott and Newman Limited. 


Born Greenfields, Nantmawr, 
attended Oswestry Girls High 
School 1952 -1958. 


Passed away peacefully at 
home in Garmston, near 
Shrewsbury on November 11, 
2017, aged 75 years. 


Ray, Helen, Gary and Joss are 
heartbroken. 


Funeral Service and 
Interment, 1pm, Friday, 
November 24, at St Mary's 
Church, Eaton Constantine 
(SY5 6RF). 

Family flowers only please, 
but donations for St 
Mary's Church would be 
appreciated. 

Inquiries please to 


Tit* CJ.UWim* 

hiEM nil Senkt 

Mb* 

l*y*»«»QHCT 8 KH 3 


PUGH 

Mary Patricia 
(Molly) 

Passed away at Llysfield 
Nursing Home, Oswestry on 
October 25, 2017, aged 90 
years. Devoted Mum to 
Keith, Elayne, Kath and Mai. 
Mother-in-law to Val, Des and 
Mel and loving Grandmother, 
Great-Grandmother and 
Great-Great-Grandmother. 

Funeral Service at Emstrey 
Crematorium, Shrewsbury, 
on Monday, November 20, at 
10.45am. 

Family flowers only. Dona¬ 
tions if desired to The 
Alzheimer's Society. 

All inquiries to 
DAVID DAVIES & SONS 
1 Upper Church Street 
Oswestry 

Telephone 01691 653116. 


Family 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BEREAVEMENTS 





YOU CAN NOW 
BOOK ONLINE AT 

bookanad.shropshirestar.co.uk 
OR CALL US ON 01952 244244 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 


ASA.org.uk 



■4k 


fipDAIRI-PAK 

CORRUGATED PACKAGING 


Dairi-Pak, are a successful manufacturer of corrugated cardboard 
products, situated in a rural environment at Ruyton-XI-Towns in 
North Shropshire. 

As a result of continued growth, we are seeking to appoint: 


PRODUCTION OPERATIVES 


The successful applicants will join a small and friendly team of 
committed individuals operating high volume box manufacturing 
machines. The work involves an amount of manual handling and 

so a good degree of dexterity and physical fitness is demanded. The 
complexity of the work will also demand a good standard of 
basic education. 

In return we offer a basic starting rate of £7.59 rising to a minimum 
of £8.32 when training is completed and machine operation 
capability is proven. In addition we offer a performance related 
bonus scheme and a number of other benefits associated with a 
progressive company. 

The hours of work will normally be Monday to Thursday 
8.00am to 5.00pm & 8.00am to 2.00pm on Friday, 
however a degree of flexibility will be necessary during 
busy periods. 

Please send a letter of Application together with your C.V. or phone 
for an application form on 01939 260342 or 
email gareth@dairi-pak.co.uk 

Dairi-Pak Ltd. Platt Mill, Ruyton-XI-Towns, Shrewsbury SY4 1LS 
Dairi-Pak is an equal opportunities employer. 


Final whistle 



THE ONLY READ 
FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 

If you want the definitive read on the weekend 
football action there is only one place to go - 
Final whistle supplement in the Shropshire Star. 
Packed with match reports, infographics and 
player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis 
from star pundit Kevin Phillips, as well as 
graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, 
make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real 
football fans. 

To advertise in final whistle call our 
experienced sales team on 01743 28 33 38 


Shropshire 

STAR 
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BEST CARS ON 
THE MARKET 


Kid's updated flagship premium Sorento SUV 



There’s a more European set-up in terms of suspension, steering and handling 


The new Kia Sorento has been put to the 
test on South Korean roads by a small group 
of UK motoring journalists - Carmel Stewart 
was one of them. 

Driving a Kia in Korea is a sure-fire way to fit in 
with the thousands of drivers rushing in and out 
of Seoul every day, as the vast majority show 
great brand loyalty by driving home-grown 
vehicles. 

Many commuters favour the Kia Ray - a 
boxy little commuter special made solely for 
the Korean market. At the other end of the 
spectrum is the flagship Sorento SUV which 
puts Kia into the premium sector alongside the 
likes of the Audi Q5 and the Volvo XC60. 

Incarnations 

First introduced here in 2002, it does not 
have a huge road presence in the UK but is, 
nevertheless, always on the verge of breaking 
into the big time. A quality seven-seater, all- 
wheel-drive with a 2,500kg towing capacity, it 
is well able to hold its own among the Volvos 
and Land Rovers on the school run and rural 
rough stuff. 

It has gone through a few incarnations over 
the years with the third-generation model 
being added in 2014. Each time sales have far 
exceeded expectations - in 2002 50,000 were 
sold worldwide. The most recent version has 
topped 1.5m. 

The new Sorento is what is called a ‘product 
enhancement model’. It is based on the 2014 
version but with a host of changes - so many, 
in fact, that no-one would have objected to it 
being designated the 4th generation. 

As with all Kias, its production has been 
overseen by two key players. Designer and 
president, Peter Schreyer, joined Kia in 2006 
from Audi where he was responsible for the 
sleek and instantly recognisable Audi TT, 
among other vehicles. His designs have 
established a Kia family look and a more 
European appeal. 

Engineering expert, Albert Biermann, who 
joined the company from BMW in 2015, has 
added a more European set-up in terms of 
suspension, steering, and handling. As the 
man behind the German carmaker’s M models, 
he knows what suits our quirky, uneven road 
surfaces. 

The net result is a well put together, good 
looking, stylish SUV with new grille, bumpers, 
lighting clusters and alloys, a spacious, 
comfortable interior, uncluttered dash and 


flexible seating which offers plenty of space 
for seven average sized occupants. Six- 
footers may struggle to get comfortable in the 
rearmost seats which pull out from the floor. 

The excellent sat nav displayed on an 
eight-inch screen has clear maps and all the 
information required. It will only confound if 
set to Korean as this includes a warning baby 
squeak should you attempt to sneak over the 
designation speed limit. 

Given that UK vehicles will all give directions 
in English, the way forward should be clear and 
squeak free. 

In keeping with other premium brands, Kia 
has incorporated hi-tech connectivity into the 
system so that full smartphone integration 
is achieved via Apple CarPlay and Android 


Auto with a wireless smartphone charger for 
charging while on the move. 

Engine and transmission options are very 
straightforward - a 2.2litre diesel engine, 
married to either a six-speed manual 
transmission or an ultra-smooth eight-speed 
automatic which offers a choice of driving 
modes - Eco, Comfort, Sport and Smart - 
which drivers can select to suit their driving 
style and the conditions. Sorting out which 
is best for you is a matter of trial and error as 
changes to the steering response and power 
input are very subtle. 

The real changes come with the new 
technologies which Kia has bunched together 
under its Drive Wise driver assistance package 
and include driver attention warning, which 


alerts the driver when he or she shows signs of 
drowsiness, plus lane keep assist and full LED 
headlamps with dynamic bending lights. 

The 2018 Sorento, Mark 3:1 will be offered 
with trims KX 1, 2, plus the sporty GT Line and 
GT Line S replacing 3 and 4. The GT versions 
will inevitably up the ante both in price and 
aesthetics, adding LED fog lights, red brake 
callipers, a more prominent sill step and dual 
chrome exhaust. Inside, classy leather quilted 
seat and embroidered GT Line emblems 
together with satin chrome highlights add to 
the premium feel. 

The new Sorento is due in the UK towards the 
end of this year. Pricing is expected to be in the 
£30,000 to £40,000 bracket if previous levels 
are anything to go by. 


Plan to increase 
maximum sentences 
welcomed by GEM 



Road safety organisation GEM Motoring 
Assist has welcomed the news that the 
Ministry of Justice to increase the maximum 
sentence for motorists who have caused 
death by dangerous driving. 

The new measures mean these drivers 
could face the same length of sentence 
as those convicted of manslaughter, with 
maximum penalties raised from 14 years 
to life. 

This is a crucial move to rid the UK’s roads 
of their most dangerous and persistent 
offenders, according to GEM. Furthermore, 
it demonstrates a Government commitment 
to protecting vulnerable road users. 

GEM road safety officer Neil Worth said: 
“We support these new measures. There 
should be no place on our roads for people 
who have shown a flagrant disregard for the 
rules and cause death because they were 
using a mobile phone, speeding, over the 
drink-drive limit or impaired by drugs. 

“We are all familiar with the tragic 
examples where a killer driver is convicted 
but receives only a short sentence or even 
just a driving ban and a fine. Too often 
victims and their families have been let 
down, even after having their lives shattered 
by the selfish and reckless acts of an 
irresponsible driver. 

“We believe the tougher sentences will 
help bring an end to these situations. After 
all, a culpable death should be treated as 
manslaughter, however it may be caused. 

“Using our roads is not an automatic right 
for an individual, and must always come 
with responsibilities. We believe that this 
tougher sentencing for drivers who kill 
will prove a worthwhile deterrent and help 
bring about a safer road environment for 
everyone.” 


Karoq gets top safety score of five stars in Euro NCAP test 



The Skoda Karoq is the Czech car manufacturer’s 
latest model to receive a five-star safety rating from 
Euro NCAP, making the Karoq one of the safest 
compact SUVs on the road today v 

“We are delighted that the new Skoda Karoq 
has also passed the Euro NCAP tests with flying 
colours,” says Skoda board member for technical 
development, Christian Strube. “We are constantly 
working on optimising the passive and active safety of 
our models and developing occupant and pedestrian 
protection, as well as assistance systems. Numerous 
driver assistance systems are installed in the Karoq 
that would otherwise only be found in higher vehicle 
classes,” says Strube. 

Euro NCAP awarded the occupant protection of adult 
passengers an excellent 93 per cent. In addition, Euro 
NCAP highlighted the protection of the cervical spine 
in rear-end collisions. The compact SUV’s emergency 


braking system worked reliably at low urban speeds 
and prevented almost all collisions. Euro NCAP also 
awarded the full score for the protection of pedestrians’ 
legs. The compact SUV also protected pedestrians’ 
heads well in the event of in a collision. 

Following the Skoda Kodiaq, the Skoda Karoq 
is the brand’s second vehicle to receive a five-star 
rating in 2017. Skoda is currently one of the few car 
manufacturers whose entire model range has received 
a five-star rating in the Euro NCAP test. 

The Karoq owes its outstanding passive safety to its 
high torsional rigidity, generous deformation zones 
in the extremely secure cabin and the use of high- 
strength and ultra-high-strength steels, for example in 
the side beams. 

In addition, the compact SUV has seven standard 
airbags: driver and passenger airbags, side airbags, 
head airbags and knee airbag. Child seats can be fixed 


in using Top-Tether or the Isofix system, also available 
for the front passenger seat. In the event of a rear-end 
collision, specially designed headrests reduce the risk 
of whiplash for the driver and front passenger. The 
proactive occupant protection system also tightens 
front seatbelts in a collision and closes open windows 
including the sunroof. 

The Karoq has a large number of cameras as well as 
radar and sensor-based driver assistance systems. The 
front radar assistant, which includes city emergency 
braking with person recognition, helps to prevent 
accidents with pedestrians. Manoeuvre assist and 
pulling-away assist help the driver in reduced visibility 
and warn of hidden dangers. 

Other safety features on board include an adaptive- 
distance assistant, a lane-keeping, camera-based 
traffic sign recognition, an emergency call function, a 
traffic jam assistant and fatigue detection. 
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“MOTORING 


ROAD TEST 


Tenth regeneration another success 



By Graham Breeze 

It’s not easy explaining the virtues of the 
one-litre engine to people. The dazed looks 
on the faces of those I rant on endlessly to 
are something to behold. 

The answer Is you simply have to enjoy the 
experience yourself to appreciate just how far 
technology has come and the Honda Civic 1.0 
VTEC Turbo in CVT automatic format is the 
ideal opportunity. 

This 10th generation of the Civic has 
been engineered from the ground up with a 
lightweight, and rigid bodyshell and a new 
suspension system contributing directly to an 
engaging and fun driving experience. 

It’s a big step forward for Honda in the 
C-Segment and probably represents the 
largest single model development programme 
in the company’s history - and there’s plenty 
of history in this family. 

The Civic is a core model for Honda in 
Europe and has been at the heart of the 
brand’s sales and manufacturing heritage. 

For many European customers the Civic 
is synonymous with the Honda brand and 
the development team targeted a dynamic 
rejuvenation of Civic. 

This Civic hatchback is the first model 
in Europe to offer Honda’s 1.0 litre, three- 
cylinder turbocharged engine, deigned to 
supply the performance to match the car’s 
sporty appearance - but with impressive 
economy figures too. 

Maximum torque of 180 Nm is available with 
the CVT between 1,700 rpm and 4,500 rpm. 
Maximum power is 129 PS (95 kW) at 5,500 
rpm. Yet Honda still claim combined fuel 
performance figures of 56.5mpg. 


I managed closer to 45mpg, though that 
may of course be down to my heavy right 
foot because I loved the sound of the three- 
cylinder engine roaring through the cabin 
when asked for that little bit extra. Not refined 
enough for some - perhaps. 

There was an impressive top speed of 
124mph however, alongside 0-62mph in 11 
seconds as well as C02 emission figures of 
just 114g/km. 

Wider, longer, and lower than any of its 
predecessors, this Civic has short overhangs 
and taut lines that reference the high levels of 
aerodynamic efficiency. There’s a sharp and 
aggressive face, pronounced wheel-arches, 
whie sculpted front and rear intakes hint at the 
Civic’s sporting character. 

A lightweight, yet rigid bodyshell 
complements the lower centre of gravity and 
the new suspension system in contributing 
directly to an engaging and fun driving 
experience. 

There’s room for four on board but it’s a bit 
tight in the back and the taller ones need to 
keep their heads down when getting in, while 
there is a surprising amount of boot-space - 
the biggest in class in fact. 

It’s also easy to access thanks to a low 
loading lip, wide boot-lid and a smart load 
cover which slides from side to side, taking up 
less room than the normal parcel shelf. 

You also won’t be disappointed by the 
number of storage points dotted around the 
cabin. 

There may be changes to just about 
everything with this Civic but the dashboard 
is still unmistakeable. It’s one of the things 
I really like about Honda. Designers know 
just how to keep things simple while still 
incorporating a modern infotainment and 


connectivity system with Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto integration. 

In front of the driver there’s a completely 
new instrument display layout. A seven-inch 
colour TFT-LCD Driver Information Interface 
display makes up the largest central section 
and includes a large digital tachometer and 
speedometer readout. 

Integrated into the display is a large area 


in which the driver can switch between a 
variety of infotainment screens, including 
navigation instructions, SMS and email text 
display with voice activated responses, audio 
track information, smartphone contacts, 
journey trip information, and smart vehicle 
maintenance information. 

Particularly impressive is the fact that when 
the driver enters the car the instrumentation 


illuminates progressively to give a warm 
welcome. 

You’ll want metallic paint so the cost of the 
model on test is just over £25,000. That’s 
competitive in a sector where competition is 
fierce from Skoda Octavia, VW Golf, SEAT 
Leon and Mazda3. And if the Civic one- 
litre option is not up your street there’s an 
impressive 1.5 option available. 
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LOOK ING 

FOR A NEW CAR? 



View our video road tests at 
www.shropshirestar.com/motoring 



Pages and pages of new car offers, used Cars, local motoring stories, 
national news and private car sales - if you’re in the market for a new car - 
the Shropshire weekly newspapers are a must read! 


Part of Shropshire Newspapers Ltd 
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ROAD TEST 


MOTORING 35 


Attractive buy in tough market area 



The all-new version of the SsangYong Rexton has a towing capacity of 3.5 tonne - more than enough to tow a horsebox 


By Carmel Stewart 

If you like crickets you’ll like the new 
Rexton, especially if the majority of your 
driving is up country lanes and through 
muddy fields. 

This all-new version of the SsangYong 
off-roader not only has seven seats and a 3.5 
tonne towing ability but it also offers drivers 
a choice of indicator sounds. Most are of the 
click-click, ding-dong variety but top of the 
list is an accurate cricket chirrup which is, 
apparently, hugely popular in South Korea 
where this vehicle is built and these little 
critters abound. 

This new Rexton SUV is far removed from 
the rugged rough and ready version of old. It 
has been smartened up inside and out with 
a little more refinement added to the driving 
experience. 

The £27,500 starting price and high 
standard specification make it an attractive 
proposition in a tough area of the market 
where well-established manufacturers charge 
premium prices. 

Powered solely by a feisty 2.2litre 181ps 
turbo diesel engine which can be linked either 
to a six-speed manual transmission or a 
Mercedes-Benz seven-speed auto, returning 
34mpg in official tests. 

The auto is expected to be far and away the 
best seller - and no reason why it shouldn’t 
- it delivers power smoothly and efficiently 
and, while not as refined on road as some 
of its rivals, its off-road credentials are 
unquestionable. 

In some competitors the gearing switches 
from 2WD and 4WD and then to off-road 
mode automatically but, with the Rexton, the 



Mud and water are no barriers 


driver takes charge. Standard hi-ratio, it can 
be clicked from two-wheel-drive to all-wheel 
drive while on the move, while to transfer from 
hi to low ratio gearing for off-roading requires 
the vehicle to be stationary. 

Engaging the hill descent control - for pedal 
free descent - and the very clever camera 
which relays the hazards ahead on the in-car 
screen are also activated by the driver. 

Far from being a problem, the whole set-up 
is genuinely engaging and allows the driver 
to explore every aspect of the on-board 
technology. 

On the road, the Rexton meets most 
challenges with ease but tends to roll into the 
corners despite the undoubted improvements 
to the ride and handling over the previous 
model. 

The three trim levels are designated EX, ELX 
and Ultimate with fully adjustable steering 
wheel, day-time running lights, roof rails, 


cruise control, automatic headlights, rain 
sensing wipers, reversing sensors, 17-inch 
alloys, hill descent, hill start assist, Apple Car 
Play, Google Android, Bluetooth connectivity 
and DAB radio all included as standard at 
entry-level, topped off with a five-year limitless 
mileage warranty. 

Boot space is copious with 820 litres with 


the five seats in position and 1,977 litres with 
the seat backs down. 

In what might be called the ultimate 
‘test drive’, five SsangYong Rexton SUVs 
completed a 50-day, 8,000-mile drive from 
the SsangYong factory at Pyeongtaek in 
South Korea to Europe, via Beijing and the 
Silk Road. Designed to test the vehicles in 


extreme conditions, the Rexton Trans Eurasia 
Trail travelled through ten different countries, 
including China, Kazakhstan and Russia. All 
five cars arrived in Frankfurt in time for press 
day at the IAA motor show, before two of the 
cars completed their journey by driving to the 
SsangYong Blenheim Palace International 
Florse Trials in Oxfordshire. 


uieish UK r sales 


Part of 
E in Hughes 
Auto Centre 


www.welshwallscarsales.co.uk 


61 

MERCEDES C200 SE CDI BLUE EFFICIENCY AUTOMATIC, 
SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY 2 KEEPERS 73K. 

....£9,950 

62 

FORD FOCUS TITANIUM EC0NETIC TDCI BLACK, 

FULL SERVICE HIST. £0 ROAD TAX 40K. 

....£7,995 

63 

VAUX. INSIGNIA TECHLINE 2L CDTI ECO S/S MET. GREEN, 
SERV. HISTORY, £30 ROAD TAX 53K. 

....£7,495 

62 

HYUNDAI 130 TOURER EST. 1.7 CRDI GREY, 

SERVICE HISTORY, £20 ROAD TAX 35K. 

....£6,995 

62 

KIA SOUL CRDI SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY 32K. 

....£6,695 

63 

HYUNDAI HOE GREY, SERVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER, 

£30 ROAD TAX 6K. 

....£6,195 

15 

PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY, 

ONE OWNER, £0 ROAD TAX 27K. 

....£5,995 

61 

CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE XTR HDI BLUE MET., 
ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CON., SERVICE HISTORY 66K. 

....£5,995 

61 

CITROEN C4 VTR+HDI 91 BLUE £20 ROAD TAX 49K. 

....£5,495 

60 

CITROEN C3 PICASSO 1.6 HDI EXCLUSIVE MET. GREEN 
SERV. HISTORY £30 ROAD TAX 53K. 

....£5,125 

09 

FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 1.6 5 DOOR, SILVER, 

SERVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER 53K. 

....£5,184 

10 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SE 5 DOOR, MET. BLUE, ALLOY WHEELS, 


AIR CON., CRUISE CONTROL, SERVICE HISTORY 61K. 

....£5,095 

61 

FIAT 500 LOUNGE BLUE, FULL SERVICE HISTORY 

£30 ROAD TAX 35K. 

....£4,999 

62 

FORD KA ZETEC 1.2 SILVER, ALLOY WHEELS, 

AIR CONDITIONING, £30 ROAD TAX 10K. 

....£4,995 

10 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRI 5 DOOR, SILVER, 

FULL SERVICE HISTORY 58K. 

....£4,995 

12 

SKODA FABIA SE 12V BLACK, ALLOY, WHEELS, 

AIR CON., SERVICE HISTORY 39K. 

....£4,995 

10 

CITROEN C3 EXCLUSIVE HDI BU\CK, ALLOY WHEELS, 
CLIMATE CONTROL, CRUISE CONTROL, £20 ROAD TAX 52K... 

....£4,695 

60 

CITROEN C3 PICASSO AIRDDREAM HDI SILVER, AIR CON., 
CRUISE CONTROL, SERVICE HISTORY 59K. 

....£4,695 

60 

FORD FIESTA EDGE 3 DOOR HATCHBACK, BRIGHT RED, 

AIR CON., SERVICE HISTORY 29K. 

....£4,495 

10 

FORD FIESTA EDGE 5 DOOR HATCHBACK, SILVER, 

AIR CON., SERVICE HISTORY 63K. 

....£4,295 

08 

FORD FOCUS ZETEC BLUE, SERVICE HISTORY 75K. 

....£3,795 

08 

TOYOTA YARIS TR SILVER, ONE OWNER, 

SERVICE HISTORY 68K. 

....£3,495 

57 

SKODA FABIA 1.2 BLACK, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CON., 28K. 

....£3,195 

COMMERCIAL NO VAT 


62 FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM 270 ECO-TECH RED, 

SIDE DOOR 54K.£8,995 


COMMERCIALS PLUS VAT 


65 V/W TRANSPORTER 2.0 TDI WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 4K.£13,495 

13 TOYOTA HILUX HL2 D-4D 4X4 DOB WHITE, ONE, OWNER, 

SERVICE HISTORY 58K.£10,995 

64 PEUGEOT EXPERT HDI WHITE, TWIN SIDE DOORS, AIR CON., 

SHELVING IN REAR 40K.£7,795 

15 CITROEN BERLINGO 625 ENTERPRISE, 3 SEATER WHITE, 

AIR CONDITIONING, WINDOWS, SIDE DOOR, 

REAR PARKING SENSORS 19K.£7,295 

15 CITROEN BERLINGO WHITE, 3 SEATS, SIDE DOOR, AIR CON., 

PARKING SENSORS, SERVICE HISTORY 38K.£6,995 

60 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2900 CDTI LWB BLUE, AIR CON., 

ELEC. WINDOWS, FULL RACKING AND SHELVING, 

SERVICE HISTORY 49K.£6,995 


61 FORD TRANSIT 280 SWB SEMI HIGH TOP WHITE, ONE OWNER, 

AIR CON., PARKING SENSORS, ELEC. WINDOWS, 

RACKING/SHELVING IN REAR, FUUL SERVICE HISTORY 48K. £6,495 

60 FORD TRANSIT 300S WHITE, TWIN SIDE DOORS, ROOF RACK, 
RACKING IN REAR, DIRECT FROM BT, SERVICE HISTORY 34K ....£6,495 

11 V/W CADDY MAXI C20 LWB TDI 102bhp BLUE, ELEC. WINDOWS, 

AIR CON., REMOTE CENTRAL LOCKING, 

DIRECT FROM BRITIHS GAS, SERVICE HISTORY 70K.£5,695 

14 RENAULT KANG00 ML 19 EXTRA DCI90 WHITE, AIR CON, 

REAR PARKING SENSORS SAT. NAV. 37K. £5,650 

63 PEUGEOT PARTNER PROFESSIONAL 1.6 HDI. 3 SEATER 

WHITE, SIDE DOOR, AIR CON. ONE OWNER 54K.£5,495 

62 V/W CADDY C20 PLUS Tdi WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

SERVICE HISTORY 61K.£5,495 

14 FIAT DOBLO CARGO 1.3 JTD 90 BHP WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS 59K.£4,495 

61 REG.2012 VAUX. ASTRA VAN CLUB EC0FLEX 1.7 CDTI 

WHITE, 6 SPEED, SERV. HIST. 78K. £3,795 

62 PEUGEOT BIPPER S 1.3 HDI BLUE, SIDE DOOR, 

ONE OWNER 60K. £3,695 

08 VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 CDDTI 2000 WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

ROOF RACK, SERVICE HISTORY, DIRECT FROM BT 63K. £2,895 

06 FORD FIESTA TDCI VAN WHITE 67K. £1,995 


MOTOR BIKES 


NEW RIEJU RS3 125 LC NKD, PRE REGISTERED, INCLUDES FIRST REG. FEE 

AND ROAD TAX PRE-REGISTERED DISCOUNT OF £175 NEW.£2,996 

NEW KYMCO SUPER 8 50cc, PRE REGISTERED, INCLUDES FIRST REG. FEE 
AND ROAD TAX PRE-REGISTERED DISCOUNT OF £175 NEW.£1,496 

PART EX AMD FIMAMCE AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO 

STATUS. WE BUY CARS & VAMS FOR CASH 


welsh walls, Oswestry svii iaui Tel: 01691655123/07989 612871 


,-rrm^ JhUBIB# Holyhead 

H CHIRK S’ 

SERVICE STATION llmsna 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01691 773428 or 07879 494480 

SERVICING 

& 

i 

MOT CARS 

0 

i 

FITTING TYRES 

1 


lii 
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JAGUAR SELECTION 

07 JAGUAR S TYPE 2.7 TD AUTO, 79,000 miles, blue metallic.£4,495 

52 JAGUAR S TYPE AUTO Leather, Low Miles.£3,995 

V JAGUAR XK8 Low Mileage, Silver, MUST BE SEEN.POA 

OTHERS 

64 CITROEN DS3 STYLE Plus HDi Convertible, Deep Plum Metallic, Alloys, Low Mileage must be seen.£8,495 

15 FORD FIESTA 1.5D ZETEC, Red.£5,495 

09 MERCEDES CLK 220 AVANT GARDE CDi, Auto, 80k, Black.£5,295 

06 BMW X3 2.0 DIESEL Black.£4,995 

12 PEUGEOT 207 SW ESTATE, Diesel, Silver.£3,795 

60 VAUXHALL CORSA Ecoflex Silver, 35k.£3,395 

08 VW JETTA SE TDi 140, Black Service History.£3,295 

56 VAUXHALL VECTRA Exclusive 1.8 Red Metallic.£2,895 

56 TOYOTA YARIS T SPIRIT 1.3, Silver, Beautiful Condition, MP3 Player.£2,875 

54 FORD FIESTA FLAME 5-dr. Silver.£2,495 

07 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 3DR, Silver.£1,695 

54 VW POLO 1.4 5DR, Silver.£1,575 

65 FORD FIESTA 1.5D ZETEC, 10k, grey metallic.DUE IN 

CONVERTIBLES 


03 FORD STREET KA Blue Convertible .£1,795 

04 VAUXHALL TIGRA SPORT, Silver.£1,295 

4X4/ COMMERCIALS 

57 SSANGYONG REXTON 2.7 TDI, Silver .£3,575 

03 ISUZU NKR CHASSIS CAB TIPPER, Diesel.£2,750 

10 VAUXHALL COMBO, Diesel.£2,695 

56 CITROEN RELAY, Diesel, low miles for year.£1,650 

02 JEEP CHEROKEE 3.7 AUTO, Limited Edition, Low Miles for year.£1,450 

04 RENAULT KANGOO TREKKA 4x4 .£1,395 

CHEAP AND CHEERFUL/PART EXCHANGE BARGAINS 

06 FORD MONDEO TITANIUM Diesel. High Mileage.£1995 

55 PEUGEOT 206, 55K .£1,395 

10 MAZDA 6, Black, private plate.£1,450 

04 CITROEN C3 5DR, Diesel.£ 995 

54 SMART FORFOUR.£995 

W BMW 318 Saloon. Lots of History, Previously Supplied by us .£995 

T HONDA ACCORD, Auto.£995 


LOW COST FINANCE AVAILABLE 

Finance Example: Cash Price £3995 | Deposit or Part Exchange: £500 Balance £3495 | Payable over 48 months at £95.43 per month (APR 16.4%) 
Subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. If your car is worth more than the deposit price, we will give you the difference back in cash. 


pnfi r Make MOT & Repair Centre 

Full Diagnostics 
Air Conditioning Service 
Body Repair Centre 
All Insurance WorkHGuaranteed 
Free Estimates 
Free couft^y car collection.and delivery 


Discount lyres 
High Performance 
& 4x4 Specialists 

Largest StocSPIq 
Tyres in the are? 
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Howto 

improve a car’s 
performance 

by 70% 


The effectiveness consultancy Benchmarketing recently 
analysed what happens when companies include press 
advertising in their media mix. 

They looked at more than 500 econometric models, 
covering a five-year period and, as the table here shows, 
they found that adding newspapers dramatically 
increases the effectiveness of other media. 

In the automotive sector they reviewed companies that 
ranged from the big spending German goliaths of the 
industry to medium sized independent carmakers. 


And they discovered that by adding newspaper advertising to 
their campaigns, they cranked up their effectiveness by over 70%. 

Increased effectiveness using newspapers 

Retail Automotive Finance 

2.8x 1.7x 5.7x 

So, whatever the size your business or budget, 
get motoring into newspapers. 

For the full story and more details: 
newsworks.org.uk/effectiveness 



news media 

association 



How they stand 


Sky Bet League One 


p 

W 


L 

r 

A 

P 

Bardon Hill.42 7 

9 26 

56120 

27 

Shrews Town... 16 11 

4 

1 

24 

10 

37 

Continental Str. 42 2 

4 36 

26138 

10 

Wigan Athletic.. 16 

11 

3 

2 

29 

9 

36 

niuicinn 1 




Chiton Athletic. 15 

9 

3 

3 

23 

16 

30 






Bradford City.... 17 

9 

3 

5 

25 

19 

30 

P w 

D L 

F 

A 

P 

Scunthorpe Utd 17 

8 

5 

4 

19 

13 

29 

Coventry Utd.... 38 33 

1 4 123 

33 

100 

Rotherham Utd. 17 

8 

2 

7 

30 

23 

26 

B’grove Sport... 38 29 

4 5102 

41 

91 

B’burn Rovers.. 15 

7 

4 

4 

21 

12 

25 

Nuneaton Griff.. 38 27 

5 6119 

41 

86 

P’borough Utd.. 16 

7 

4 

5 

27 

23 

25 

Leicester Road. 38 23 

8 7 

98 

41 

77 

Fleetwood Twn. 17 

7 

4 

6 

27 

26 

25 

Hinckley AFC.... 38 23 

6 9116 

53 

75 

Oxford United... 17 

6 

5 

6 

27 

22 

23 

Pilkington XXX.. 38 20 

7 11 

73 

57 

67 

Portsmouth.17 

7 

2 

8 

22 

22 

23 

Lichfield City.... 38 19 

7 12 

87 

60 

64 

Southend Utd... 16 

6 

5 

5 

20 

26 

23 

Heath Hayes ....38 20 

4 14 

57 

43 

64 

Blackpool.16 

6 

4 

6 

22 

22 

22 

Littleton.38 19 

4 15 

61 

58 

61 

Milton K Dons.. 17 

6 

4 

7 

18 

24 

22 

Racing C War... 38 16 

7 15 

71 

76 

55 

Bristol Rovers ..17 

7 

0 

10 

25 

30 

21 

Coventry Copse 38 15 

9 14 

75 

78 

54 

D’caster Rovers 17 

5 

4 

8 

19 

21 

19 

Studley.38 13 

7 18 

67 

89 

46 

Walsall.16 

4 

7 

5 

21 

24 

19 

Atherstone Twn 38 11 

8 19 

55 

71 

41 

Oldham Ath.16 

5 

3 

8 

27 

35 

18 

Pershore Town. 38 11 

5 22 

51 

69 

38 

North’tonTwn..17 

5 

3 

9 

15 

27 

18 

Cadbury Athletic38 10 

4 24 

48 

69 

34 

Rochdale.16 

3 

8 

5 

16 

19 

17 

Heather St Johns3810 

3 25 

56115 

33 

AFC Wimb’don. 17 

4 

4 

9 

11 

19 

16 

Bolehall Swifts. 38 9 

3 26 

65103 

30 

Gillingham.17 

3 

6 

8 

13 

21 

15 

Stafford Town... 38 8 

3 27 

46 

96 

27 

Plymouth Arg... 17 

3 

5 

9 

13 

24 

14 

Pelsall Villa.38 7 

6 25 

46122 

27 

Bury.17 

3 

4 

10 

18 

25 

13 

Southam Utd.... 38 4 

5 29 

28129 

17 


Vanarama National 

P W D L F A P 


Dover Athletic ..19 10 6 3 26 12 36 

Macc’fieldTwn. 19 11 2 6 21 18 35 

Wrexham.19 9 6 4 17 12 33 

Sutton United... 19 9 6 4 26 22 33 

Maidstone Utd.. 18 9 5 4 24 18 32 

Bromley.19 9 4 6 29 22 31 

Aldershot Twn.. 19 8 6 5 31 24 30 

Woking.19 9 2 8 26 27 29 

Dag & Red.19 7 7 5 29 23 28 

BorehamWood 19 7 7 5 27 21 28 

Ebbsfleet Utd.... 19 6 10 3 26 21 28 

Hartlepool Utd.. 19 7 7 5 19 17 28 

Tranmere Rov... 19 7 6 6 19 15 27 

Maid’head Utd.. 19 7 6 6 28 28 27 

Gateshead.19 6 7 6 24 18 25 

FC Halifax Twn. 19 6 7 6 19 21 25 

Eastleigh.19 5 8 6 22 23 23 

AFCFylde.18 5 7 6 29 27 22 

Leyton Orient... 19 5 4 10 24 33 19 

Guiseley.19 3 8 8 17 31 17 

Barrow.19 3 7 9 23 27 16 

Chester.19 3 7 9 18 29 16 

Torquay United. 19 2 5 12 17 32 11 

Solihull Moors.. 19 3 2 14 18 38 11 

Vanarama National 
North 

P W D L F A P 

Salford City.18 14 2 2 31 14 44 

Harrogate Town 17 11 4 2 43 20 37 

Brackley Town.. 17 10 5 2 31 13 35 

Spen’moorTwn 18 10 4 4 35 23 34 

BlythSpartans. 18 11 0 7 43 33 33 

York City.18 8 4 6 32 26 28 

B’ford (ParkA). 18 7 5 6 25 22 26 

Chorley.17 7 5 5 20 17 26 

Stock County ...18 7 4 7 35 26 25 

Tamworth.17 7 3 7 27 27 24 


IdlMWUI III. 1 / 

Curzon Ashton. 19 

6 

6 

7 

25 

31 

24 

K’minsterHar...16 

6 

5 

5 

26 

25 

23 

Darlington.19 

5 

7 

7 

25 

28 

22 

AFC Telford Utd 17 

7 

1 

9 

25 

31 

22 

Southport.17 

5 

6 

6 

24 

32 

21 

AlfretonTown...17 

6 

2 

9 

27 

28 

20 

Leamington.18 

5 

4 

9 

22 

31 

19 

G’borough Trin. 17 

5 

3 

9 

24 

33 

18 

FC Utd of Man..17 

5 

2 10 

25 

34 

17 

Nuneaton Town 18 

4 

4 10 

24 

34 

16 

Boston United ..18 

4 

4 10 

23 

33 

16 

Nth Ferriby Utd. 17 

1 

4 12 

9 

40 

7 

Evo-Stik 

Leai 

iue 


Division One South 



P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Basford United. 15 

12 

3 

0 

30 

13 

39 

Alvechurch.14 

9 

2 

3 

32 

21 

29 

Cleethorp Twn.. 14 

8 

4 

2 

32 

14 

28 

Frickley Ath.16 

8 

3 

5 

37 

24 

27 

Stocksbridge PS17 

7 

5 

5 

40 

25 

26 

Corby Town.17 

8 

2 

7 

33 

29 

26 

Bedworth Utd... 16 

8 

2 

6 

25 

23 

26 

Lborough Dyno 17 

7 

4 

6 

30 

32 

25 

Newcastle Twn. 16 

7 

3 

6 

26 

23 

24 

Spalding United 16 

7 

2 

7 

20 

23 

23 

Leek Town.15 

6 

4 

5 

28 

15 

22 

Stamford.15 

5 

6 

4 

21 

15 

21 

Carlton Town.... 15 

6 

2 

7 

22 

17 

20 

Mark Dray Twn. 17 

5 

5 

7 

18 

22 

20 

BelperTown.16 

5 

5 

6 

18 

28 

20 

Chasetown.14 

5 

4 

5 

20 

25 

19 

Lincoln United.. 16 

5 

3 

8 

24 

38 

18 

K’grove Athletic 14 

5 

2 

7 

24 

27 

17 

P’borough Spts 18 

4 

4 10 

25 

35 

16 

Sheffield.17 

3 

6 

8 

29 

41 

15 

Gresley.18 

2 

6 10 

20 

36 

12 

Romulus.17 

3 

3 11 

22 

50 

12 


Hallmark Security 
League 

First Division 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Silsden AFC.16 16 

0 

0 

48 

13 

48 

Prestwich Heys 16 12 

1 

3 

53 

19 

37 

Lither REMYCA 14 11 

2 

1 

43 

10 

35 

AlsagerTown... 14 

9 

3 

2 

30 

16 

30 

Sandbach Utd.. 16 

9 

1 

6 

32 

26 

28 

W’church Alp... 13 

8 

2 

3 

28 

10 

26 

AFC Blackpool.. 16 

8 

2 

6 

32 

32 

26 

CammellL 190717 

7 

4 

6 

36 

32 

25 

Stockport Twn.. 15 

6 

4 

5 

30 

25 

22 

Abbey Hult Utd. 17 

5 

6 

6 

23 

26 

21 

Carlisle City.15 

6 

2 

7 

28 

22 

20 

Atherton LR.15 

6 

2 

7 

27 

25 

20 

New Mills.16 

5 

3 

8 

30 

41 

18 

Holker Old Boys 16 

5 

3 

8 

21 

41 

18 

Chadderton.16 

4 

5 

7 

32 

36 

17 

CheadleTown.,14 

5 

2 

7 

20 

27 

17 

Bacup Borough 12 

5 

2 

5 

16 

24 

17 

Eccleshall.16 

4 

4 

8 

24 

41 

16 

FC Oswestry Twnl 6 

4 

1 

11 

26 

39 

13 

St Helens Twn.. 15 

3 

2 10 

19 

30 

11 

Daisy Hill.17 

1 

3 13 

16 

50 

6 

Nelson.14 

1 

2 11 

12 

41 

5 


Midland Football 
League 

Premier Division 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Hereford.42 

35 

3 

4138 

33 108 

Alvechurch.42 

32 

5 

5 

99 

30 101 

Sporting Khalsa42 

25 

8 

9 

90 

49 

83 

Shepshed Dyno 42 

24 

5 

13 

86 

58 

77 

Coleshill Town.. 42 

23 

5 

14108 

73 

74 

HeanorTown....42 

22 

7 

13 

99 

77 

73 

Walsall Wood...42 

21 

7 

14 

76 

66 

70 

Lye Town.42 

22 

3 

17 

86 

58 

69 

Highgate Utd....42 

19 

10 

13 

75 

60 

64 

St’port Swifts... 42 

17 

8 

17 

57 

57 

59 

B’mereStMic..42 

18 

5 

19 

70 

81 

59 

Rocester.42 

17 

7 

18 

67 

82 

58 

AFC Wulf.42 

16 

9 

17 

70 

74 

57 

L’borough Uni... 42 

16 

6 

20 

79 

83 

54 

Brocton.42 

15 

8 

19 

75 

88 

53 

Westfields.42 

13 

12 

17 

69 

68 

51 

Quorn.42 

12 

9 

21 

71 

78 

45 

Long Eaton Utd 42 

12 

9 

21 

63 

85 

45 


Cov’try Sphinx. 42 12 3 27 68 98 39 
Dunkirk.42 8 6 28 49121 30 


West Midlands (Region¬ 
al) League 


Premier Division 
P W D L F A 


W’Ton Spt Com 14 13 

0 

1 

70 

10 

39 

Malvern Town ..16 11 

2 

3 

46 

29 

35 

Tividale.14 11 

1 

2 

40 

14 

34 

Bewdley Twn.... 17 10 

3 

4 

45 

29 

33 

Black C’try Ranq19 

9 

5 

5 

53 

35 

32 

Ellesmere Rang 17 10 

2 

5 

41 

27 

32 

Cradley Town... 17 10 

2 

5 

34 

23 

32 

W’Ton Casuals. 15 

9 

2 

4 

60 

27 

29 

Wednesfield.17 

9 

2 

6 

37 

35 

29 

Wellington.13 

8 

0 

5 

35 

28 

24 

Bilston Twn Com18 

7 

3 

8 

41 

44 

24 

Hereford L Club 17 

7 

1 

9 

37 

44 

22 

Smethwick.17 

6 

2 

9 

30 

39 

20 

Shifnal Town.... 15 

5 

2 

8 

26 

34 

17 

AFC Bridgnorth 16 

5 

1 

10 

23 

34 

16 

Dudley Sports.. 18 

5 

1 

12 

29 

49 

16 

Stone Old Alley 15 

4 

0 11 

26 

45 

12 

Pegasus Juniorsl 7 

3 

3 11 

21 

45 

12 

Dudley Town.... 16 

2 

2 12 

18 

46 

8 

Wellington Am.. 18 

1 

2 15 

13 

88 

5 

Division 1 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Worcester Raid 14 

9 

4 

1 

39 

25 

31 

Newport Twn.... 14 

8 

4 

2 

50 

19 

28 

Team Dudley.... 14 

8 

3 

3 

42 

27 

27 

Old Wulf.14 

8 

3 

3 

21 

15 

27 

Wem Town.13 

8 

1 

4 

32 

18 

25 

Darlaston T.13 

7 

4 

2 

34 

25 

25 

Gornal Athletic. 13 

7 

2 

4 

33 

22 

23 

Bromyard Town 12 

6 

1 

5 

28 

24 

19 

Bustleholme.14 

6 

1 

7 

34 

38 

19 

Tipton Town.12 

5 

3 

4 

26 

23 

18 

Allscott.13 

5 

2 

6 

22 

21 

17 

Telford Juniors. 15 

5 

2 

8 

25 

35 

17 

St Martins.13 

5 

0 

8 

27 

24 

15 

Wrens Nest.10 

3 

0 

7 

18 

24 

9 

Kington Town... 14 

2 

0 12 

17 

38 

6 

Wyrley.12 

1 

3 

8 

14 

40 

6 

Willenhall Twn.. 14 

1 

3 10 

17 

61 

6 

Division! 

2 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Sikh Hunters.... 13 11 

2 

0 

44 

14 

35 

W’Ton United ...13 

9 

2 

2 

36 

12 

29 

W’tone Wand... 11 

9 

0 

2 

55 

28 

27 

Rock Rovers.... 12 

7 

3 

2 

29 

25 

24 

Bewdley Tn Res 10 

7 

2 

1 

40 

15 

23 

Gornal Colts.10 

6 

2 

2 

29 

25 

20 

Wonder Vaults.. 13 

6 

1 

6 

38 

32 

19 

AFC Bilbrook.... 12 

3 

4 

5 

23 

24 

13 

MtDray Tn Res 12 

2 

4 

6 

17 

36 

10 

Church Stretton 10 

3 

0 

7 

20 

22 

g 

Ludlow.11 

2 

3 

6 

25 

36 

9 

FC Darlaston... 12 

2 

3 

7 

16 

30 

9 

AFC Broseley... 10 

2 

3 

5 

16 

34 

9 

Oldbury United. 13 

2 

2 

9 

21 

37 

8 

AFC B’north Devi 2 

0 

1 

11 

11 

50 

1 

Welsh Premier Lea 

gue 

p 

W 

D 

L 

F 


P 

Cardiff Met Uni. 13 

9 

1 

3 

25 

9 

28 

Connahs QN....13 

8 

3 

2 

19 

9 

27 

The New Saints 12 

8 

2 

2 

28 

11 

26 

Bangor City.13 

8 


5 

22 

19 

24 

Bala Town FC...13 

6 

2 

5 

15 

17 

20 

Cefn Druids.12 

5 

4 

3 

14 

13 

19 

Llandudno FC...13 

5 

2 

6 

16 

15 

17 

Barry Town Utd FC135 

2 

6 

11 

11 

17 

Newtown.13 

3 

3 

7 

14 

17 

12 

Aberystwyth Tn 13 

3 

3 

7 

13 

23 

12 

Prestatyn Twn.. 13 

3 

3 

7 

16 

27 

12 

C’marthenTwn 13 

1 

1 

11 

10 

32 

4 

Huws Gray 

Alliance 


p 


D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

C’narfonTown.12 

8 

3 

1 

47 

16 

27 

Airbus Brough.. 12 

8 

1 

3 

31 

18 

25 

Denbigh Town.. 11 

7 

0 

4 

25 

22 

21 

Holywell Town.. 11 

5 

5 

1 

29 

20 

20 

Porthmadog.11 

6 

1 

4 

34 

19 

19 

Guilsfield.11 

5 

4 

2 

18 

14 

19 

Rhyl.11 

4 

5 

2 

24 

17 

17 

H’head H’spur.. 10 

5 

2 

3 

18 

12 

17 

Ruthin Town.12 

4 

3 

5 

26 

22 

15 

Flint Town Utd.. 11 

4 

2 

5 

21 

18 

14 

G’ford Athletic.. 11 

4 

2 

5 

24 

27 

14 

Penrhyncoch.... 11 

3 

3 

5 

17 

21 

12 

Caersws.11 

2 

2 

7 

15 

32 

8 

FC Queens Pk.. 11 

1 

2 

8 

15 

47 

5 

Llandudno June 12 

0 

1 

11 

14 

53 

1 

Spar Mid Wales League 

P W D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Welshpool.13 

9 

2 

2 

42 

20 

29 

Llanrhaeadr.10 

8 

0 

2 

35 

9 

24 

Llanfair United.. 14 

7 

2 

5 

33 

26 

23 

Llanidloes Town 11 

7 

1 

3 

22 

17 

22 

Radnor Valley... 13 

6 

3 

4 

32 

26 

21 

Knighton Town. 12 

6 

1 

5 

32 

27 

19 

Bow Street.10 

5 

2 

3 

22 

15 

17 

Carno.12 

4 

5 

3 

24 

21 

17 

Tywyn Bryncrugl 2 

5 

1 

6 

27 

31 

16 

L’drindod Wells. 13 

5 

0 

8 

20 

24 

15 

Berriew.9 

4 

2 

3 

26 

20 

14 

Kerry.10 

4 

2 

4 

25 

28 

14 

Churchstoke.11 

3 

2 

6 

18 

30 

11 

Aberaeron.9 

2 

1 

6 

14 

20 

7 

Borth Utd.10 

2 

0 

8 

7 

29 

6 

Machynlleth.11 

1 

0 10 

14 

50 

3 

Division 2 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Builth Wells.10 

9 

1 

0 

32 

5 

28 

Llansantffraid.8 

6 

2 

0 

29 

10 

20 

Aberystwyth U. 12 
P’teigne St And 11 

5 

5 

2 

1 

5 

5 

36 

18 

22 

24 

17 

16 

Hay St Marys... 11 

4 

3 

4 

21 

19 

15 

Brecon N’cote....9 

4 

2 

3 

19 

16 

14 

Dolgellau.8 

4 

1 

3 

16 

14 

13 

Dyffryn Banw.9 

4 

1 

4 

16 

17 

13 

N’bridge-on-Wyel 1 

4 

1 

6 

24 

30 

13 

Abermule.8 

4 

1 

3 

17 

23 

13 

M’gomeryTwn...8 

2 

4 

2 

21 

21 

7 

Talgarth Town ..10 

2 

1 

7 

16 

23 

7 

Penybont Utd... 11 

0 

0 11 

11 

52 

0 



Market Drayton Tigers Girls under-14 football 
team have been presented with their new kit 
and tracksuits, thanks to new team sponsors, 
The Little Sports Club, who supplied match 
kits and Drayton Cabs, who’ve supplied track- 
suits. 


The management team of Emma Holding 
(manager) and Dave Williams (assistant) 
would like to thank both sponsors for their 
kind support. 

Pictured (in red) presenting the strips is 
George Hounsell from The Little Sports Club 


and (in black) presenting the tracksuits is 
father and son partners, Gordon and Ben 
Robinson of Drayton Cabs. 

The U14 girls are always on the lookout for 
new players from years 8 or 9. Contact Emma 
(07434 795978) or Dave (07713 054931). 


;ial Mid 
(South) 

Brockton Rovers 7 1 1 
Wheatsheaf.8 1 1 

Division 3 

5 

6 

17 

18 

31 

33 

4 

4 

L 

F 

A 

P 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

0 

46 

9 

24 

Dorrington.8 

6 

1 

1 

22 

10 

19 

1 

39 

13 

21 

Craven Arms.8 

6 

0 

2 

28 

15 

18 

3 

27 

15 

18 

Boca Seniors.7 

5 

2 

0 

32 

9 

17 

1 

26 

11 

16 

Rock Rovers.7 

4 

1 

2 

26 

16 

13 

3 

37 

17 

13 

C Abbey F’gate... 8 

4 

1 

3 

29 

21 

13 

4 

20 

25 

13 

Old P 0 Wem.7 

4 

1 

2 

21 

17 

13 

2 

27 

18 

9 

Dolphin AFC.10 

3 

3 

4 

27 

33 

12 

4 

16 

28 

9 

Compasses B H. 8 

3 

1 

4 

22 

21 

10 

7 

20 

39 

5 

Coracle Utd.8 

2 

0 

6 

13 

40 

6 

8 

13 

37 

3 

Unicorn.7 

1 

0 

6 

12 

33 

3 

9 

11 

71 

3 

Dun Cow Youth.. 8 

0 

0 

8 

12 

29 

0 


T J Hughes Montgomer¬ 
yshire Football League 



P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Guilsfield Res... 

..9 

6 

2 

1 

28 

17 

Bishops Castle. 

..8 

6 

1 

1 

29 

11 

Four Crosses.... 

..9 

5 

2 

2 

27 

15 

Waterloo Roversl 1 

4 

3 

4 

22 

15 

Llanfair Utd Res 10 

4 

2 

4 

25 

22 

Llanymynech... 

..9 

3 

2 

4 

17 

28 

Trewern. 

..7 

3 

1 

3 

17 

18 

Meifod. 

..9 

3 

1 

5 

13 

17 

Maesyrhandir... 

..9 

2 

2 

5 

22 

31 

Caersws Res.... 

..6 

2 

0 

4 

10 

28 

Llanfyllin Twn... 

..9 

1 

2 

6 

13 

21 

Morda Utd. 

..0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Llangedwyn.12 11 

0 

1 

56 

16 

33 

Forden Utd.10 10 

0 

0 

54 

12 

30 

Abermule Res....9 

5 

1 

3 

29 

20 

16 

Trefonen.7 

5 

0 

2 

15 

9 

15 

C’stoke Res.12 

3 

4 

5 

28 

37 

13 

Llanrhaeadr Res. 8 

4 

0 

4 

36 

33 

12 

Kerry Reserves..7 

3 

1 

3 

20 

26 

10 

N’town Wand 6 

2 

1 

3 

9 

17 

7 

Carno Reserves. 9 

2 

0 

7 

21 

23 

6 

Welshpool T Res 8 

1 

2 

5 

11 

26 

5 

Llanfechain.9 

1 

0 

8 

14 

36 

3 

Llanfyllin Twn Res7 

0 

1 

6 

4 

42 

1 

Shropshire Premier 
League 

Premier Division 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

O’gates Ath FC...8 

7 

1 

0 

28 

12 

22 

Prees FC.7 

6 

0 

1 

23 

14 

18 

Shrewsbury Jrs.. 8 

6 

0 

2 

24 

18 

18 

Clee Hill Utd.8 

4 

1 

3 

36 

16 

13 

Newport Twn Res9 

4 

1 

4 

30 

18 

13 

Madeley Spts FC10 

4 

1 

5 

15 

17 

13 

O’gates Rgrs YthIO 

4 

0 

6 

30 

35 

12 

Gobowen Celtic.. 7 

1 

2 

4 

14 

31 

5 

Shifnal Utd 97 ....7 

1 

0 

6 

9 

26 

3 

Craven A Twn FC 8 1 0 

Division 1 

7 

10 

32 

3 

P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

St Martins V FC.. 9 

7 

1 

1 

42 

8 

22 

Coven Utd.8 

5 

2 

1 

28 

13 

17 

Madeley Spts Res7 

5 

0 

2 

19 

13 

15 

Claverley FC.7 

5 

0 

2 

19 

19 

15 

Stoke Heath.9 

4 

1 

4 

40 

30 

13 

W’wardine WJ....9 

2 

3 

4 

23 

21 

9 

Albrighton FC.9 

2 

1 

6 

18 

25 

7 

Brown Clee FC...6 

1 

2 

3 

11 

16 

5 

Denso FC.8 

0 

0 

8 

7 

62 

0 


Greenhous Shrewsbury 
Sunday League 


Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 

Instones Utd.6 6 0 0 35 10 18 

Compasses.9 4 3 2 22 21 15 

Cruckton Rovers 6 4 0 2 26 21 12 

Telegraph.9 3 3 3 28 30 12 

Beacon.6 3 1 2 16 13 10 

Loppington.8 3 1 4 16 22 10 

Radbrook.6 2 3 1 13 11 9 

Kinnerley.7 2 1 4 16 18 7 

Coton Rovers.8 1 2 5 22 33 5 

The Gates.9 1 2 6 17 32 5 

Division 1 

P W D L F A P 

Norbury.7 5 1 1 30 12 16 

Snailbeach.4 4 0 0 29 3 12 

White Lion.9 4 0 5 22 36 12 

Bomere Heath....6 3 2 1 21 10 11 

Unison.6 3 1 2 14 16 10 

RedBarne.6 2 1 3 15 12 7 

Harlescott Ran... 7 2 1 4 17 16 7 

SAHA.7 2 1 4 14 22 7 

AFC Fountain.6 0 1 5 9 44 1 

Division 2 

P W D L F A P 

Beeches.8 7 1 0 36 18 22 

Bull in Barne.9 6 1 2 22 19 19 

Dudleston Heath. 6 5 0 1 33 16 15 

Charles Darwin ..7 4 0 3 27 20 12 

H Farm Rang.8 4 0 4 22 29 12 

Dun Cow.7 2 3 2 26 24 9 

Onslow.8 3 0 5 22 21 9 

Minsterley Rang .8 1 1 6 22 34 4 


Telford Flooring Sunday 
Football League 

Premier League 


P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Randlay Utd.10 10 

0 

0 

50 

6 

30 

Shifnal Royals.. 10 6 

0 

4 

39 

31 

18 

Cressage.10 5 

1 

4 

24 

27 

16 

Shifnal Nth End 10 3 

2 

5 

16 

33 

11 

Shifnal Twn EurolO 3 

1 

6 

23 

26 

10 

Barley FC.10 0 2 8 

Division 1 

17 

46 

2 

P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

W’wardine Wd. 16 13 

2 

1 

51 

22 

41 

B H Dawley B Vetl 6 9 

2 

5 

67 

37 

29 

Riverside.16 9 

1 

6 

29 

30 

28 

Coalport O’gatesl 6 8 

3 

5 

51 

35 

27 

Celtic Spartans 16 7 

3 

6 

48 

41 

24 

Malt Shovel.16 4 

4 

8 

34 

46 

16 

Dawley FC.16 5 

1 

10 

30 

54 

16 

Lord Hill Mkt Drayl 6 3 

3 

10 

33 

49 

12 

Honeysuckle FC 16 4 

1 

11 

38 

67 

12 


English Rugby Clubs 

National League 2 North 

P W D L F A I 


Stourbridge. 

..11 

9 

0 

2 353216 

46 

Hinckley. 

..11 

9 

0 

2 376230 

44 

Tynedale. 

..11 

9 

0 

2 341 214 

44 

Sedgley Park... 

..11 

8 

0 

3 396287 

43 

Sale. 

..11 

8 

1 

2 332138 

42 

South Leicester 11 

7 

1 

3 339298 

36 

Leicester Lions 11 

6 

0 

5 280236 

33 

Sheffield Tigers 11 

7 

0 

4 297 361 

32 

Huddersfield.... 

..11 

5 

1 

5 297 273 

27 

Chester. 

..11 

5 

0 

6 208288 

22 

Macclesfield.... 

..11 

3 

0 

8 252300 

18 

Blaydon. 

..11 

3 

0 

8 211 325 

18 

Luctonians. 

..11 

3 

0 

8 209338 

17 

Otley. 

..11 

2 

1 

8 255370 

14 

Sheffield. 

..11 

1 

0 10 202327 

9 

Wharfedale. 

..11 

1 

0 10 192339 

8 

Midlands Premier 



P 

W 

D 

L F A 

P 

B’ham & S’hull. 10 10 

0 

0 476137 

48 

Peterborough L 10 

8 

0 

2 384192 

40 

N’port (Salop).. 10 

7 

0 

3 450175 

38 

Sandbach . 

.10 

7 

0 

3 386212 

35 

D’caster Ph’nix. 10 

6 

0 

4 346290 

34 

Derby. 

..10 

6 

0 

4 330265 

32 

Bridgnorth. 

..10 

5 

0 

5 247196 

26 

Scunthorpe. 

..10 

5 

0 

5 261 287 

25 

Bournville. 

..10 

5 

0 

5 249312 

25 

Nuneaton. 

..10 

4 

0 

6 272262 

23 

Lichfield. 

..10 

3 

0 

7 212409 

19 

N’bold on Avon 10 

2 

0 

8 202331 

14 

Longton. 

..10 

2 

0 

8 150436 

13 

Old HalesonianslO 

0 

0 10 104565 

3 


Midlands 1 West 
P W D L F A 


Burton. 10 9 0 1 458118 47 

Bromsgrove. 10 9 0 1 339217 42 

Dudley Kings.... 10 8 0 2 369191 41 

Stoke on Trent.. 10 6 2 2 269232 32 

Rugby Lions. 10 5 2 3 237 225 30 

Moseley Oak.... 10 5 1 4 225216 27 

Hereford. 10 5 1 4 203198 26 

S’bridge Lions.. 10 4 1 5 186201 21 

Worcester. 10 3 2 5 173213 20 

Lutterworth. 10 3 0 7 221 308 20 

Camp Hill. 10 3 0 7 181 256 17 

W’mpton. 10 1 2 7 157340 12 

Melbourne. 10 1 2 7 159294 11 

Sutton Coldfield 10 1 1 8 165333 8 

Midlands 2 West (North) 

P W D L F A 

7 7 0 0 207 82 32 


Whitchurch... 


Crewe &Nant.7 6 0 1 234127 29 


Spart (Mids)... 

Walsall. 

Tamworth... 

Leek. 

Veseyans... 

Ludlow. 

Old Saltleians... 


.7 5 0 2 141 101 23 

.7 3 1 3 171 178 19 

.7 4 0 3 134176 " 

.7 3 1 3 104132 18 

.7 3 1 3105120 17 

.7 2 1 4 161 192 14 

.7 2 0 5 104118 11 


Cleo Mortimer.... 7 2 0 5 89141 11 

N’castle (Staffs).7 2 0 5 122138 10 

Kidderminster ....7 1 0 6 112179 7 

Midlands 3 West (North) 

P W D L F A P 

Burntwood.7 7 0 0 234101 34 

Telford Hornets.. 7 7 0 0 231 47 32 

Stafford.7 5 0 2 176 98 24 

Cannock.7 5 0 2 214168 24 


Harborne. 

.7 

4 

0 

3171 181 

20 

Edwardians. 

.7 

4 

0 

3156188 

20 

Shrewsbury. 

.7 

4 

0 

3174121 

19 

Handsworth. 

.7 

2 

0 

5 216238 

13 

Trentham. 

.7 

1 

0 

6 174231 

9 

Willenhall. 

.7 

1 

0 

6134193 

7 

Uttoxeter. 

.7 

1 

0 

6 138244 

7 

Barton-U-Need...7 1 0 6 104312 

Midlands 4 West (North) 

P W D L F A 

6 

P 

Eccleshall. 

.7 

6 

0 

1 181 96 

29 

Wednesbury. 

.6 

5 

0 

1 205 47 

24 

Aston Old Ed. 

.5 

4 

0 

1 106 70 

19 

Rugeley. 

.5 

3 

0 

2 105 94 

15 

Clee Hill. 

.6 

3 

0 

3 88128 

15 

Bloxwich. 

.6 

3 

1 

2181 109 

13 

Market Drayton. 

.5 

2 

0 

3 78134 

10 

Essington. 

.6 

1 

1 

4 86133 

7 

Yardley & Dist... 

.6 

1 

0 

5 46114 

7 

Church Stretton. 

.6 

0 

0 

6 34185 

2 


Midlands 5 West (North) 
P W D L F A 

Greyhound. 


St Leonards.5 

Bishop C&OV.. 5 

Linley.5 

C’ddesley Corb.. 5 

Gnosall.5 

Warley.5 

Stourport.5 


P 

1 152 91 19 

1 109 71 19 

2 125106 17 

2 135 86 16 

3 157135 13 

3 127159 12 

4 68173 5 

4 69121 0 


Midlands 5 West (South) 
P W D L F A 


Aldridge. 

Atherstone. 

Rugby Welsh... 
Kings Norton... 

Keresley. 

B’gham Exiles... 


0 146 52 19 

1 125 26 14 

2 82 51 11 
2 86 67 10 

2 59102 10 

3 85117 9 

5 29197 0 


Trinity Guild.5 0 

Midland Men’s Hockey 
League 

1st Team League 
Midlands 1 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Boots.6 

5 

1 

0 

32 

15 

16 

Barford Tigers.... 6 

4 

1 

1 

16 

11 

13 

Hampton-in-Ard. 6 

3 

1 

2 

25 

23 

10 

Edgbaston.6 

3 

0 

3 

18 

16 

9 

Sutton C’field.7 

3 

0 

4 

16 

14 

9 

Northampton St. 6 

3 

0 

3 

15 

16 

9 

Warwick.6 

3 

0 

3 

14 

15 

9 

Stone.6 

2 

2 

2 

17 

19 

8 

North Stafford....6 

1 

4 

1 

17 

17 

7 

Bridgnorth.6 

2 

1 

3 

16 

19 

7 

Warwick Uni.7 

2 

1 

4 

13 

22 

7 

Old Halesonians .601 5 

Midlands 2 

10 

22 

1 

P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Chesterfield.6 

5 

1 

0 

15 

5 

16 

Burton.6 

4 

1 

1 

34 

15 

13 

Stratford.6 

4 

1 

1 

21 

7 

13 

Streetly.6 

4 

1 

1 

20 

11 

13 

Telford & Wrekin 6 

3 

3 

0 

24 

13 

12 

Finchfield.6 

3 

1 

2 

24 

26 

10 

Cov&NthWar...6 

3 

0 

3 

22 

15 

9 

Bloxwich.6 

1 

2 

3 

13 

20 

5 

Old Silhillians.6 

1 

1 

4 

13 

20 

4 

Coalville.6 

1 

1 

4 

11 

22 

4 

Sikh Union (Notts)6 

1 

0 

5 

15 

30 

3 

Nott Players.6 

0 

0 

6 

3 

31 

0 

West Midlands Premier 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Sikh Union (Cov) 5 

5 

0 

0 

27 

6 

15 

Solihull B’field.... 5 

4 

0 

1 

12 

5 

12 

B’well & Bal Com6 

3 

2 

1 

10 

8 

11 

Bromsgrove.6 

3 

1 

2 

18 

9 

10 

Ludlow.6 

3 

1 

2 

15 

14 

10 

Aldridge & W’sall 6 

2 

1 

3 

7 

5 

7 

Stafford.5 

2 

0 

3 

8 

12 

6 

Redditch.5 

1 

2 

2 

13 

7 

5 

Market Drayton.. 6 

1 

1 

4 

6 

14 

4 

Shrewsbury.5 

1 

0 

4 

9 

19 

3 

West Bromwich.. 5 

1 

0 

4 

6 

32 

3 


West Midlands 1 


12 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

11 

Wolverhampton.. 6 

5 

0 

1 

23 

9 

15 

8 

Kings Heath Pick 6 

4 

0 

2 

23 

8 

12 


Old Wulfrunians 

.5 

4 

0 

1 

17 

3 

12 

P 

Leamington. 

.6 

4 

0 

2 

13 

9 

12 

32 

Pershore. 

.6 

4 

0 

2 

17 

15 

12 

29 

Droitwich Spa ... 

.5 

2 

0 

3 

10 

17 

6 

23 

Newtown. 

.5 

1 

1 

3 

7 

14 

4 

19 

Wednesbury. 

.6 

0 

1 

5 

12 

23 

1 

18 

Beta - WM1. 

.5 

4 

0 

1 

18 

9 

0 

18 

Alpha-WM1. 

.5 

1 

0 

4 

9 

18 

0 


Midland Women’s Hock¬ 
ey League 

ids r 


Midlands Premier Division 

P W D L F A P 

Uni of Brum II.8 6 2 0 24 11 20 

Belperl.8 6 2 0 17 4 20 

Beeston II.8 6 0 2 24 11 18 

Leamington 1 st XI8 5 2 1 19 12 17 

Leicester II.8 3 2 3 16 15 11 

Harborne 1.8 1 4 3 15 16 7 


North Notts 1.8 

2 

1 

5 

9 

20 

7 

Lichfield 1st XI ...8 

1 

1 

6 

14 

22 

4 

North’ton Saints 18 

1 

1 

6 

13 

26 

4 

Boots 1.8 

1 

1 

6 

5 

19 

4 

Midlands Division 1 



P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Uni of Notts 1.8 

8 

0 

0 

45 

2 

24 

Leek 1st XI.8 

7 

0 

1 

19 

13 

21 

Lborough Stu II.. 8 

4 

2 

2 

27 

14 

14 

Stourport 2nd XI 8 
Uni of Brum III.... 8 

2 

4 

2 

12 

15 

10 

2 

3 

3 

14 

18 

9 

Sutton C’field II ..8 

2 

3 

3 

10 

17 

9 

Edgbaston 1st XI 8 

2 

2 

4 

21 

19 

8 

Shrewsbury 1.8 

1 

3 

4 

10 

30 

6 

Cannock II.8 

0 

4 

4 

10 

20 

4 

Matlock Baileans 18 

1 

1 

6 

8 

28 

4 

Midlands Division 2 



P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Rugby & E War.. 8 

6 

1 

1 

26 

6 

19 

Towcester 1.8 

6 

0 

2 

16 

11 

18 

Kettering 1.8 

5 

1 

2 

15 

8 

16 

Tamworth 1.8 

5 

0 

3 

22 

23 

15 

Solihull B’field 1.. 8 

3 

3 

2 

16 

9 

12 

Belper II.8 

3 

0 

5 

12 

18 

9 

Ashby 1.8 

3 

0 

5 

13 

20 

9 

Stone 1 st XI.8 

2 

1 

5 

13 

23 

7 

Worcester 1.8 

2 

0 

6 

15 

20 

6 

Olton & W War II 8 

2 

0 

6 

15 

25 

6 

Feeder West 




P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Telford & Wrekin 17 

6 

1 

0 

27 

10 

19 

Stratford 1.8 

4 

3 

1 

15 

7 

15 

Harborne 2nd XI. 7 

4 

2 

1 

17 

10 

14 

Warwick 1.7 

3 

2 

2 

16 

8 

11 

Edgbaston 2nd XI7 

3 

2 

2 

9 

8 

11 

Stafford 1st XI.... 7 

3 

0 

4 

11 

10 

9 

Lichfield 2nd XI ..7 

1 

1 

5 

13 

20 

4 

Bournville 1.7 

1 

1 

5 

10 

32 

4 

North Stafford 1.. 7 

1 

0 

6 

6 

19 

3 

Shropshire Ladies Hock- 

ey League 




p w 


L 

F 

A 

P 

Bridgnorth 1.7 

7 

0 

0 

51 

3 

21 

Wem/MD 1.7 

5 

0 

2 

26 

9 

15 

Telford & Wrekin 117 

4 

1 

2 

26 

19 

13 

Bridgnorth II.7 

4 

1 

2 

18 

14 

13 

Montgomery.7 

Wem/MD II.7 

3 

0 

4 

13 

23 

6 

2 

1 

4 

11 

24 

4 

Shrewsbury III.... 7 

1 

1 

5 

6 

28 

1 

Ludlow & Wenlock7 

0 

0 

7 

0 

31 

-3 

Wellington 

Winter Dorn- 

inoes 

League 




p 

w 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Woolpack. 

.3 

3 

0 17 

10 

10 

Horseshoes. 

.3 

2 

1 

14 

13 

8 

Malt Shovel B. 

.3 

2 

1 

14 

13 

6 

Park Hotel A. 

.3 

2 

1 

13 

14 

6 

Park Hotel B. 

.3 

1 

2 14 

13 

5 

Malt Shovel A. 

.3 

1 

2 13 

14 

5 

Captain Webb. 

.3 

1 

2 11 

16 

4 

Railway. 

.3 

0 

3 12 

15 

3 


Ron’s Gents Hairdress¬ 
ing Shrewsbury & Dis¬ 
trict Domino League 


Division One 
P W D L F A 


Frankwell CC.. 


..8 7 1 0 44 20 15 

...8 6 1 1 42 22 13 

..8 6 0 2 36 28 12 


Crown A 

Unison. 

Telegraph CB. 

Comp/Reman... 8 3 1 4 34 30 


5 1 2 37 27 11 

4 2 2 37 27 10 

8 4 2 2 35 29 10 


Cross Foxes B.... 8 3 1 4 31 33 
BrooklandsA 8 3 1 4 28 36 


Belle Vue Tavern. 8 2 3 3 27 37 
Telepost.. 


Rock A.. 

RockB. 

Monk/Belv. 

RockC. 

Woodman A. 


..8 2 1 5 28 36 
..8 2 1 5 27 37 


1 2 5 27 37 

1 1 6 25 39 

Division Two 
P W D L F A 


Telegraph A.8 6 1 1 38 26 13 


Harlescott SC.7 5 2 0 37 19 12 


Telegraph B... 
Monkmoor.... 
Woodman B 


..8 4 1 3 34 30 9 
..8 3 3 2 34 30 9 


7 4 0 3 31 25 8 

Horseshoes A.... 7 3 2 2 31 25 8 

7 3 1 3 33 23 7 

Telegraph R0.8 2 3 3 32 32 

Corbett Uff A.8 2 3 3 27 37 


Harry Hotspur.... 8 1 4 3 29 35 6 


Beeches A.8 2 2 4 24 40 


Compasses B ....8 0 2 6 24 40 
Red Lion... 


8 0 1 7 19 45 1 

Division Three 
P W D L F A P 

Rock D.8 6 1 1 41 23 13 

Prince of Wales A8 5 2 1 37 27 12 

7 4 3 0 33 23 11 


Beeches . 

.7 

4 

1 

2 

36 

20 

9 

Ad Duncan. 

.7 

4 

1 

2 

30 

26 

9 

Coach. 

.8 

3 

2 

3 

32 

32 

8 

Bull in Barn A.... 

.7 

2 

4 

1 

29 

27 

8 

Corbett Uff B. 

.7 

3 

1 

3 

30 

26 

7 

Bull in Barn B.... 

.7 

2 

3 

2 

28 

28 

7 

Masonic A. 

.7 

3 

1 

3 

25 

31 

7 

Masonic B. 

.7 

3 

0 

4 

31 

25 

6 

Bagley. 

.8 

2 

2 

4 

27 

37 

6 

Steam Wagon... 

.8 

2 

0 

6 

26 

38 

4 

Compasses BH. 

.8 

1 

1 

6 

25 

39 

3 

Wheatsheaf FW.. 6 

0 

0 

6 

10 

38 

0 


Crown B... 


Division Four 
P W D L F A 


7 6 0 1 41 15 12 

7 2 4 1 31 25 8 

5 4 0 1 25 15 8 

Red Lion.6 3 1 2 24 24 7 

Dolphin.5 3 0 2 20 20 6 

Cross Foxes A.... 7 1 3 3 24 32 5 

Bricklayers Cop.. 5 2 1 2 21 19 5 

Prince of Wales B5 2 0 3 17 23 4 

Brooklands B.7 1 0 6 18 38 2 

Inn on Green.6 1 0 5 18 30 2 

Clive & District Billiard 
League 

P W L D F A " 


Wem Cons... 
Harlescott.... 

Stanton. 

Clive. 

Hodnet. 

Monty’s. 

Preston. 


...7 7 0 0 23 5 23 

..7 3 2 2 17 11 17 

...7 2 2 3 13 15 13 

..6 2 1 3 13 11 13 

„.7 2 4 1 12 16 12 

.7 1 4 2 9 19 9 

.7 0 4 3 9 19 9 


Shrewsbury & District 
Snooker Leagues 

Bright Motors Division One 

P W L F A P 

Harlescott A.6 6 0 23 7 23 

Stanton A.5 

Unison A.?.5 


4 1 21 4 21 

5 0 17 8 17 

4 2 17 13 17 

4 2 17 13 17 

3 3 17 13 17 


Preston Brockhurst... 6 3 3 16 14 16 


Meole Brace F... 
Beaconsfield B... 

Unison D. 

Wem USC C. 

Unison F. 

Bagley C. 

Harlescott B... 


..6 3 3 14 16 14 

..6 2 4 12 18 12 

..6 2 4 12 18 12 

..6 2 4 11 19 11 

..6 2 4 11 19 11 

..6 1 5 9 21 9 

‘ 0 6 7 23 7 


ABF Carpets Division Two 



P 

W 

L F 

A 

P 

Unison B. 

..6 

6 

0 25 

5 

25 

Unison E. 

..5 

4 

1 6 

9 

16 

Harlescott E. 

..6 

3 

3 16 

14 

16 

Old Shrewsbury A.. 

..5 

3 

2 14 

11 

14 

Bagley A. 

..4 

4 

0 13 

7 

13 

Baconsfield C. 

..5 

2 

3 13 

12 

13 

Harlescott D. 

.5 

3 

2 12 

13 

12 

Wem USC B. 

..5 

1 

4 11 

14 

11 

Meole Brace G. 

..4 

2 

2 10 

10 

10 

Harlescott C. 

..4 

1 

3 8 

12 

8 

Meole Brace E. 

..5 

1 

4 8 

17 

8 

Harlescott F. 

..6 

0 

6 4 

26 

4 


Arthur Hawkins Newport 
District Domino League 


Cricket B. 

Lion. 

Legion Aces... 


Bowling Club B. 

Cricket A. 

Bowling Club A. 

Three Horseshoes... 
Childs Ercall Club.... 


P W F A P 

...7 7 32 17 46 

...7 6 33 16 45 

...7 4 29 20 37 

...7 4 27 22 35 

...7 4 23 26 31 

...6 3 22 20 28 

...6 2 18 24 22 

...7 2 18 31 22 

...6 1 15 27 17 

...6 0 14 38 14 


Newport Domino League 

P W F A P 


Honeysuckle. 

New Bowlers. 

Bowling Club A.... 
Honeysuckle AC... 

Kings Head. 

Legion Bees. 

Bowling Club B.... 
Malts... 


...7 5 26 23 36 

...6 5 23 19 33 

...6 3 26 16 32 

...7 4 24 25 32 

...7 3 24 25 30 

...7 2 23 26 27 

...5 3 19 16 25 

...7 1 17 32 19 


Bridgnorth QC Plaster¬ 
ing Five-A : Side League 


New Inn... 


Alveley.,, 

Down Inn. 

Cressage...,» 
Pheonix FC... 


37 


The Tractor BoyslO 4 3 3 15 15 15 

" "■ 2012...10 3 4 3 21 21 13 

3 4 2 10 9 13 

4 0 4 13 11 12 

2 2 4 12 14 8 

Silverthorne OB.. 9 3 2 4 14 17 11 

B/N Corinthians.. 9 1 4 4 10 14 7 

West Gate.9 2 2 5 14 22 8 


Claverley... 
Black Horse... 
Assured FC... 


Pontesbury/Wheatland 
Indoor Cricket League 


P W T L E 

Acton Reynald.... 3 3 0 0 6 5 29 

Condover.2 2 0 0 4 4 20 

Grasshoppers ....2 2 0 0 4 3 19 

Calypsos.3 1 0 2 5 4 15 

Alberbury B.2 10 1 3 2 11 

Montgomery.2 10 1 2 2 10 

Church Stretton..2 0 0 2 4 3 7 

Beacon.2 0 0 2 4 1 5 

Alberbury A.2 0 0 2 3 0 3 

Pontesbury results 
Grasshoppers 133 all out (Paul Elton 49, 
Mark Griffiths 2-28) beat Calypsos 81 all 
out (Mark Griffiths 27, Matt Hartshorn 3-16, 
Matty Cliffe 2-12) by 52 runs 
Alberbury A 96 all out (Stuart Eyres 34, 

Rob Kinsey 2-21) lost to Montgomery 99-0 
(Andy Barker 32* Tom Corfield 29*) by 
6 wickets 

Calypsos 102 all out (Charlie Rogers 23 
Mark Griffiths 22, Haydn Cross 2-29) lost to 
Condover 103-2 (Andy Mottram 30* Steve 
Nutting 26) by 4 wickets 
Acton Reynald 162-3 (Ian Fox 40* Adrian 
Hudson 30* Alex Hughes 27*) beat Church 
Stretton 112-3 (Pete Lee 31* Ed Groom 23) 
by 50 runs 

Wheatland results 

Division 1 

Grasshoppers B 72 all out (Charlie Rogers 
2-14 Mark Griffiths 2-14) lost to Condover 
73-2 (Charlie Rogers 27, Adam Williams 
2-8) by 4 wickets 

Grasshoppers A (Matty Richards 22 Joe 

Yapp 21) 101-4 beat Frankton 49-5 (Jack 

Edwards 2-6) by 52 runs 

Cound A109-4 (Graham Trow 27) lost 

to Willey 110-3 (Scott Furber 35 Henry 

Dawson 27) by 3 wickets 

Division 2 

Beacon 123-4 (Charlie Higgin 36 Mike 
Turner 35, Lara Jones 2-39) beat Alberbury 
71-2 (Steve Jarrett 26 Mark Jones 21) by 
52 runs 

Shelton 123-4 (Martin Chambers 27 Rich 
Woolman 23) beat Church Stretton 60-3 
by 63 runs 

Cound B 68 all out (Chris Brayne 25, Mat 
Coulson 3-14) lost to Cae Glas 70-4 (Alex 
Kinsey 2-8 Kyle Marsh 2-10) by 2 wickets 

Hinstock & District 


Domino League 



P 

W 

L F 

AB/P 

P 

Lord Hill. 

...3 

3 

0 12 

9 

6 

18 

Hodnet A. 

...3 

2 

1 13 

8 

4 

17 

Kings Head A.. 

...3 

2 

1 12 

9 

4 

16 

Falcon. 

...3 

1 

2 12 

9 

2 

14 

Hodnet B. 

...3 

1 

2 10 

11 

2 

12 

Kings Head B.. 

...3 

1 

2 8 

13 

2 

10 

Joiners. 

...2 

1 

1 6 

8 

2 

8 

Sutherland. 

...2 

0 

2 4 

10 

0 

4 


Mannleys Sales & Let¬ 
tings Newport Singles 
Snooker League 


P W D L F A P 

Mick Collins.3 3 0 0 6 0 6 

Andy Lewis.3 2 1 0 5 1 5 

Ant Heathcote....3 1 2 0 4 2 4 

Jack Jones.3 1 2 0 4 2 4 

Mike Jones.3 1 2 0 4 2 4 

Greg Heathcote ..211031 3 

Ben Longstaff.3 1113 3 3 

Colin Pink.3 1113 3 3 

Dean Smith.3 111 333 

Russ Woodhouse3 1113 3 3 

Charlie Hayward. 3 0 3 0 3 3 3 

Adam Stone.3 0 2 1 2 4 2 

Ed Keenan.3 0 2 1 2 4 2 

Neil Dale.3 0 2 1 2 4 2 

Stu Morrey.3 0 2 1 2 4 2 

Luke Jones.2 0 11 13 1 

Ian Roberts.3 0 12 15 1 

Phil Prinold.3 0 12 15 1 


Telford Singles & Dou- 


hies Domino 

Lt 

Jag 

ue 

A 

P 

Horseshoes B. 

.8 

45 

27 

17 

Bulls Head B. 

.8 

41 

31 

17 

Park Hotel. 

.8 

36 

36 

14 

Railway B. 

.8 

38 

34 

13 

Horseshoes A. 

.7 

35 

28 

13 

Albion. 

.7 

30 

33 

12 

Rec Club. 

.7 

35 

28 

11 

Bulls Head A. 

.7 

34 

29 

10 

Maddocks. 

.7 

33 

30 

10 

White Horse FR. 

.8 

33 

39 

10 

Talbot. 

.7 

30 

33 

10 

White Hart. 

.8 

29 

43 

9 

White Horse WW. 

.8 

29 

43 

8 

Wendy House. 

.7 

29 

34 

7 

Railway A. 

.7 

27 

36 

7 


Corvedale Domino 
League 


Bantams... 


P W D L F A P 

5 5 0 0 28 12 10 

Insiders.7 3 2 2 32 24 8 

BurwayB.6 3 2 1 28 20 8 

THS A.6 4 0 2 26 22 8 

Seven Stars.6 3 1 2 24 24 7 

Outsiders.5 2 1 2 19 21 5 

6 1 2 3 21 27 4 

5 1 2 2 19 21 


Swan 
Sun. 

Tally Ho.6 0 1 5 

BurwayA.4 0 1 3 

Telford & District Domi- 


i 

23 1 


noes I 


gue 


r 

18 

18 

3 Crowns. 

.6 

W 

17 

L 

13 

P 

21 

16 

Bull A. 

.5 

16 

9 

20 

12 

Bull B. 

.5 

15 

10 

18 

12 

Travellers. 

.6 

13 

17 

16 

9 

RBL. 

.6 

13 

17 

16 

5 

WHA. 

.5 

14 

11 

16 

4 

Queens. 

.5 

13 

12 

16 


WHB. 

.5 

13 

12 

15 

P 

H/Shoes. 

.6 

11 

19 

13 

22 

Randlay. 

.5 

10 

15 

11 
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38 Ruscoe so 
relieved as 
Saints win 
spot prize 

TNS boss Scott Ruscoe admitted 
it was a rollercoaster afternoon 
after his side reached the last four 
of the IRN-BRU Cup with a penal¬ 
ty shoot-out victory over Queen of 
the South. 

After a goalless first 120 min¬ 
utes, the Saints prevailed in the 
shoot-out to keep their flag flying 
in the competition in dramatic 
fashion. 

“It was an end to end game, 
great for both sets of fans and the 
neutral,” he said. 

“Queen of the South are a good 
experienced side, so we knew we 
would be in for a battle. 

“They had chances, we had 
chances, it was a real rollercoaster, 
and in the end we showed what 
we’re all about. I’m proud of all 
the players. 

“There were tired legs in the 
end, but when they were called 
upon everyone of our players rose 
to the challenge. 

“I could not have asked for any 
more 

“We played some fantastic foot¬ 
ball in the first half and early 
second, and it was a great way to 
bounce back from the Barry defeat 
the week before.” 

The semi-final will be played 
next year on the weekend of Feb¬ 
ruary 17-18. 

■ TNS’ youngsters suffered 
their first defeat of the season in 
the 

JD Welsh Premier Development 
League (north) after being edged 
out 3-2 at Connah’s Quay Nomads. 

Two well-worked goals through 
James Parry and Guy guy Maboy 
kept the Saints in the hunt, but 
a last-minute penalty earned the 
Nomads the spoils. 

TNS Ladies 
march on in 
the FA Cup 

THE New Saints Ladies kept their 
flag flying in the SSE Women’s FA 
Cup with a 2-0 passage at Bedworth 
Ladies to progress to the second 
round. 

Two goals from top scorer Emily 
Ridge at the start and end of the tie, 
along with a solid defensive showing, 
put paid to the Warwickshire hosts. 

Ridge’s opener after just five min¬ 
utes saw her pounce on a mis-hit 
back pass, but the game remained 
in the balance throughout. 

Chances were in short supply, but 
the Saints’ passage was secured late 
on when their reliable striker tucked 
the ball past the advancing keeper to 
seal a 2-0 passage. 

TNS will look to continue their 
fine run of form when they return 
to Womens FA Midland League one 
action on Sunday at home to Rother¬ 
ham United. 

Timlett top in 
Winter Series 

THE veteran struck again in round 
four of the North Shropshire Parks 
Winter Series. 

Jock Timlett, who sponsors the 
Parks via his Driveway Doctor busi¬ 
ness, won round four at Prees on 
Sunday. The Nantwich Park Road 
bowler beat homester Geoff Warner 
13-11 in the final to climb the table. 

“It was freezing but, impressively 
considering the amount of rain we’d 
had and the very low temperatures, 
there were still 35 hardy, deter¬ 
mined entrants who turned up,” 
said happy organiser Jamie Brookes. 

“And it was a case of the vet¬ 
eran strikes again as Jock has won 
rounds in the Series before.” 

He beat round two winner Ian 
McDonald (Chester Road) 13-7 in 
the semi-finals while Warner was 
getting the better of his son, county 
junior Josh, 13-9. 


Power a winner but still runner-up 


BEN Power narrowly missed out on the MRF Na¬ 
tional Legends Car Championship title despite 
emerging the overall winner of the final day’s races 
at Brands Hatch. 

The Guilsfield racing driver stormed through from 
25th on the grid to finish sixth in the final race, but 
despite his overall success on the day, had to settle 
for runner-up spot behind multiple world champion 
John Mickel. 

The 27-year-old entered the final weekend in sec¬ 
ond place overall, and despite closing the gap, it was 
not enough to secure the title. 

He finished with 7520 championship points, 150 
points behind Mickel on 7670 while Steve Whitmlegg 
was third with 6650 points. 


“Even if I’d won the last race it wouldn’t have 
been enough, I couldn’t have tried any harder,” said 
Power. 

“But it has been a really good year. We led the 
championship multiple times, but we had a few dis¬ 
appointments along the way, that were beyond our 
control and that made the difference. 

“It was a great end to the year - Brands Hatch is 
a fantastic venue, and the TV cameras were there. It 
was a shame to lose it by a handful of points.” 

Power made his debut in the Legends Car series 
in 2009 - finishing eighth overall and second in the 
rookie table, having switched to the circuits after 
winning the Junior Rallycross crown in 2006 and 
Supermodifed Rallycross titles in 2007 and 2008. 


His progress in Legends racing has seen him climb 
from a 10th place finish in the 2010 championship to 
sixth in 2011, fourth in 2012, third in 2013, second 
in 2014, and third in 2015. Last year he only raced 
in one round, as he focused on his off-track career 
commitments. 

The formula originated on the US oval tracks, and 
the cars have an American look, being 5/8-scale rep¬ 
licas of classic US models. Guttercrest Racing runs 
a Ford Coupe 1934 replica, with a 1250cc Yamaha 
motorcycle engine. 

With identical cars and the fastest drivers having 
to start at the back of the grid, there is said to be 
more overtaking in a single Legends race than in a 
whole season of Formula 1. 


Heroic Harrison is 
spot-on for Saints 



TNS ace Wes Fletcher challenges Scott Mercer during the cup tie at Park Hall. ■ Pic: Steve Leath 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


The New Saints 0 Queen of the South 0 (after 
extra-time, TNS win 4-3 on pens) 

KEEPER Paul Harrison again proved 
the penalty hero as The New Saints 
clinched their place in the semi-final 
of the IRN-BRU Cup with a dramatic 
shoot-out victory over Queen of the 
South. 

After 120 minutes of action failed to break the 
deadlock, Harrison again proved his worth in the 
spot-kick decider by scoring himself while also 
pulling off two key saves, the last of which to 
deny Andrew Stirling clinched victory. 

The Saints captain had also seen his side 
through in similar circumstances with his shoot¬ 
out heroics against another Scottish Champion¬ 
ship side, Livingston, in the second round. 

Both sides had their chances to have won in 
normal time, with Greg Draper having an early 
goal ruled out for the Saints while Jamie Mullan 
hit the bar. 

Former Scotland international James McFad- 
den chipped against the bar at the other end as 
the tie remained in the balance throughout. 

Despite enjoying plenty of possession, the 
Saints were unable to capitalise, and it was the 
Scottish Championship side who finished the 
stronger as extra-time took its toll. 

The tense victory at Park Hall took the Welsh 
Premier champions into the last four for the sec¬ 
ond successive season. 

They had started brightly, with Mullan denied 
by the bar from close in, while keeper Harrison 
was called into action at the other end to block 
an angled strike from Kyle Jacobs. 

In a frantic opening, Draper then found the 
net on 10 minutes, but his effort was ruled out 
for offside . 

It was then the turn of the Scottish visitors to 
hit the bar when former Everton ace McFadden 
chipped against the woodwork from 20 yards. 

With Queens happy to counter on the break, 
TNS enjoyed plenty of the ball and carved sev¬ 
eral promising positions, only for the final pass 
to go astray. 

Two minutes into the second half, Jon Rout- 
ledge saw his low strike from the edge of the box 
well held by keeper Martin as the Saints strove 
for the breakthrough. 

Aeron Edwards headed over from a Brobbel 
corner, and Draper blazed over from 12 yards as 
frustration grew. 

With Connell Rawlinson a rock in the TNS de¬ 


fence, clear-cut chances for the visitors were in short 
supply. However, the Scottish Championship outfit 
went close on 70 minutes when Shaun Rooney’s firm 
header was diverted past the post by Tom Holland. 

The tie was becoming increasingly stretched, and 
the visitors now had more of the ball with Connor 
Murray volleying straight at Harrison from the edge 
of the box while Rooney fizzed a 25-yard strike over. 

With time ticking away and the outcome finely 
poised, Saints’ pacy wide man Mullan had another low 
effort well clutched by keeper Martin. 

Dobbie spurned a golden chance for the Doonham- 
ers six minutes into extra-time when he could only 
steer his shot wide after being put clear when the 


Saints had lost possession. 

With the extra period taking its toll, only some des¬ 
perate defence at both ends kept the scoreline blank. 

TNS survived again when McFadden pulled his shot 
wide with the goal beckoning, while Harrison saved 
at full stretch from Dobbie and Jacobs as Queens - a 
previous winner of the trophy - finished strongly. 

The shootout was to prove a tense affair, but both 
sides missing their first two penalties, before the calm¬ 
ing influence of Harrison took TNS through to the last 
four. 

■ Newtown pulled off a crucial 2-0 win at fellow 
strugglers Carmarthen Town to lift themselves out of 
the drop zone. 


High-five win moves Welshpool clear 


HIGH-FLYING Welshpool Town strengthened 
their position at the top of the Spar Mid Wales 
League division one after brushing aside Aberaeron 
5-2 at Maesydre. 

Goals from Will Thomas (2), Ian Probert, Rob 
Pritchard and Adam Davies took Pool five points 
clear of second placed Llanrhaeadr who, without 
any action, now have three games in hand. 

The five star victory was the perfect response 
after the Lilywhites had slumped 5-1 at Bow Street 
the week before 

LLANFAIR UNITED stayed hard on the 
heels of the leaders after moving up to third with 
a scrappy 1-0 success against lowly visitors Borth 
United, Josh Astley with the only goal of the game. 

Victory was tainted with Daniel Jones being 
harshly sent off in the second half. 

Missed chances proved costly for Carno who were 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


held 1-1 away to Radnor Valley who grabbed a last 
minute equaliser courtesy of Joey Price after Tom 
Ty Nant was on the mark for the home side. 

Knighton Town made ground on the leading pack 
after scraping a 3-2 victory at Tywyn Bryncrug 
Churchstoke succumbed 2-0 at Llandrindod Wells 
to remain in the lower reaches. 

BERRIEW’S hopes of making up ground on 
the leading pack were frustrated after their trip to 
Kerry was postponed due to a waterlogged pitch. 

The encounter between struggling Machynlleth 
and Bow Street was another casualty of heavy over¬ 
night rain. 

In division two, DYFFRYN BANW failed to put 
the brakes on Builth Wells as they slipped to a 2-0 


home loss to the leaders. Builth are eight points 
clear of promotion rivals LLANSANTFFRAID 
VILLAGE who cemented second spot with a 3-0 
victory over Presteigne at Treflan, Robert Carru- 
thers notching a brace and Harry Kerr getting the 
other, 

MONTGOMERY snatched a late leveller to se¬ 
cure an eventful 5-5 draw at Aberystwyth Univer¬ 
sity. 

The early loss of keeper Adam Walters with con¬ 
cussion disrupted the students, with outfield player 
Tom Francis taking over in goal. 

The encounter swung to and fro throughout, 
with Rob Hartshorn and Ryan Jehu both netting 
twice for Monty, and Stuart Buckley Robins getting 
the other. The students replied with Liam Powell 
and Tristan Harris both bagging braces, and Ryan 
Welch getting the other. 


Guils draw 
blank - but 
boss takes 
positives 

GUILSFIELD had no goals to 
show for their sterling efforts af¬ 
ter being locked in a 0-0 stalemate 
with Holywell Town in the Huws 
Gray Cymru Alliance. 

The hard-earned point saw the 
Guils slip a couple of places to sixth 
in the table, but Nathan Leonard’s 
side could take plenty of positives 
from their display as a top three 
position remains a realistic target. 

Just a week after defeating 
Holywell 3-2 in a thrilling Welsh 
Cup tie, the Guils came up against 
the same opposition in the league. 

Despite no goals in the return, 
there was no shortage of endeav¬ 
our from two evenly matched out¬ 
fits at Clos Mytton who again gave 
no quarter. 

“For a 0-0, it was a good game, 
and we were the better team over 
the 90 minutes,” said manager Na¬ 
than Leonard. 

“They defended well, but we had 
chances to have scored two or three 
on another day, and if felt like two 
points dropped afterwards after we 
dominated the second half. 

“But it could prove a good point 
come the end of the season as 
they are a decent side and are not 
fourth in the table for nothing.” 

Both sides had good spells of 
pressure in the opening exchanges, 
with the Wellmen having a goal 
disallowed on eight minutes for a 
foul when keeper Andy Wycherley 
was bundled into the net by Mark 
Winslade after catching a looping 
header from Steve Lewis. 

Both defences were snuffing out 
potential danger, but the Guils had 
a golden opportunity five minutes 
before the interval when Gareth 
Jones fired wide after picking up 
the ball on the edge of the area. 

The Powys men went close after 
the break with visiting keeper 
Shaun Pearson saving well from 
Louis Irvine, before a shot by Andy 
Ford hit Matty Kendrick and went 
out for a corner. 

From the resulting flag kick. 
Callum Bromley got up and headed 
the ball goalwards, but his effort 
was gathered well by Pearson. 

Irvine then saw a free kick saved 
by Pearson after Kendrick was ad¬ 
judged to have handled the ball a 
few yards outside the box as the 
Guils chased a breakthrough. 

The villagers again went close 
with Irvine denied by a goal-line 
clearance from Matty Harvey be¬ 
fore Adam Jenkins’ low shot hit 
the side netting. 

Holywell rallied late on and 
Guils keeper Wycherley - on loan 
from The New Saints - pulled off a 
fine late save to deny a volley from 
substitute Brady McGilloway. 

After a run of disappointing re¬ 
sults, Caersws picked up a useful 
point when finishing 1-1 at Ruthin 
Town as they battle to climb away 
from the basement regions. 

Rangers can 
hit back after 
away defeat 

DEPLETED Ellesmere Rangers had 
a day to forget as they were beaten 
3-0 at Herefordshire club Welling¬ 
ton in the West Midlands League 
premier division. 

Rangers, who have slipped to 
sixth place in the table, will be seek¬ 
ing a positive response when they 
host Wellington Amateurs, the divi¬ 
sion’s bottom club, at Beech Grove 
on Saturday. 

Ellesmere enjoyed plenty of pos¬ 
session last weekend but struggled 
to create clear chances. 

The absence of several key men, 
among them Connor Courtney, 
Charlie Mullelwhite, Mikey Nel¬ 
son, Matty Jones and George Taylor 
meant that Ellesmere were always 
likely to face a tough test. 

Amateurs, this weekend’s visi¬ 
tors, won their first league game of 
the season at the 18th attempt last 
weekend, beating Dudley Town 2-0. 
















Town boss 
hails players 
after easing 
to fine win 

GOALS in each half from Jack 
Harris and Gary Meredith earned 
FC Oswestry Town a 2-0 victory 
over Bacup Borough to keep their 
side heading in the right direc¬ 
tion in the Hallmark North West 
Counties League division one. 

Harris opened the scoring mid¬ 
way through the first period from 
the penalty spot, before Meredith 
doubled the advantage seven min¬ 
utes after the break. 

After being denied by a late lev¬ 
eller at basement rivals Daisy Hill 
the week before, Town were des¬ 
perate for three points to ensure 
they remained clear of the base¬ 
ment zone. 

And they delivered the goods 
against a strong Bacup side, with 
joint boss Ryan Butcher praising 
a “fantastic performance and at¬ 
titude.” 

“It was a well deserved win 
against a decent side who looked 
good going forward, and we’ve now 
closed the gap on some of the sides 
above us,” he said. 

“It was a slow start, but we 
dominated after that, and we had 
enough chances to have scored 
more than two goals.” 

Harris broke the deadlock on 
23 minutes when converting a 
spot kick for his seventh goal of 
the campaign after strike partner 
Meredith had been brought down 
by the keeper when through on 
goal. 

Louis Mackin then pulled off a 
superb save from one of Bacup’s 
few goal bound efforts to preserve 
the one-goal lead. 

And Town always looked in 
charge once then got a second on 
52 minutes when Meredith con¬ 
verted from close range after the 
ball was whipped into the box fol¬ 
lowing a well worked move. 

Victory lifted the Oswestry side 
to fourth bottom, and they now 
faced a big week, at home to eighth 
place Cammell Laird on Tuesday 
night before visiting Atherton LR 
on Saturday. 

ST MARTINS had no game in 
the West Midlands League division 
one, while hopes of some action 
were frustrated as their Com¬ 
mander Ethelston Cup tie with FC 
Penley at Whitchurch Alport was 
postponed due to a waterlogged 
pitch. 

With their visitors having now 
folded, there is a doubt that the 
game will be played. 


Monty Lge 
high-fliers 
all winners 

THE early battle for supremacy in 
the Montgomeryshire League divi¬ 
sion one continues to hot up with all 
three of the leading sides winning. 

Guilsfield reserves kept their 
noses in front at the top courtesy 
of a 3-1 victory at Trewern, while 
Bishop’s Castle are snapping at their 
heels one behind behind following 
their 4-0 beating of Meifod. 

Third placed Four Crosses again 
hit the goal trail with a 7-1 hammer¬ 
ing of Maesyrhandir to remain three 
points off the pace. 

Llanfair United reserves finished 
2-2 at Llanfyllin, while Llanymy- 
nech had to call off their home meet¬ 
ing with Waterloo Rovers due to a 
waterlogged surface. 

Huw France took the day’s scor¬ 
ing honours, netting five times as 
Llanrhaeadr reserves hammered 
their Churchstoke counterparts 9-0 
in the second division. 

Llangedwyn moved three points 
clear at the top of the division after 
sinking Welshpool reserves 4-0. 

Results 

Division one: Bishop’s Castle 4 Meifod 0, 
Four Crosses 7 Maesyrhandir 1, Llanfyllin Town 
2 Llanfair Res 2, Llanymnech v Waterloo Rovers 
(postponed), Trewern 1 Guilsfield Res 3. 

Division two: Carno Res 6 Llanfyllin Town Res 
0, Llangedwyn 4 Welshpool Res 0, Llanrhaeadr 
Res 9 Churchstoke Res 0, Newtown Wanderers 2 
Llanfechain 1, Trefonen 3 Abermule Res 2. 


Tennis club secure spot in top flight 


OSWESTRY Tennis Club’s first team secured their 
status in the top flight of the Shropshire Autumn 
Mixed Doubles League after storming to a terrific 
4-0 victory against Woodfield in their penultimate 
outing. 

Back on home turf, Oswestry proved too hot to 
handle as they roared to victory after their start 
which, like bonfire night, got off with a bang. 

The first pair of Kat Oakley and Martin Shortt 
made short work of the the visitors first pair for the 
loss of only three games in winning 6-1, 6-2. 

The second pair of Josie Macrae and Matt Grice 
continued the rout with a demolition of Woodfield’s 
second pair 6-2, 6-3. 

In the reverse rubbers, Oakley and Shortt again 
overpowered their opposition in straight sets 6-1, 
6-3, with Macrae and Grice producing a similar re¬ 
sult 6-3, 6-1. 

Their efforts earned Oswestry a well deserved and 


fabulous 4-0 win which leaves them currently sitting 
in third position in Group One with their final fix¬ 
ture away to the current league leaders Shrewsbury. 

The week before, their fixture against Team Mo¬ 
saic was cancelled due to their opposition not being 
able to field a team which resulted in Oswestry being 
awarded the fixture, 

The mixed fourth team, battling for survival in 
6N, shared a 2-2 draw at home to Baschurch 2 in 
their penultimate fixture. 

In the first round rubbers, Craig Southern and 
partner Jo Dalietos took the position of first pair but 
they came up against a very strong opposing first 
pairing as they lost in straight sets 0-6, 2-6. 

The second pair of Amanda Coxhead and Craig 
Nurse also went down to this pair 2-6, 1-6. 

However, both pairs claimed victory over the 
Baschurch second pair 6-2, 6-2 and 6-4, 6-1 respec¬ 
tively giving the home side a well deserved two 


points. 

Their final fixture was a very disappointing way 
to end the season as a depleted team were sentenced 
to relegation. 

The visitors were unable to field a full squad due 
to illness and unavailability of a replacement player, 
leaving the pair of Craig Southern and Jo Dalietos to 
travel to Market Drayton to play two rubbers, while 
forfeiting the other two. 

They got off to a good start in taking the first in 
straight sets but, in the second, were then up against 
a fresh pair and, although they put up a great fight, 
just lost the first set on a tiebreak 6-7 before suc¬ 
cumbing in the second set. 

So, with only one point, this was not enough to 
avoid relegation as the other teams have many more 
games in hand, so it will be Group Seven for the 
team next season. 



RUGBY by John Bridgwater 


DESPITE a brave display, Oswestry 
narrowly failed to put the brakes on 
runaway leaders Winnington Park 
who made it a perfect 10 wins in rug¬ 
by’s South Lancs and Cheshire Two 
with a 24-5 home success. 

The Eagles could take positives from making 
the pacesetters battle all the way, with their 
wholehearted efforts rewarded with a late try 
from the ever-reliable Luca Owen-Youens. 

They had travelled to the Cheshire side braced 
for a tough test, and their plans were not helped 
as they were forced to field a severely depleted 
team through injury and unavailability. 

But, to a man, the visitors gave as good as they 
got in a hostile atmosphere, and returned home 
with heads held high. 

“I take my hat off to the 17 Oswestry players 
that not only put their bodies on the line, but 
played with heart, discipline and a fervour that 
I have not seen in many a game,” said the club’s 
first team manager Martin Ord. 

“They were magnificent, and could come home 
with pride. We had players playing out of posi¬ 
tion and players injured.” 

As expected, the home side started with feroc¬ 
ity and attacked the Eagles’ line, but the visitors 
held firm with superb defence which saw their 
pack drive back their counterparts. 

Captain Andy Smith was leading by example 
as he urged on his troops, with the front row of 
Smith, Guy Roberts - back in after a long spell 
out - and the massive Mike Keaveny stopping the 
unbeaten hosts in their tracks. 

Scrum half Jake Smith, who had been drafted 
in for the injured Nick Clay, demonstrated skill 
and determination in giving his backs ball to at¬ 
tack. 

The Hughes twins, also back in after injury, 
showed pace and skill, while James Roberts, 
playing out of position at 10, punched holes in 
the Winnington defence. 

Oswestry continued to press the Winnington 
try line, but three times they were just held up 
close to the whitewash as the home side showed 
their defensive resolve. 

Having survived the onslaught, Winnington 
underlined their credentials as they launched a 
well-worked move to cross the line for the open¬ 
ing score for a 7-0 advantage at the interval. 

With the home side chasing more points, 
the second half continued with Oswestry being 
pushed back but still showing outstanding play 
in defence and attack. 

However, the home team were starting to use 
their obvious skills and some incisive play led to 
three more touchdowns - one of them dubious. 

Oswestry kept battling to the end, and In the 
dying minutes of the game Luca Owen-Youens 
ran through to score a deserved consolation. 

Despite the loss, the Eagles can take plenty 
of credit from pushing the league leaders all the 
way. 

Captain Andy Smith praised the side for their 
total commitment in a tough game with all 17 
players being awarded the man-of-the-match 
honours. 

The Eagles return home on Saturday as they 
look for they first victory of the season at Gran¬ 
ville Pari when they tackle Veseyans from the 
Midlands in the North Mids Shield (2.15). 

OSWESTRY II continue to languish in the 
basement places in the North West League di¬ 
vision four (south) after succumbing 25-15 at 
home to Marple II. 



Marching on - the Marches School’s victorious under-15 team, from left (back): Georgie Lewis, Jess 
Pattison, Harriet Leslie-Miller and Ellie Burnett; (front): Kate Adams, Lexi Skarratt and Melissa Chap- 


THE Marches School’s under-15 
netball team were crowned North 
Shropshire champions after go¬ 
ing through the tournament un¬ 
beaten. 

Some 21 local secondary 
school teams competed in the 
event hosted by the Marches 
School, including The Corbet 
School, Thomas Adams School, 
Lakelands Academy, Adcote 
School and St Martins School. 

The Marches under-15 team 
proved too hot to handle, winning 
all five of their matches en route 


to the final where they secured 
an 8-7 victory against The Cor¬ 
bet School, Baschurch, to emerge 
champions. 

Some 18 students from The 
Marches School competed in the 
under-13 competition with the 
school fielding an A and B team. 

The school’s B team were 
placed third in their group, while 
the A team, despite winning all 
five of their group games, were 
narrowly defeated 4-2 by Adcote 
School in the final. 

Claire Turner, EE Teacher at 


The Marches School, commented: 
“The girls played exceptionally 
well throughout the tournament, 
demonstrating great skill, team 
work and determination.” 

The tournament was pro¬ 
fessionally umpired by Year 9 
and Year 11 students from The 
Marches School - Millie Allen, 
Holly Faulks, Amy Coulson, 
Freya Weetman, Evie Lloyd-But- 
ler, Phoebe Davies, Ella Poole, 
Freya Hood, Emma Adams, Anna 
Holbrook, Jessie Shaw, Lily Weet¬ 
man and Daisy O’Reilly. 


Churchstoke 
shooters on 
target with 
away win 

SHARP shooters in the Mont¬ 
gomeryshire and District Airgun 
League reeled off a virtual clean 
sheet of home wins in the latest 
round of action. 

Ardleen, Crew Green B, New¬ 
town and Guilsfield A all overcame 
their visitors in tense matches, 
while Churchstoke managed to 
produce the one away win at Lla¬ 
nfair Caereinion. 

Ardleen triumphed over Castle 
Caereinion despite a superb 35.5 
from the ever-dependable Richard 
Morgan, surely the league’s finest 
opening “batsman”. 

Crew Green B’s victory against 
Forden was never in doubt after a 
sterling start from Adam Hillditch 
(35.5). 

Newtown held their nerve to 
record their second win in succes¬ 
sion, beating Crew Green A by the 
narrow margin of 2.3 points (and 
recording their first score above 
200 points). 

In Guilsfield, the A team beat 
the B team by the comfortable 
margin of five points despite Jo 
Beamont’s excellent score of 35.1 
for the B’s. 

Churchstoke’s visit to Llanfair 
Caereinion proved worthwhile 
with a very exciting match - the 
bar was set very high by opening 
shooters Jane Thomas and Showie 
Brown, who shot 35.5 and 35.4 re¬ 
spectively. 

Possibles 

A highly respectable nine possi¬ 
bles were shot over the course of 
the five matches by the following 
shooters: Edward Kelton of Crew 
Green A (35.0), Jo Beaumont of 
Guilsfield B (35.1), Jane Thomas 
of Churchstoke, Marina Corbett 
of Newtown, Nigel Kelton of Crew 
Green A and Richard Lewis of Ard¬ 
leen (35.4), Adam Hillditch of Crew 
Green B, Richard Morgan of Castle 
Caereinion and Showie Brown of 
Llanfair Caereinion (35.5). 

As the season develops, the 
number of possibles shot on match 
evenings continues to increase - 
five during the first, seven on the 
second, eight on the fourth and 
nine this time around. 

As ever, the league continues to 
give a fine account of itself in this 
and many other regards. 

The league table now stands 
with Churchstoke narrowly lead¬ 
ing Ardleen, both teams still un¬ 
beaten, but this will change with 
the two teams drawn against each 
other. 

This fixture always proves to be 
a pivotal moment in the season - in 
which team’s favour will the scales 
tip? 
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Returns from 
Shropshire’s 
golf clubs 

HENLLE PARK 

Founders Shield Shotgun: D S Jones & J 
Parry 40pts (cb); Jill Andrews & Chris Andrews 
40pts; Hayden Price & Jermey Rose 40pts. 

Seniors’ 234 Stableford: Andy Hardy, Russ 
Owens, Alan James & Gordon Cummings 103pts; 
Colin Parker, Barrie Milburn, Frank Thomas & 
John Leonard 96pts; J B Evans, Julian Cheetham, 
Tony Davies & Goeff Beilis 94pts. 

LLANYMYNECH 

XMAS Comp 3 Yellow Ball: Bran Suckley, Ian 
Suckley, Mark Davenport, Roy Davenport 142pts; 
Gwyn Ashton, Dave Yapp, Tush Maitra, Steve 
Bostock 139; Gerry McNicholas, Hywel Roberts, 
Neil Edwards, Phil Davies 138. 

XMAS Comp 2 AMAM Waltz: Dave Caldwell, 
Dave Sheppard, Steve Pritchard, Andrew Paddi- 
son 107pts; Steve Gauge, James Jones, Simon 
Pugh, Huw Williams 102; Karen Swanston, Julia 
Line, John Line, Sian Whiteoak 100. 

Winter Open 4BBB: Neville Butler & Barry 
Harmes (Northrop GC) 45pts; Nick Cosgrove & 
Steve Taylor (Kenilworth GC) 44pts; Brendan Sud- 
low & Wayne Lawler (Wrekin GC & Shrewsbury 
GC) 43pts. 

SHREWSBURY 

Ladies’ 9 Hole Odds And Evens Green- 
somes: Jean Evans and Amanda Christmas 47 
net 35; Elaine Adams (2) and Margaret Stephens 
49 net 36; Beryl Hitchin and Mary Saull 49 net 38. 

THE BROW 

Winter League: Terry Brough 28pts; Barrie 
Thomas 20; Garry Gregory 19 (on last 6). 
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Llanfair look 
for more joy 
in Trophy 

LLANFAIR United look to make fur¬ 
ther inroads in the FAW Trophy when 
they tackle Corwen in Saturday’s fourth 
round tie at the Mount Field (1.30pm). 

With a place in the last 16 up for grabs, 
Llanfair renew acquaintance with a side 
from the Welsh National League whom 
they defeated 1-0 in the Welsh Cup third 
round last December. 

The Spar Mid Wales League hosts will 
expect another close game after their 
narrow victory in their previous meeting 
courtesy of a Paul Griffiths penalty. 

Their hopes are hit with the suspen¬ 
sion of defender Dan Jones, with the club 
unhappy at his dismissal for a tackle in 
last week’s win against Borth. 

Corwen are lying fifth in the Welsh 
National League premier division, and 
go into this weekend’s tie on the back of 
a 1-0 loss at the hands of Buckley Town. 

BERRIEW will hope to capitalise on 
home advantage in the fourth round 
when they welcome Brymbo who are 
currently unbeaten in Welsh National 
League division one. 

The Rhiewsiders kept their flag flying 
with a 2-0 success over Radnor Valley in 
courtesy of goals in each half from Matt 
Mumford and Karl Seliaerts. 

“I do not know much about Brymbo 
but it is a home draw which is all you can 
hope for and I am hopeful that we can 
progress,” said boss Dave Jones. 

Brymbo moved top of their division 
with a 7-3 victory against Llangollen, 
and have won seven of their eight league 
games while drawing the other. 

Two other Spar Mid Wales League 
sides have made it through to the last 
32, with Knighton Town now visiting 
Mynydd Isa Spartans while Llanidloes 
Town are home to Llanrug United who 
currently lie fifth in the Lock Stock 
Welsh Alliance division one. 

Town looking for 
a double signing 

FC Oswestry Town have lined up a cou¬ 
ple of new recruits as they look to contin¬ 
ue their revival in the Hallmark North 
West Counties League division one. 

Goals in each half from Jack Harris 
and Gary Meredith earned Town a 2-0 
victory over Bacup Borough to climb 
to fourth bottom, and they are now in 
range of several sides above them. 

They now faced a big week, at home 
to eighth place Cammell Laird on Tues¬ 
day night before visiting Atherton LR on 
Saturday. 

Two versatile new signings were being 
lined up in a bid to maintain the momen¬ 
tum that has seen Town win four of their 
last six league outings to go fourth in the 
division’s form charts. 

“We’re hopeful of signing two players, 
but don’t want to say their names at the 
moment,” said joint boss Ryan Butcher. 
“If we can get them, I think we’ll be 
happy with the squad we’ve got. We’ve 
got a solid back four, and we’re scoring 
when we’re creating chances, which wer¬ 
en’t doing earlier in the season.” 


Guils facing tough test on the coast 


GUILSFIELD continue their run of tough assign¬ 
ments when they head to Porthmadog on Satur¬ 
day looking to keep the pressure on the leading 
sides in the Huws Gray Cymru Alliance. 

A hard fought goalless draw with Holywell 
Town saw the Guils slip two places in the table 
to sixth, and they now come face to face with an 
in-form Port side who lie just above on goal dif¬ 
ference. 

A challenge for a top three place remains a via¬ 
ble proposition for the villagers, and boss Nathan 


FOOTBALL by John Bridgwater 


Leonard has been delighted with the resolve of 
his players. 

“The work-rate and commitment was superb 
from the lads against Holywell, we just couldn’t 
get that goal,” he said. 

“It was a tough game against a decent team and 
we’ve now got another big test at Porthmadog 
on Saturday. I can’t remember the last time we 


had an easy game in the Cymru Alliance, but I 
wouldn’t want it any other way.” 

He warns his side will have their work cut out 
at Porthmadog this weekend, adding: “They are 
strong and good at home, have a good manage¬ 
ment team and play the right way. 

“They will be a handful, so we will have to be at 
our best to get anything from the game.” 

Defender Sam Litchfield returns after missing 
last weekend’s clash against Holywell through a 
one-match ban. 


TNS HOMING 
ON FINAL 
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THE New Saints have been 
handed a golden chance of 
reaching their first IRN-BRU 
Cup final after landing a fourth 
successive home tie. 

After the drama of their penalty shoot-out 
victory against Queen of the South, the Welsh 
Premier champions will now host Scottish Cham¬ 
pionship side Dumbarton in the last four. 

As well as a fourth home draw, TNS chief 
Scott Ruscoe would also be happy to avoid Irish 
Premiership title chasers Crusaders who over¬ 
came holders Dundee United in the last round. 

Having lost at the penultimate hurdle away to 
St Mirren last term, there is a real chance the 
Saints can go one better this time. 

The semi-final ties will be played next Febru¬ 
ary 17-18, when Dumbarton - who lie third bot¬ 
tom in the Scottish Championship - will make the 
282-mile trip to Park Hall. 

The Saints, meanwhile, will hope their IRN- 
BRU success will provide the catalyst for a win¬ 
ning run as they look to stamp their authority on 
the JD Welsh Premier title race. 

The defending champions have not had it all 
their own way this season, and find themselves 
in third spot, two points adrift of new leaders 
Cardiff Met University, and one behind Con- 
nah’s Quay Nomads, with the Saints returning 
to league duty when they head to Llandudno on 
Friday night (7.45pm). 

“We played some fantastic football against 
Queen of the South, particularly in the first half 
and early second, and could have been two or 
three up,” Ruscoe said. 

“In the end, it all got very tense with the pen¬ 
alties, but the main thing is that we’re through 
and we’re now looking forward to the semi-finals. 

“They were a good experienced side, so we 
knew we would be in for a battle, but I could not 
have asked for any more from the players.” 

The games are coming thick and fast for the 
Saints who visit Connah’s Quay Nomads in the 
Nathaniel MG Cup semi-final next Monday. 


Pool bosses win monthly prize 



Prize guys - Neil Pryce (left) and Chris Roberts flank Spar League secretary Phil Woosnam 


WELSHPOOL Town bosses Neil Pryce and 
Chris Roberts picked up their Spar Mid Wales 
League division one manager of the month 
award from league secretary Phil Woosnam. 

The management duo received the Octo¬ 
ber honour before the 5-2 victory against Ab- 
eraeron that lifted their revitalised side five 
points clear at the top of the table. 

The leaders will look to cement their posi¬ 
tion at the top when they entertain struggling 
Borth United on Saturday (2.30). 


Meanwhile, Berriew’s in form forward Rich¬ 
ard Davies was named the first division’s player 
of the month for October. 

Llansantffraid Village, chasing promotion 
from division two, picked up a double accolade 
with Ray Jones being named manager of the 
month and forward Nathan Prodger the divi¬ 
sion’s player of the month. 

Llanrhaeadr are propping up the fair play 
table in the Spar Mid Wales League division 
one after picking up 16 cautions and four reds. 


COBRA face 
whole month 
on sidelines 

COBRA’S rugby players face the frus¬ 
trating prospect of having no action in 
the Welsh League division two (north) 
during the whole of November. 

The Meifod men had been due to take 
on Harlech at the start of the month, 
but the North Wales side have with¬ 
drawn from the league. 

They should have travelled to Shot- 
ton Steel last Saturday, but the home 
side were given permission to postpone 
the encounter following the death of 
Deeside’s Welsh Assembly politician 
Carl Seargeant. 

On Saturday, the Llanfair side were 
scheduled to host Abergele, but their 
visitors have already cried off as they 
are struggling for numbers. 

So, with the Autumn rugby interna¬ 
tionals now kicking in, COBRA may 
have to wait until Saturday, December 
4 for their next competitive action when 
they travel to Powys rivals Newtown in 
the North Wales Intermediate Cup. 

In the meantime, they will try to ar¬ 
range a friendly to keep the players in 
shape, but it is not an ideal situation for 
the Meifod side who are already facing 
a fixture backlog even before the winter 
weather sets in. 

Despite a lack of a game last weekend, 
they remain fourth in the table - but are 
now five points adrift of second placed 
Wrexham. They trail unbeaten leaders 
Denbigh by 20 points, but do have three 
games in hand. 

WELSHPOOL, who also had no ac¬ 
tion last weekend, are due to host Shot- 
ton Steel on Saturday as they battle to 
climb away from the basement regions 
of the table. 

OSWESTRY chase their first home 
victory of the campaign when they 
tackle Midlands side Veseyans in the 
North Mids Shield (2.15). 

The Eagles slipped down to eighth 
in the South Lancs Cheshire Two table 
after a depleted side suffered a brave 
24-5 loss at unbeaten pacesetters Win- 
nington Park last weekend. 

Hockey ladies on 
the up after win 

OSWESTRY Ladies overcame basement 
rivals Chester Ladies 3-2 to boost their 
prospects in the Cheshire Women’s 
Hockey League division two. 

Despite the win - their third of the 
season - they remain third bottom, but 
are now six points above this weekend’s 
visitors. 

Oswestry are one of three teams on 
nine points, while they are just one point 
off sixth position. Next up, is another 
key trip to Macclesfield II who lie just 
one place above on goal difference. 

WELSHPOOL Ladies are propping 
up the North Wales Women’s League 
division one after their 3-0 home loss to 
Dysynni Ladies. 

Still looking for their first win, they 
have two points from five games and face 
a trip to basement rivals Ruthin - who 
lie just one position above - on Saturday. 
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